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Comedy Event With Carney
To Benefit Friendly Sons

GARWOOD — A special com-
edy fundraiser to benefit the
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
Union County will be held on
Thursday, January 2, beginning
at 8 p.m. at the Crossroads,
located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. Doors will open at 7
p.m. The event will feature a
celebrity-style roast of come-
dian Joe Carney from The Dumb
Kids in the Back (DKITB).

Mr. Carney’s comedy career be-
gan at the Jersey Shore over 15
years ago. Since then he has
performed in numerous clubs and
bars such as Stand-up New York
on Broadway, the historic Pips in
Sheepshead Bay and the Stress
Factory in New Brunswick, and
can be seen regularly at his
“home” club, the Crossroads in
Garwood. He also has been cast
in television shows and films.

DKITB has been performing

short-form improv live in the New
York/New Jersey area for years,
with a style similar to the pro-
gram “Whose Line Is It Anyway?”
To learn more about DKITB, visit
dumbkidsintheback.com.

As a registered 501(c)(3) chari-
table organization, the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick Union County’s
purpose is to encourage college
education for young men of Irish
descent and to support worthy
charitable organizations. For
more information, visit
friendlysons.site.aplus.net.

Tickets to the event are $10
per person. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance at
ticketfly.com or
crossroadsatgarwood.com. Tick-
ets also will be available at the
door. Food and beverages can be
purchased separately. For more
information, call (908) 518-0323
or e-mail info@xxroads.com.

Bright Beginnings Kids
Send Cheer to Troops
CRANFORD — The children of

The Arc of Union County’s Bright
Beginnings Child Development
Center in Cranford recently helped
spread some holiday cheer to the
men and women of the various
branches of the United States
Armed Services.

Using paint, paper and their two
little hands, the 58 pre-school
children made very unique hand-
print holiday greeting cards.
Teachers and staff agreed that it
was a terrific project for the chil-
dren, as it allowed them to bring
holiday cheer and to say thank
you – in their own way – to the
incredibly brave men and women
who are serving their country and,
as a result, have not seen their
families in a long time. The hope
is that these cards and personal
messages will ultimately bring a
little touch of home to these men
and women.

For more information about The
Arc of Union County, visit
arcunion.org.

FESTIVE ARRANGEMENTS...The Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford’s
holiday centerpiece workshop took place at the Cranford Community Center on
November 19. This hands-on workshop was led by Pamela Newell, front row,
second from the left. During the club’s Tuesday, January 21 meeting, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center, the club will watch a video entitled Great
Gardening Tips.
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ALL ABOARD...Families board the Santa Trolley on Saturday in Cranford
for the 15-minute ride through town with Santa Claus. The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce hosted the event, attended by approximately 500
adults and children who took advantage of the free trolley ride, which also
featured Christmas carols.

Floraphile Garden Club
Is Seeking New Members

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
(flower lover) Garden Club of
Cranford is looking for new mem-
bers, and is inviting those who
love to garden or who are inter-
ested in learning how to garden,
to join the organization.

Founded in 1950, Floraphile has
been an active and integral part
of the Cranford community for
more than 60 years. Members
participate in many workshops,
presentations and garden tours.
The club also is involved in mul-
tiple community service projects,
including horticulture therapy,
community cleanup and beatifi-
cation programs.

Anyone interested in learning
more about the Floraphile Gar-
den Club of Cranford is invited to

come to the club’s Tuesday,
January 21 meeting, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. It will take place at
the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue.

Attendees will watch a video
entitled Great Gardening Tips.
This video will demonstrate vari-
ous money-saving and innova-
tive tips for growing healthier
plants and tackling many com-
mon garden problems.

For information on joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford or upcoming events,
contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net. Individu-
als also may like the club on
Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

It was a pleasure seeing the fire
truck decorated with colored
lights, escorting Santa’s sleigh
through the streets of Garwood
last Sunday (December 15,
2013). Watching my boys’ reac-
tion to their first encounter with
Santa was heartwarming, to say
the least; a lifelong memory for
my wife and me.

Thank you for creating that
“small town” feeling and lasting
memories for the families of
Garwood. As a son of a retired
fireman and brother of a current
one, the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment served their community
members well.

David M. Duelks
Garwood

Thank you, GW Mayor
Fire Dept. for Santa

Letter to the Editor


