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2013 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Garwood

Bill Nierstedt, a 25-year Garwood
resident, took his seat on the dais
of the borough council 10 years
after his initial attempt to serve.
Mr. Nierstedt and his running mate,
Ann Palmer, took the oath of office
during a swearing-in ceremony.

The debate over the Garwood
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) was
reignited with borough council
members sparring over the exact
cost to taxpayers and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi twice having to gavel
the more than hour-long work
session to order. Councilman Jim
Mathieu accused Mayor
Quattrocchi of having misquoted
the price of the $3.2-million project
and refusing to correct herself.

Cranford
Newly elected Township Com-

mitteeman Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. was elected by the township
committee to serve as mayor for
2013, and Edward O’Malley was
elected as deputy mayor.

FEBRUARY
Garwood

Victor DeFilippo resigned from
the borough council. The resigna-
tion was made effective at noon,
seven hours before the work ses-
sion for that night’s meeting. The
following meeting, council mem-
bers chose not to discuss or pub-
licly introduce the candidates for
the seat. Despite the subject of
the nominations being listed on
the published agenda, none of the
council members responded to
Mayor Quattrocchi’s request for a
motion on the issue.

Cranford
The township committee intro-

duced an ordinance setting out
the process for establishing his-
toric districts and encouraging the
preservation of landmarks within
Cranford.

The mailing of the annual sewer
bills was delayed due to ongoing
problems with a new computer
system, which involved matching
addresses with water company
records.

MARCH
Cranford

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee heard the last round of
reports by department heads pre-
senting their tentative budgets
for 2013. The preliminary munici-
pal budget was $34,292,514, rep-
resenting an increase of
$322,476, or 0.95 percent, over
2012. A total of $21,303,085
would be raised in taxes, an in-
crease of $460,343, or 1.96 per-
cent, over the previous year.

The township committee ap-
pointed an expert in legal ethics to
look into whether there were any
conflicts of interest in having the
former township attorney and his
law firm represent the township in
two significant housing develop-
ment matters, as the firm’s ties to
the developers were being ques-
tioned.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office sponsored the first state-
wide Autism and Law Enforce-
ment Training Program for police
officers, criminal justice profes-
sionals and other first responders.
The all-day program attracted 300
officers from New Jersey and be-
yond. State government officials,
including Attorney General Jeffrey
Chiesa and state Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), both addressed the
crowd.

Garwood
Republicans gathered for the

Union County GOP Convention at
The Westwood in Garwood to show
their support for Governor Chris
Christie. The governor was in at-
tendance and addressed the
crowd.

At the Garwood Borough Council’s

meeting, it was announced that
residents would face a 3.31-per-
cent property-tax hike under the
2013 proposed municipal budget.
The increase would amount to $95
per $100,000 of assessed property
value. The proposed $5.797 mil-
lion in tax revenues would go to
fund a $7.7-million budget – nearly
$200,000 higher than the 2012
spending plan.

Former Republican candidate
Steven Blaufeder was unanimously
approved by the borough council
to fill the seat vacated by the
resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

Borough school board members
unanimously adopted a tentative
$8.5-million budget, which trans-
lated into a $95.33 school-tax hike
per home assessed at $100,000.
The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than the previous
year’s revised $6.9 million. While
the hike exceeded the 2-percent
cap allowed by state law, it falls

under the maximum when spe-
cial-education instruction and
health benefits for school employ-
ees are exempted – enabling it to
be passed without requiring voter
approval.

APRIL
Cranford

The township planning board
amended its Master Plan to com-
ply with a December 9, 2011 court
order issued by state Superior
Court Judge Lisa Chrystal. The
move would bring Cranford into
compliance with the New Jersey
Fair Share Plan with a housing
element. The move would allow
the township to appeal the deci-
sion made by Judge Chrystal to
allow Cranford Development As-
sociates (CDA) to build 360 apart-
ments at 215/235 Birchwood Av-
enue. The decision was rendered
in favor of the CDA when it sued
the township using a builder’s-

remedy lawsuit.

Garwood
Council members adopted a

$7.4-million budget – nearly
$275,000 higher than the previ-
ous year. Borough residents would
see their taxes increase 3.31 per-
cent, or $95 per $100,000 of as-
sessed property value.

MAY
Garwood

Borough Council members ap-
proved an ordinance on second
reading, requiring residents to
place leaves in biodegradable bags
or in containers 32 gallons or less.
The measure, which ended the
Department of Public Works’
(DPW) practice of vacuuming
leaves left in the streets by resi-
dents, passed by a 4-2 tally, with
Council President Sara Todisco and
Councilman Steve Blaufeder op-
posing the ordinance.

Cranford
Approximately three dozen resi-

dents, mostly from Cranford, came
out to a Westfield Town Council
meeting to object to the rezoning
of 206 Springfield Avenue and
several other parcels of land to
allow for future development of
affordable housing.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC,
owned by Ray Rodgers, will con-
struct 24 units, four of which will
be set aside as affordable hous-
ing. The majority of the residents
who spoke out against the rezon-
ing and pending development on
Springfield Avenue were residents
of Cranford, whose homes border
the property.

Many of the residents cited con-
cerns about water run-off, traffic
implications and changing the look
of their neighborhood. Several of
the residents also said the previ-
ous owners, who sold the property
in 2004, would not have sold the
property to Mr. Rodgers if they
had known his intent.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
13-02-14: COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding
in Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area
in snow.


