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l'ennemi du journaliste

WF’s HESS HITS 14 POINTS, COUGARS OBLACHINSKI SINKS 19 POINTS, TROTTER 14 POINTS

Blue Devils Survive Cougars’ Charge in Basketball, 50-49
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Senior center Dave Kane made
a rebound of a Cougar shot as
time ran out to allow the Westfield
High School boys basketball team
to survive a second-half surge
from Cranford to earn a 50-49
victory in the season opener in
Westfield on December 20.

Sophomore guard Parker Hess
led the Blue Devils with 14 points,
including three 3-pointers, while
sophomore Chris Boutsikaris net-
ted 10 points, including a pair of
3-pointers. Ben Schuman had a
strong three quarters and buck-
eted 10 points, while grabbing
five rebounds.

Both teams had members from
their respective football teams
and their physical presence was
quite apparent under the boards.
Blue Devils Kane and Chris
Sweeney (4 points) each pulled
six rebounds, and Cougars Jack
McCaffrey (2 points) and Luke
Christiano (2 points) grabbed six
and four rebounds respectively.
Senior center John Oblachinski,
who was the quarterback on the
football team, led all scoring with
19 points and pulled down eight
rebounds. Senior guard Tommy
Trotter finished with 14 points,
three steals and three assists.

“It was rough down there. I
kind of boxed out. There was a
lot of pushing and shoving. You
just got to out-physical them.
Basketball players, football play-
ers know how to compete. When

you compete out there, this is
the type of game you get,”
Schuman said.

Interestingly, unlike last year
when the Cougars were known
as a heavy 3-point shooting team,
it was the Blue Devils, who came

out banging down the 3-point-
ers. Hess sank all three of his
distance shots to catapult the
Blue Devils to a 13-7 first-quar-
ter lead.

“Parker hit his stroke early. He
hit three in the first quarter and

we went from there,” Schuman
said.

Shuman rolled in four of his

points in the second quarter and
Boutsikaris added a 3-pointer to
his 2-pointer, while Dylan Elliott
(5 points, 2 steals) topped it off
with a tip-in to up the Blue Devils’
lead to 28-17 at the half.
Oblachinski sank four free throws

and a lay-up to finish the half
with 10 points.

Trotter gave the Cougars their
first 3-pointer at the start of the
third quarter and added another
3-pointer with 2:30 on the clock

to cut the Blue Devils’ lead to 39-
35. Schuman hit a 2-pointer and
Dylan Elliott sank a free throw,
while Cougar Mike Guarriello (6
points) hit a free throw to end the
quarter, 42-36, in favor of
Westfield.

After Boutsikaris banged a 3-
pointer at the beginning of the
fourth quarter, the Cougars put
on the pressure and forced turn-
overs. Oblachinski rolled in a lay-
up, Trotter converted a steal to a
lay-up and Guarriello nailed a 3-
pointer. Midway through the
quarter, the Blue Devils were
leading by five. Oblachinski and
Trotter each sank lay-ups as did
Boutsikaris and with 1:53 re-
maining, the lead was cut to
three.

Guarriello sank a 2-pointer to
make the score, 50-49, with 31.9
remaining. The Blue Devils’ de-
fense held off for 10 seconds
before a timeout was called. For
21.8 seconds, the Cougars were
looking for an opening, did not
find a good one but had to take a
shot that Kane rebounded at the
buzzer.

“They hit shots. We really didn’t.
They played really good defense
in the first half. We weren’t able
to score much. We happened to
fight back in the second half, and
we had an opportunity to win,
but we couldn’t get it done to-
day,” Oblachinski said.

“I think we played hard out
there. It was a hard-fought game.
We stuck with it at the end and
pulled it out,” Schuman said.

“We definitely worked hard. It’s
early in the season. They are a
good team to play first, but we
will improve. I think we are going
to do alright this year,”
Oblachinski said.
Cranford 13 15 14   8 50
Westfield   7 10 19 13 49

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING THE BALL…Cougar Mike Guarriello, No. 3, works the ball around to set up an open shot in the
thriller against the Westfield Blue Devils on December 20. The Blue Devils held on to win, 50-49. See next page.
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