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BETTER TO GIVE…Students at Mother Seton Regional High School, Clark
donated approximately 200 gifts for needy children. The Seton Giving Tree,
located in the school’s main lobby, became the central depository for these
gifts. Many gifts were purchased through a fund raising tag day as well as
through outright purchases and donations from the faculty and the students.
Gifts were delivered to the Saint Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth.
The project was spearheaded by Sister Jacquelyn Balasia, Student Council
moderator along with the council members. Pictured, several student who
donated gift stand at the “Giving Tree.”

Westfield Elementary
Students ‘Crack the Code’

BREAKING THE CODE…Groups of fourth and fifth grade students at Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield voluntarily spent an hour after school in Decem-
ber to learn computer coding. Actively engaged in the project, pictured left to
right, are: James Calcagno, Sally Crandall and Emily Duncan.

WESTFIELD — Franklin,
Tamaques and Wilson Elementary
Schools in Westfield joined a massive
campaign kicked off during Computer
Science Education Week in December
to encourage students to participate in
the Hour of Code.

Code.org launched the celebration,
which is geared to promote interest in
the field of technology and help nur-
ture creativity and problem solving
skills. The parent committee of the
district’s Gifted Program brought the
activity to the attention of the schools
and provided assistance in bringing the
opportunity to all students.

Hour of Code workshops took place
in either school libraries or gyms both
during and after school to enable stu-
dents to complete their hour of basic
training by writing a computer pro-
gram. The students were meant to cre-
ate – and not just consume – software
technology.

At Wilson School, fourth and fifth
grade students learned to write code,
and while doing so, produced an ani-
mated greeting card for the holidays.
The lesson was adapted from the Mas-
sachusetts of Technology, according to
Wilson parent Amisha Mehta and
teacher Trista Nwokey.

Originally planned as a one-hour,
after school activity for the first 25
students who signed up, Wilson Princi-
pal Joseph Malanga explained that a
second session was offered due to in-
creased student interest. One of many
enthusiastic students in the first ses-
sion, fifth grader, Emily Duncan, stated,
“I think that it was a really good expe-
rience to go and to try coding and to try
to assemble a greeting card. I think
everyone should learn how to do it. It’s
a good thing and a fun thing to do.”

Equally impressed with the coding
lesson was Franklin second grader Paul
Heintz, who remarked, “I loved the
Hour of Code because I’m actually

learning while having fun. If I get to be
a master coder, I would like to make my
own website or a game, like skiing!”

“In the world in which they are going
to live, they will need a basic under-
standing of computer code,” explained
Franklin Principal Eileen Cambria.
“Maybe one of them will write an app
that will contribute to helping others,”
she added.

Franklin fifth grade teacher Betsy
Freeman and media specialist Rachel
Kennedy helped coordinate the Hour
of Code in which all students in the
school used code to solve a puzzle
containing popular animated charac-
ters. Students were also challenged to
think of a code they wished they could
create to make the world a little bit
better. That “wish list” is displayed in
the school’s hallway.

To continue the momentum, Franklin
School will launch an after-school
“Code Club” for fifth graders in Janu-
ary that aims to further demystify com-
puter science and show students that
coding is fun, collaborative, and cre-
ative.

Close to 50 fourth and fifth grade
students were eager to spend their after
school time learning to code at
Tamaques School during Computer
Science Education Week. The pro-
gram was organized by parent Bar-
bara Maguire and Principal Michael
Cullen, who facilitated the actual Hour
of Code with the assistance of teach-
ers Josh Miller and Courtney
Farruggia. “Computer programmers
are in high demand, and a shortage of
qualified candidates for programming
positions is expected just as our stu-
dents will be entering the work force,”
stated Cullen. Any time that students
spend learning about how computers
work is time well spent, and it is our
hope that the Hour of Code will spark
their interest to learn more about the
field,” he added.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Inside Llewyn Davis”
More or Less 4th Street

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Watching the Coen brothers’ “In-
side Llewyn Davis,” about the Green-
wich Village folk music scene in the
early 60s, my memory was nostalgi-
cally jogged. I’m fairly sure that,
whilst trying to become a famous
poet, changing the world and looking
for everlasting love, I loped into a
bistro where Bob Dylan was pretty
much pursuing those same goals.
Back then, his sound seemed to ema-
nate from every crevice of the land-
scape. It was the score of the times. In
the movie, Oscar Isaac’s Llewyn
Davis is the would-be icon.

But gosh, he’s certainly not having
an easy time of it. As the self-styled
troubadour shuffles from one poten-
tial breakout gig to the next, the win-
ter of 1961 heartlessly reminds him
that it is traditional for true artists to
suffer. He’s doing his best to please
the stereotype.

It’s cigarettes, coffee and hearsay
by day - who’s playing where and
when? - followed by the mystique,
dreams and wine that accompanies
that evening’s performance at what-
ever hangout will have you. And then
the nightly challenge, especially for
Llewyn, who has very little safety
net, is where one can crash.

He had a partner, but doesn’t like to
talk about it. He had a girlfriend, too,
but Jean, portrayed by Carey
Mulligan, also a singer, has joined
the leagues of disenchanted friends,
lovers and acquaintances. Oh, she’s
pregnant, but then, it’s not that simple.

I wanted to like this movie much
more than I did. While Llewyn Davis’s
musical renderings are reasonably
emblematic of the era, I was waiting
for another sound - the one with which
a generation had essentially identi-
fied itself. But then in all fairness,
that’s my conceit, the natural resis-
tance to have anyone write the epi-
taph of your own very precious time
and place.

Truth is, insofar as recreating the
mood, atmosphere and temper of an
era, the Brothers Coen are spot on
accurate, and rather uncannily so
considering they were but 2 and 4
years old when their Llewyn Davis
was making like a rolling stone. But
then, as Dickens once noted, just like
any other period, it is the best of
times, the worst of times, the, uh,
well, you know.

Hence, if you can do without an
exact recreation of the Village and
the period you knew, rest assured the
Coens do with it what they do best:
analyze, define, deconstruct, philoso-
phize, and tap it for all the weirdness
and whimsy that is therein contained.
This includes a hypothesis or two
about the vagaries and wiles of trying
to make a success in showbiz and the
very nature of talent itself.

Of course, the writer-directors
populate their beautifully textured
vista - judiciously shot with evoca-
tive use of real and re-created archi-
tecture - with all manner of eccentric,
absurdly normal and melancholically
thought-provoking characters. John

Goodman, an archetypal favorite
taken right off the shelf of oddball
personae the filmmakers love to pep-
per their films with, is discomfortingly
bizarre as Roland Turner, an obese,
self-styled know-it-all with whom
Llewyn hitches a ride to Chicago.
Some trip, man.

Roland is a punctuation mark…a
constant no matter the social whirl-
wind, going about his agenda…a re-
minder that not everyone cares or
agrees that, to reclaim a phrase, the
times, they are a-changing. Similarly,
Max Casella as Pappi Corsicato, the
owner of a landmark Village club
where folkies hope to get discovered,
is a common opportunist with his
own seedy version of the casting
couch.

Bombarded by these realities as he
unfolds them, surprised by his naiveté,
and unsuitably clothed for the cruel,
cold streets he tramps, Llewyn seeks
some warm harbor - a definition to
his odyssey, a friend, an ally, for gosh
sakes, maybe even a sign. But almost
everyone - save for a dilettantish,
Upper West Side sociology professor
and his wife always quick to give him
shelter from the storm - seems fed-up
with the singer.

Sure, they have reason, but then,
they’re hardly altruists themselves.
While his sister Joy (Jeanine Serralles)
begrudgingly offers him an occa-
sional bed and meal in her Queens
row house, she inevitably seizes the
opportunity to bitterly rebuke him.
However, it occurs that, just as with
the majority of his so-called friends,
Llewyn plays but an infinitesimal part
in her discontent. It’s just dog blam-
ing dog, for whatever solace that
brings. Good thing the peace-love
epoch awaits just one rung up the
decade.

All this philosophical, historical
and psychological stuff noted, the
ever-present questions begging an
answer throughout the film are, A. Is
the protagonist truly talented? And
B. Whether he is or isn’t, does it
much matter insofar as his chances
for success are concerned? The in-
quiry is cynical if not pessimistic and
strongly indicative of the intelligently
puzzling thoughts that might be
gleaned from a look “Inside Llewyn
Davis.”

…
“Inside Llewyn Davis,” rated R, is

a CBS Films release directed by Ethan
Coen and Joel Coen and stars Oscar
Isaac, Carey Mulligan and John
Goodman. Running time: 105 min-
utes

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIVE ANIMALS...The annual Nativity scene, featuring live animals, is open to
the public on Park Avenue adjacent to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building until
Monday, December 30.
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ALL ABOARD...Families board the Santa Trolley on Saturday in Cranford
for the 15-minute ride through town with Santa Claus. The Cranford Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted the event, attended by approximately 500 adults and
children who took advantage of the free trolley ride, which also featured
Christmas carols.

Reading is good for you!
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Join NJPAC to Honor
Legacy of MLK, Jr.

NEWARK — Experience the po-
etry-in-motion of the legendary
Dance Theatre of Harlem, as they
headline New Jersey Performing Art
Center’s (NJPAC) Martin Luther King
celebration on Friday, January 17, in
Prudential Hall.

The renowned ballet company was
co-founded in 1969 by Arthur
Mitchell and the late Karel Shook as
a positive and uplifting way to turn
despair into hope following the as-
sassination of Dr. King.

Mr. Mitchell was the first African-
American principal dancer at the New
York City Ballet, and Karel Shook,
had been the first teacher and ballet
master of the Dutch National Ballet.
Mr. Mitchell began by founding a
dance school and later a company
that would bring new opportunity to
the lives of young people in the
Harlem neighborhood in which he
grew up.

Tickets are $27-$79 and are avail-
able online at NJPAC.org by phone at
(888) GO-NJPAC (888) 466-5722),
or in person at NJPAC Box Office,
One Center Street in downtown New-
ark.

The 44 year-old dance company
will be performing works including
Gloria (choreography by Robert Gar-
land, music by Francis Poulenc): This

tribute to Harlem’s spiritual heritage
was called “affectingly beautiful” by
The New Yorker. Agon (choreogra-
phy by George Balanchine, music by
Igor Stravinsky): one of the defining
ballets of neo-classicism and past-
carry-forward (choreography by
Tanya Wideman David and Thaddeus
Davis, music by Willie “The Lion”
Smith and Slippage): a ballet that
honors the persistence of the Harlem
Renaissance.

Rounding out NJPAC’s celebra-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King on
Saturday January 18, from 10 a.m. to
12 noon, the NJPAC Center for Arts
Education (24 Rector Street, New-
ark) will feature a free community
event for children and their families.
“Embodying the Dream: A Celebra-
tion of the Life and Message of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.” will consist
of a series of performing arts work-
shops that support and demonstrate
the essence of Dr. King’s “Dream”
through interactive arts experiences.

Activities are for all ages and will
include a “Civil Rights Sing-In;” a
master class with Dance Theatre of
Harlem; “Dancing the Dream,” a li-
turgical dance workshop; and “Let
the Message Move You,” a drum-
ming workshop; and interactive
storytelling.

REMEMBERING MLK...Experience the poetry-in-motion of the legendary
Dance Theatre of Harlem, as they headline New Jersey Performing Art Center’s
Martin Luther King celebration on Friday, January 17, in Prudential Hall.

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS...Joe
Qutub of Fanwood is pictured in the
1950s.

This Is Christmas
In Bethlehem Town

By YUSUF QUTUB

The little town of Bethlehem lies
among the Judean Hills five and one
half miles south of Jerusalem. On
Christmas Eve, thousands of pilgrims
still wend their way to the sacred grotto
over the same path as did the Three
Wise Men.

Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus,
lies 2,500 feet above sea level. Since
the time of Constantine, its inhabitants
have been mainly Christian. Some
women still wear a medieval costume
with a high white head-dress, an inter-
esting link with crusading times.

Bethlehem’s most sacred shrine is
the Basilica of the Nativity, erected
over the traditional site of the manger.
It was built by Constantine in 330 and
is the oldest church in use. In 1482 the
roof, which had fallen into decay, was
repaired with lead furnished by King
Edward IV of England.

The church is entered through a di-
minutive door. The Eye of the Needle,
and the Chapel or Grotto of the Nativ-
ity, lies beneath the choir in a depres-
sion hollowed out of the rock. Numer-
ous lamps, figures of saints, embroi-
deries and a variety of sacred orna-
ments decorate the vault.

The Church of the Nativity and the
three adjoining convents belong to the
Latin, Orthodox and Armenian
Churches. The Anglican Church has
the privilege of singing carols in the

courtyard on Christmas Eve, and from
here, underneath the stars outside the
old Crusader Wall, lighted only by a
single lantern, the familiar tunes of “Oh
Little Town of Bethlehem,” and “Hark,
The Herald Angels Sing” have been
broadcast throughout the world in re-
cent years by the Jordanian Radio Sta-
tion, Jerusalem.

* * *
As previously written by Yusuf “Joe”

Qutub of Fanwood.

Celebration Singers Host
Holiday Blood Drive

CRANFORD  — As part of the
Celebration Singers 75th Anniver-
sary Celebration, they will be co-
hosting a blood drive on Sunday,
December 29, from 1-7 p.m. with
Celebration Singers member, Katie
Gordon. All are encouraged to do-
nate blood.

The event will take place at the
Cranford United Methodist Church
located at 201 Lincoln Avenue
East in Cranford. Email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com
with any questions about this event.
This blood drive is also part of the
Super Community Blood Drive, so
all donors will be entered into
sweepstakes for Super Bowl tick-
ets.

The Celebration Singers have
been entertaining audiences within
the tri-state area for 75 years. Its
goal has been to provide high-qual-

ity musical programs that have a
wide range of musical styles, to
provide musical education for au-
diences and members alike, and
most of all, to have fun in doing it!
The Celebration Singers have seen
some of the rewards of this effort as
they continue to see members of the
Youth Choir from years past join
the ranks of the adult choir and
become music educators within the
communities.

Funding for the Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council for the
Arts, Department of State, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.

AMERICAN HISTORY…The fourth grade students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison learned about the Lenape Indians during an interactive
presentation on December 5. Beverly Friend, a Native American, made her
annual presentation to the students. Some even enjoyed the opportunity to try on
items worn by the Lenape Indians. Pictured, Ms. Friend hands feathers to Ryan
Brandl of Fanwood as Saniya Gupta of Edison looks on.
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