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Blue Devil Swim Boys, Girls Defeat Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 Silver Strikes Gold

With CBS Sports

You might say that Craig Silver has
lived a pretty charmed life. For start-
ers, he was coached in high school by
both Gary Kehler (football) and Walt
Clarkson (track), one half of WHS’s
Mount Devilmore. That alone should
be a pretty good start to a successful
life.

And Silver has taken that baton, so
to speak, and he’s run with it … and
run … and run … in fact, he’s traveled
so much and seen so much, he seems
to be half-Zelig, half-Forrest Gump.

But let’s start from the beginning.
After graduating WHS in 1977,

where he earned varsity letters in
football and track, Silver earned a
Bachelor of Journalism degree from
the University of Missouri. He then
got a job at CBS Sports as a produc-
tion assistant, associate director and
producer-director. After a couple
years as a freelancer producer/direc-
tor and coordinating producer for the
NBA on TNT, he returned to CBS
Sports in 1990, as a producer/direc-
tor; in 1996 he became Coordinating
Producer of College Football. It’s a
position he still holds.

“I always loved college football,”
Silver said. “Even though we grew up
in a college football ‘deprived’ area, I
always loved Notre Dame, Oklahoma,
Southern Cal, Miami. So, I’m very
lucky to cover the sport I love. I’ve
been in the right place at the right
time as my career and the CBS con-
tract with the SEC intersected at the
perfect moment.”

Silver’s love of college football has
helped him become an amazingly
productive and successful producer.
He has won eight Sports Emmy
Awards. In 2008 he was an inductee
into the “Legends of the Sun Bowl.”
In 2012 he won the National Football
Foundation Legacy Award.

Here are some of the major events
produced by Silver:

— The 1992 Duke vs. Kentucky
NCAA basketball game … the one
with Christian Laettner’s amazing
last-second shot.

— The Winter Olympics in 1992,
1994 and 1998.

— So many Iron Bowls – Alabama
vs. Auburn – that he’s actually lost
count.

— The 1996 Bowl Alliance Na-
tional Championship Game: Ne-
braska 62, Florida 24.

— The 1998 Bowl Alliance Na-
tional Championship Game: Ne-
braska 42, Tennessee 17.

— The 13 SEC Football Champi-
onship Games since 2001.

— The 2011 Alabama vs. LSU
“Game of the Century.”

— The first of Usain Bolt’s world
records in 2008.

— The Sun Bowl, 20-plus times.
— The US Open tennis tourna-

CBS SPORTS PRODUCER...Award-winning CBS Sports producer Craig Sil-
ver, shown here as a member of the 1971 Phillies, back row far right. Also
pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jim Piantkoski, Bill Miller, John Krakora,
Sean Morrissey, Paul Rotker and Todd Kehler; back row, coach Joe Wheatley,
Doug Yearley, Chris Compton, John Currall, Joe Della Badia, Jimmy McKeon,
Silver and coach Bruce Johnson.

ment, 15-plus times.
In addition, he’s been part of the

coverage of many Masters tourna-
ments. He was there in 1998 when the
Czech Republic beat Russia in a
shootout for the Olympic gold medal.
He also caught a foul ball hit by Joe
Carter in the 1992 ALCS. (“Yes, I
didn’t drop it,” he said.)

He has also somehow found time
to direct major music concerts, pro-
duce a couple of documentaries, in-
cluding one for Time Magazine, and
travel the globe for his job. All in all,
that’s not too bad for a guy who called
himself an “incredibly mediocre
player on a great team.”

Silver was the backup center on the
1976 football team. Due to an injury
to Chris Harvey, Silver played the
entire opening game, a 6-6 tie with
Summit. The rest of the year – 10
straight wins – he was mostly on the
PAT protection team and had the criti-
cal job of “sitting at the end of the
bench, guarding the water. It was my
job to tackle anybody who tried to
drink without permission.”

He also picked up two letters as a
shot putter and discus thrower for
Clarkson’s track and field teams. That
included the 1977 track team that pro-
duced the only state Group 4 champi-
onship in school history; the only other
state track title was Group 3 in 1940.

Silver currently lives on the upper
west side of New York City with his
wife Rosanne and children Jakob (17)
and Lina (15). But though his career
has taken him to the “big time,” Silver
has never forgotten his roots.

“Once a Blue Devil, always a Blue
Devil,” he said. “I even work now with
(former WHS basketballer) Dan
Sabreen (’98), who is in our PR de-
partment. But I got my love of sports
from growing up in Westfield. The
bond of team, team, team. Gary Kehler
was maybe the most influential person
in my life. I’m very upset that I never
sought him out before he passed to say
‘thanks’ for the lessons I learned from
him. Walt Clarkson, too. Great coaches,
and great leaders of young men.

“And, no bull(spit), I learned an
awful lot from two little league
coaches named Bruce Johnson and
Joe Wheatley on the Phillies. When
my son played little league, I ran
practices the same way you guys did
with us. Definitely it’s a different era.

I used to live for those ‘situation
drills.’ But my kids never got it. It
must’ve been the coaching. Once a
Phillie, always a Phillie.”

IN PASSING
My holiday season was wrecked

by the news last Wednesday night of
the sudden death of Mike Murray Sr.
Mike was the father of WHS gradu-
ates and all-state baseballers Mike
(’06) and A.J. (’11), along with Clark
graduate Brittany. Big Mike, who was
51, played for Post 3 American Le-
gion back in the ’80s. A couple years
ago, he opened East Coast Condi-
tioning in Edison, a year-round base-
ball/sports training facility, where
many of the Blue Devils baseball
players worked out. And many former
Blue Devils are employed as coaches/
instructors there.

“I just saw him last week and he
was asking about my son Tyler’s col-
lege plans,” Charlie Bowman said.
“He was talking about how he felt this
year’s (WHS) baseball team could
‘really do something special.’ He gave
the kids an ‘open door’ policy at his
facility, said they were ‘family.’ ”

“I’m devastated,” said Bruce Moran
(’76), a longtime friend, co-worker
and frequent visitor with his son at
ECC.

Just saying the former Franklin
Bowler was a “good guy” doesn’t
seem quite enough. But that’s what
he was, a really good guy.

TOP RIVALS UPDATE
USA Today’s national voting for

the top high school football rivalry
ended with Westfield vs. Plainfield,
the New Jersey champion and Re-
gion 2 winner, finishing eighth with
16,426 votes. The top rivalry was
North Carolina’s Louisburg vs. Bunn,
with 823,907 votes. (That’s where
extra police are required by the home
team, and where the handshake lines
weren’t used for fear of a fight.). The
runnerup was New Mexico’s Las
Cruces vs. Mayfield, with 684,654.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Hannah Kronick (WHS, ’11) con-

tinues to pile up the honors, as the
Johns Hopkins junior was recently
named the Division 3 Forward of the
Year by D3Soccer.com. In addition
to setting several school career and
season records, she was also named
to the all-America team and the Aca-
demic all-America team.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider Eric Chang, Blue Devil Ryan
Daniel, Raider Kevin Fleck and Blue
Devil Griff Morgan.

Husch touched first in the 200-
individual medley in 2:05.89, fol-
lowed by Raider Henry Chang, Blue
Devil Dan Myers, and Raiders Nolan
Kearns and Walling.

“Today was a real team effort. The
team had the goal of trying to come
out strong and set a presence with the
work we did in the off-season. And
the team has been strong so far,” said
Husch, who added, “I am happy with
today and I am finishing strong com-
pared to previous years.”

Blue Devil John Lindros won the
50-free in 22.2, followed by Skoog,
David Lindros, Raider Matt Marino
and Blue Devil Aedan Collins, but the
closest event of the afternoon came in
the 100-free when Skoog nipped
Lindros 48.43 to 48.44, followed by
Collins, Daniel and Henry Chang.

“Those two there’s obviously a
competitive nature between, not just
those two but everyone having close
connections to each other. They re-
ally relish the opportunity to race
each other, and I think those two
epitomized it in that race,” Coach
Knight said.

“Alex gives us a lot of options. He
can pretty much do any event. He’s a
backstroker, he does IM, he does
longer distances,” Raider Head Coach
Jessica Coach Hulnik said.

Fleck won the 500-free with a time
of 5:06.27, followed by McGrory,
Clauss, Blue Devil Alec Penn and
Raider Matt Auda. Dave Lindros won
the 100-backstroke in 55.6, followed
by Eric Chang, Clauss, Raider Mark
Mital and Blue Devil Blake Taylor.

Collins, John Lindros, Barmakian
and Husch won the 200-free relay in
1:32.35, followed by Peart, Henry
Chang, Marino and Skoog. Daniel,
Stiles, Morgan and Myers took third.
McGrory, Barmakian, John Lindros and
Collins won the 400-free relay in
3:28.42, followed by teammates Aus-
tin Kreusser, Penn, Will Murtashaw
and Lucas Fan. Henry Chang, Walling,
Mike Rash and Eric Chang placed third.

“We did the same thing, mix it up and
give kids some other opportunities to
show off what they have been working
for. We wanted all three people [indi-
vidual event] to do well. That was the
goal from coach Knight,” Husch said.

The Blue Devil girls took 1-3 in the
first event, the 200-medley relay. Allie
McBrearty, Kathleen Bond, Gwen
Devin and Sarah Cronin touched first,
and Emily McGann, Shannon Pyle,
Lauren Schmeider and Julia
Diamantopolous took third. Raiders
Casey Daudelin, Annemarie Kearns,
Stephanie Judge and Lauren Sjonell
placed second.

Also mixing it up in the 200-free
relay, Blue Devils Courtney Day,
Caroline Basil, Diamantopolous and
Caroline Baldwin placed second be-
hind Raiders Kate Musso, Amanda
Banasiak, Sarah Davis and Daudelin
who finished in 1:42.42. Raiders Talia
Paradiso, Julie Haggan, Carlie
McNichol and Sjonell placed third.

“We have a lot of very talented girls
on the team and here everyone gets to
swim,” Baldwin said.

Basil, who won the 200-individual
medley and the 100-backstroke
against Bridgewater-Raritan the day
before, tested the water in the 200-
free and placed second, behind Davis
who finished in 1:59.8. Blue Devil
Amy West and Raiders Musso and
Micaela Valli took 3-4-5. Basil also
took second in the 100-fly behind
Judge, who finished in 1:01.97. Blue
Devils Audrey Bangs and Day, and
Sjonell placed 3-4-5.

“Yesterday in my IM, I was trying
to go for my best time, and today I
was focusing on place, so I stretched
out my 200-free and built it a little
more so I could secure a place,” said
Basil, who added, “Because of our
depth, we are able to move around a
little more and we were able to switch
up the relays a little more.”

Baldwin at 2:15.22, followed by
Erika Daniel and Bangs swept the
200-individual medley. Sjonell and
Paradiso finished 4-5. Baldwin also
won the 500-free in 5:19.74, followed

by Raider Isabella Iacona, McGann,
Valli and Catie Collins.

Davis won the 100-free in 55.04,
followed by Banasiak, West, Daudelin
and Schmeider. Banasiak won the
50-free in 26.07, followed by Day,
McBrearty, and Raiders Maya
Dunchus and Daudelin.

With the team score 64-60
Westfield, the Blue Devils saved their
best for last. Cronin won the 100-
back in 1:02.08, followed by Judge,
McBrearty, Daniel and Dunchus.
Devin at 1:11.65, West and Bond
swept the 100-breaststroke. Kearns
and Natalie Jablonski took 4-5.

Westfield took 1-3 in the 400-free
relay with Baldwin, Day, Basil and
Cronin touching first, and
Diamantopolous, Schmeider, Daniel
and Pyle touching third. Davis,
Banasiak, Mussa and Judge placed
second.

“I swam on the 2-IM and the 5-
free, which I don’t really do a lot, but
it’s my last home Scotch Plains meet,
so we wanted to mix it up a little bit.
Scotch Plains is a good team and they
brought the heat today, so we pin-
pointed our races a little more to-
wards the end,” Baldwin said.

“This is always a good meet. We
swim well here at this time of year.
Today, I am really proud of what the
kids did. Going into the second half of
our season and getting ready for coun-
ties, I think this is a nice setup for that,”
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

CODE REVIEW &
TOWN PROPERTY COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 17, 2013

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Confer-
ence Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and ad-
dress Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2014 in the Administrative Confer-
ence Room in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 7:00 p.m., the said dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 7 and 21
February 4 and 18

March 4 and 18
April 1 and 22
May 6 and 20
June 3 and 17

July 15
August 12

September 2 and 16
October 7 and 21

November 5 (Wednesday) and 25
December 16

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2014 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m. and will meet in the adjacent
Council Conference Room for a prelimi-
nary meeting before the regular meeting at
7:45 p.m., which the public may also at-
tend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 7 and 21
February 4 and 18

March 4 and 18
April 1 and 22
May 6 and 20
June 3 and 17

July 15
August 12

September 2 and 16
October 7 and 21

November 5 (Wednesday) and 25
December 16

1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold their
Organization Meeting on Thursday, Janu-
ary 2, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the all purpose
room of the Lincoln School.

Action will be taken.
Michael J. Donow

Interm SBA/BS
1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Mountainside Board of Education
will hold its annual reorganization meeting
on Tuesday, January 7, 2014, at 6:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the Beechwood
School Susan O. Collier Library Media
Center, 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $10.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reor-
ganization Meeting for Tuesday, January
7, 2014. The Reorganization Meeting will
begin at 6:30 P.M. This meeting will be
held at the Township Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/26/13, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

CODE REVIEW &
TOWN PROPERTY COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 17, 2013

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40-45A-1, the Organization Meet-
ing of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2014 will be held on
Thursday, January 2, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.

1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $12.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on Decem-
ber 19, 2013, adopted resolutions memo-
rializing the following actions taken at that
meeting:

The 2013 Housing Plan Element and
Fair Share Plan an amendment to the
Town of Westfield Master Plan.

The 2009 Land Use Element amended
April 10, 2013 an amendment to the Town
of Westfield Master Plan.

Documents are on file in the office of the
Planning Department, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be
seen Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

Town of Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF

APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER

231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains of the following 2014
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednes-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.

Wednesday, January 15th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 5th

March 5th

April 2nd

May 7th

June 4th

July 9th  *
August 6th

September 3rd

October 1st

November 5th

December 3rd

The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
office of Fairview Cemetery, 1100 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, Mon-
day January 27, 2014 at 4:00 P.M., for
the election of three Trustees each for a
term of three years, to succeed John
Ricker, David Roberts and Barbaraa
Vincentsen, whose terms will then expire
and for the transaction of such other busi-
ness as may be presented at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 12/26/13, The Leader Fee: $15.30

GAME-TYING GOAL...Raider Michael Rothman (No. 18), Tyler Hardgrove (No.
32), Davey Leong (No. 11) and Michael Hosmer (No. 26) congratulate John Wilkinson
for his game-tying goal the in the second period against the Cranford Cougars.

Cougar Icemen Hit in Third,
Chill Raider Icemen, 8-3

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team took on their
cross-county rivals, the Cranford Cou-
gars, on December 17 at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle. The Cougars scored
four unanswered goals in the third
quarter to insure an 8-3 victory.

The Raiders quickly fell behind the
Cougars 2-0 after the first period, but
were not giving up and tied the game
in the second period with goals by
junior forward John Bruckman and
senior forward Eric Hogan. The Cou-
gars went ahead 3-2, but sophomore
defenseman John Wilkinson evened
it up again at 3-3 with his first goal of

the season, before the Cougars scored
and took a 4-3 lead into the locker
room at the end of the second.

The Raiders were looking for their
first win against Cranford since 2008
going into the third period and senior
goalie Alex Montagna was keeping
them in the game, stopping a
breakaway and several bullets fired by
the sharp-shooting Cougars. Unfortu-
nately, the Cranford goalie was match-
ing Montagna save-for-save and a deep
Cougar bench, along with too many
Raider penalties, were just too much
and the third period went all to
Cranford. The Raiders slipped to 1-1-
1 in the middle of the Union County
Ice Hockey League and 1-3-1 overall.

The Raiders hope to get a couple of
wins with up-coming non-league
games against Colonia, Ocean Town-
ship and Monroe before taking on
Summit on January 3. The Hilltoppers
are ranked sixth in the state this year
with their only defeat at the hands of
last year’s state champs, Randolph.

For more information and sched-
ules go to www.leaguelineup.com/
spficehockey. Follow the Raiders in
the UCIHL and overall, along with
all New Jersey high school hockey,
on www.njhockey.org.

Westfield. Wonderful 7 room, 3 bedroom Colonial on park-like 67x200 deep
property! Many quality Updates: granite kitchen w/ SS appliances, dining area and
pass-through window to breakfast bar in Family Room, main bath updated, new
roof, all new siding, windows, CAC, Heat, gas continuous Hot water Heater, finished
floors and new steps in walk-up attic. Living Room w/ fireplace, hardwood floors,
Family Room 30x15 across back of house w/ sliders to large deck and above ground
pool and new powder room. Tree lined Cul de sac with short walking distance to
Washington Elementary School.      $575,000.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. Set on a picturesque street in The Gardens, this classic 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath colonial
exemplifies traditional elegance, charm and inviting comfort with an open flow.  Many improvements include
a new eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite counters, center island breakfast bar, adjacent
family room with new powder room.  The spacious living room features a fireplace flanked by leaded glass
curio cabinets, embellished molding and sunroom/library with new built-in bookcases.  A banquet size formal
dining room with bay window opens to the family room and kitchen. The second floor offers 4 bedrooms, 2
full baths and a third floor bedroom and storage. A newly remodeled recreation room and bright laundry room
complement an already spacious home. In addition, new high velocity central air, new interior and exterior
paint, and new roof.  Conveniently located with nearby schools, town and park.      $999,000.

Happy Holidays and a Healthy New Year

Probitas Verus Honos


