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Next Needle Nite Session
On Tap For January 3

FANWOOD — The monthly
Needle Nite program at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church is
scheduled for Friday, January 3, at
7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue.

The quilters will work on the
“scrap quilt as you go” quilts. Those
who knit and crochet will continue
with their projects.

Last month, 130 decorated sewn
gift bags that were filled with small
toiletries were distributed to
homebound friends and those in nurs-
ing homes. Additionally, a donation
of eight afghans, three sweaters, 14
hats, 11 Santa hats and four stuffed
toys were sent to Beth Israel Hospital

in Newark for newborns there.
All are welcome to come to the

Needle Nite session to see what is
being done and to join the group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.
The donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants then take their newly learned
skills for use at home.

For further information about
these projects or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891,
e-mail fanwoodpress@erols.com or
visit fanwoodpc.org.

Willow Grove to ‘Ring In’
2014 at Handbell Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS — Area resi-
dents are invited to ring in the new
year by enjoying a free concert
performed by the Walsh Grazio
Bell Choir on Sunday, January 12,
at 3 p.m. at the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church.

The concert will be preceded at
2:30 p.m. by “Meet the Instru-
ments,” a special event for chil-
dren and their families. Children
will have the opportunity to see
the various bells up close and to
learn about bell ringing from the
performers.

The concert will be a blend of
favorite songs for all ages. Among
the many selections will be “Deck
the Halls,” “Frosty the Snowman,” “I
Wonder as I Wander,” “Parade of the
Tin Soldiers” and “Joy to the World.”

The Walsh Grazio Bell Choir is
from The Presbyterian Church of
Morris Plains and is directed by
Carl Loutzenheiser. It features 12
experienced ringers of several gen-
erations dedicated to “ringing

praise with joy.” They use a six-
octave set  of  Schulmerich
handbells, a five-octave set of
Malmark Choirchimes, a seventh-
octave bass handbell and three sev-
enth-octave Choirchimes.

This concert will be part of the
“Music for the Soul” series spon-
sored by the Willow Grove Church.
It is funded by a grant from the
Presbytery of Elizabeth.

After the concert, attendees are
invited to stay for light refresh-
ments and to meet and greet the
musicians. Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
across the street from the Scotch
Plains Southside Firehouse and
south-side soccer park, near the
corner of South Martine Avenue.
All church facilities are handicap-
accessible. For information about
church ministries and other activi-
ties, visit willowgrovechurch.org
or call the church office at (908)
232-5678.

Antonio Spadaro Achieves
Rank of Eagle Scout

SCOTCH PLAINS — Boy Scouts
of America Troop 104 held an Eagle
Scout Court of Honor on November
30 for Antonio Spadaro at
the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains.

The rank of Eagle Scout
is prestigious and is only
earned by a small percent-
age of Boy Scouts. To earn
the rank of Eagle Scout, a
Scout must hold a leader-
ship position in the troop
for at least six months; earn
21 merit badges, 12 of
which are predetermined,
and plan and complete a
community service project. The Scout
must pass a board of review and sat-
isfy board members that he has com-
pleted all the requirements.

Antonio started in Scouting in first
grade, at age 6, when he joined Pack
4 at Brunner School. He achieved his
Arrow of Light Award and then joined
Troop 104 in fifth grade, where he

progressed through the ranks.
For his Eagle Project, Antonio

beautified four garden areas and built
four benches for the Cen-
ter for Hope Hospice’s
“Peggy’s House” in
Scotch Plains. Antonio’s
project took 99 hours to
complete, which included
planning, supervising
other Scouts and carrying
out the project.

Antonio is the son of
Cindy Spadaro and the
late Sal Spadaro. His
older brother, Sal, also is
an Eagle Scout, having

achieved the rank in 2011. Antonio
currently is a freshman at Rowan
University in Glassboro.

Troop 104, which currently includes
more than 40 Scouts ages 11 through
18 years old, was formed in 1956. It is
sponsored by the All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church. For more information on
the troop or Boy Scouts, visit t104.us.

Author to Speak at Library
On Escaping ‘Food Coma’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host local
author Diana Worden Karmin on
Wednesday, January 8, at 7 p.m. Ms.
Karmin will speak about her book
“Escape from Food Coma.” The li-
brary is located at 550 East Broad
Street.

After stepping on her bathroom scale
in the summer of 2010, Ms. Karmin
finally decided that, at 52 years old
and weighing 263 pounds, it was time
to escape from the crushing chest pains,
the nearly crippling joint pain and the
deepening depression, with a goal of
getting under 200 pounds.

By January 2011, after months of
dieting and exercise, she slipped into a
pair of size 16 jeans and felt absolutely
triumphant. Eighteen months later, Ms.
Karmin had not only met — but far
exceeded — her original goal, by, if
ever so briefly, fitting into a size 2.

Ms. Karmin has documented her
lifelong struggles with weight and
disordered eating in her book by

blending soul-baring vignettes with
a healthy dose of humor.

The author lives in Westfield with
her husband, his two adult children,
and their miniature schnauzer. After
a 30-year absence from school, she
enrolled in Union County College,
where she maintains a 4.0 GPA, in
pursuit of a communications degree.
Ms. Karmin also is a level one certi-
fied personal trainer.

To register for the presentation,
visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the Calendar link, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — The parish
community of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in-
vites members of the public to view
its new, life-size Christmas Creche.

Sponsored by parishioners and
their families, the 14 life-size fig-
ures of the Creche, which are hand-
painted and imported from Italy, sit
on a platform that is 16 feet wide,
32 feet long and 21 feet high. All
materials and construction of the
platform also have been donated by
parishioners of St. Bartholmew. The
Creche sits at the front of the church
property along Westfield Avenue,

so as to be enjoyed by the entire
community.

On November 30 Newark Arch-
diocese Auxiliary Bishop Manuel
Cruz blessed the Creche and lit the
scene for the very first time.

Salvatore Perillo, chairman of the
Creche project, hopes that this event
will create fond Christmas memories
for the children of St. Bartholomew
and the entire community. The life-
size Creche will remain lit until the
Feast of the Epiphany on Monday,
January 6. St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

St. Bart’s Church Invites
Public to View Creche

BABY GIFTS...At the December meeting of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Needle Niters, Randi Jones, left, and Francine Koon show the sweaters they made
for newborns at Beth Israel Hospital in Newark. The next Needle Nite session will
take place on Friday, January 3, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Brooks Crandall for The Leader and The Times
FASHIONABLE...The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and Congregation Beth
Israel, both of Scotch Plains, presented a Fashion and Talent Show on December
15 at Congregation Beth Israel. Lord & Taylor in Westfield dressed the models.
Proceeds from the event benefited The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and the
synagogue.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

  
JANAUARY 2014 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday 1-5:00 pm  

Closed January 1 for New Year’s Day and  
January 20 for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

1/6  6:30 pm How to Download Zinio Magazines 

1/8  7:00 pm Escaping from Food Coma: D. K. Worden  

1/9  7:00 pm Advanced Computer Class: Prezi 

1/10  1:30 pm TGIF! Claude Monet (video) 

1/15  6:30 pm Create a Winning LinkedIn profile 
Open to Westfield residents only 

1/17  1:30 pm TGIF! Andrea Bocelli (video) 

1/18  2:00 pm Woody Allen & The Art of Infidelity 

1/24  1:30 pm TGIF! John Wayne (video) 

1/31  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Birth of the Blues 

1/3  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids 

1/7  4:00 pm Paws to Read for new readers 

1/8, 15, 22  3:45 pm Lego K Club - For Kindergartners  

1/11 10:30 am Live Animal Friends—3+years 

1/11  1:00 pm “Breaking into Art” for Teens 

1/14, 21, 28 10:30 am Fun for 4’s and 5’s Storytime 

1/15, 22, 29 10:30 am Time for 3’s Storytime 

1/16, 23, 30 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

1/17, 24, 31 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies-up to 23 months 

Floraphile Garden Club
Is Seeking New Members

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
(flower lover) Garden Club of
Cranford is looking for new mem-
bers, and is inviting those who love
to garden or who are interested in
learning how to garden, to join the
organization.

Founded in 1950, Floraphile has
been an active and integral part of the
Cranford community for more than
60 years. Members participate in
many workshops, presentations and
garden tours. The club also is in-
volved in multiple community ser-
vice projects, including horticulture
therapy, community cleanup and be-
atification programs.

Anyone interested in learning
more about the Floraphile Garden
Club of Cranford is invited to come
to the club’s Tuesday, January 21
meeting, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. It
will take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue.

Attendees will watch a video en-
titled Great Gardening Tips. This
video will demonstrate various
money-saving and innovative tips for
growing healthier plants and tack-
ling many common garden problems.

For information on joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford
or upcoming events, contact Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net. Indi-

viduals also may like the club on
Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.

Meeting of AARP
Set For January 6

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
AARP Chapter 4137 will hold its first
meeting of 2014 on Monday, January
6, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
Friends are welcome.

Rick Stone, who is executive di-
rector of the Union County Senior
Citizens Council, will address the
group on the many and varied ser-
vices that are available for seniors in
Union County. Mr. Stone also is
managing editor of the Senior News
newspaper. Additionally, he orga-
nizes day trips and multi-day trips
for senior groups.

Attendees are asked to bring a non-
perishable food item for the Westfield
Food Pantry, or a personal item such
as soap, toilet tissue, shampoo or
toothpaste for the chapter’s ongoing
service project.

If there is a question about the
weather and the meeting, members
should call one of the officers. Those
who have not yet paid their dues of
$10 may do so at this meeting.

Holiday Boozers Beware:
Westfield Police Will Crack

Down on Drunk Drivers
WESTFIELD — This holiday

season, the Westfield Police De-
partment will again be out in full
force cracking down on drunk driv-
ers with aggressive Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over enforcement.

From now through January 1,
2014, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment will be among many state and
local law enforcement agencies
watching for drunk drivers to help
keep roads safe for holiday travel-
ers.

The Westfield Police Department
is giving fair warning to all
partygoers. “You’ll see us making
lots of stops during this highly vis-
ible enforcement period, and if we
suspect anyone is driving while in-
toxicated, officers will show zero
tolerance for drunk driving,” said
Westfield Police Chief David
Wayman.

Unfortunately, the excitement
and celebrations of the holiday sea-
son can often lead to terrible deci-
sions – and serious legal conse-
quences.

Data shows the holiday season is
a particularly deadly time due to
the increased number of drunk driv-
ers on the roads, and the Westfield
Police Department is prepared to
stop and arrest any drunk driver it
sees to keep roads safe.

Nationally, in the month of De-
cember from 2007 to 2011, there
were 4,169 people killed in crashes
that involved drivers with blood
alcohol concentrations of .08 grams
per deciliter or higher.

According to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration,
32,367 people were killed in motor
vehicle traffic crashes across the
nation in 2011, and 31 percent
(9,878) of those fatalities occurred
in drunk-driving-related crashes.

“The December holiday season
is the ‘most wonderful time of the
year’ and we are going to keep our
roads safe for travelers heading to
visit friends and family,” said Chief
Wayman.

“This holiday, we will show zero

tolerance for drunk drivers on the
road. If you choose to drive drunk,
we will see you, we will stop you,
and we will arrest you,” the chief
added.

Drunk drivers often face jail time,
the loss of their driver licenses,
higher insurance rates, and dozens
of other unanticipated expenses
ranging from attorney fees, court
costs, car towing and repairs, to lost
wages due to time off from work.
Even worse, a drunk driver can
cause a traffic crash that claims
someone’s life, or their own.

Increased enforcement efforts by
the Westfield Police Department
will include not only additional
police patrols, but also a DWI
Checkpoint on Saturday, Decem-
ber 28, 2013, during the late-
evening and early-morning hours.

The DWI Checkpoint is pres-
ently being considered for one or
more of the following locations:
Central Avenue, East Broad Street,
North Avenue, South Avenue and
Springfield Avenue.

Chief Wayman and the Westfield
Police Department offer these
simple tips to keep the holidays
happy and safe:

Even one drink can impair your
judgment and increase the risk of
getting arrested for driving drunk –
or worse, the risk of having a crash
while driving.

If you will be drinking, do not
plan on driving. Plan ahead and
designate a sober driver before the
party begins.

If you have been drinking, do not
drive. Call a taxi, phone a sober
friend or family member, or use
public transportation.

Be responsible. If someone you
know is drinking, do not let that
person get behind the wheel.

If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact law enforcement.
Your actions may save someone’s
life, and inaction could cost a life.

Remember, it is never safe to
drink and drive. Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over.

Antonio Spadaro


