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Thank you, Garwood Mayor and Fire Dept.
For the Visit From Santa Claus

Thank You to All In The Community
For the 23rd Annual Holiday Concert

Happy Holidays From Westfield High
School Principal

It was a pleasure seeing the fire
truck decorated with colored lights,
escorting Santa’s sleigh through the
streets of Garwood last Sunday (De-
cember 15, 2013). Watching my boys’
reaction to their first encounter with
Santa was heartwarming, to say the
least; a lifelong memory for my wife
and me.

Thank you for creating that “small
town” feeling and lasting memories
for the families of Garwood. As a son
of a retired fireman and brother of a
current one, the Garwood Fire De-
partment served their community
members well.

David M. Duelks
Garwood

On behalf of the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, I would like to
thank Dr. Thomas Connors and the
Westfield Community Concert Band,
along with Mr. Kenneth Horn, Mr.
Stephen Markowski and the Edison
Intermediate Broadway Singers, for
participating in our 23rd Annual
Holiday Concert, held on Wednes-
day, December 18, at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

We had over 200 people come out
and enjoy what was an entertaining
evening of beautiful songs and sounds

performed by the Westfield Commu-
nity Concert Band and the Edison
Broadway Singers. It was a perfect
way to celebrate the holiday season!

Once again, thank you all for such
a wonderful performance. I look for-
ward to working with you again next
year. Merry Christmas, Happy
Chanukah, Happy Kwanzaa, and
Happy New Year to all!

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Recreation Department

Dear Parents/Guardians,
I would like to take a moment and

wish you all a wonderful holiday
season and best wishes for the New
Year. We at Westfield High School
are looking forward to spending time
with our families and we hope that
you cherish your moments with
friends and families as well.

The teachers, administrators, and I
are committed to working diligently
to provide your children with the
knowledge, understanding, and skills
needed for the future. We appreciate
the support you have shown in the
past and we look forward to continu-
ing to work cooperatively with you to
ensure the success of all our students.

On a separate note, you should
know that a recent public comment
about me at an evening Folio Coffee-
house was puzzling. While I did per-
form at Folio, I had no intention but
to entertain our students. Trust me
when I tell you that I realize my
future is not in comedy and my per-
formances at Folio will be more re-
served in the future.

Please be assured that I am here at
Westfield High School and have been
for the entire school year, with the
exception of professional confer-
ences/meetings, school vacations or
family illness.

Unfortunately, for several days in
November leading into December,
two of my family members were af-
flicted with consecutive medical situ-
ations and I was out of school for that
time period to ensure that proper care
was provided for both of them. I
thank you for your concern during
that time and I am pleased to report
that they are both recovering.

I continue to be very proud of our
students and staff here at Westfield
High School. They have accom-
plished so much this year – academi-
cally, athletically, artistically, and
compassionately – and I look for-
ward to working together with you to
continue our tradition of excellence
as we enter 2014.

Peter Remwick
WHS Principal

Letters to the Editor

2013 Understatement: Obamacare Is
Not Perfect, But It Is A Real Effort

“There is none so blind as those
who will not see.” Matthew Henry
(1662-1714).

Anyone who cannot see the havoc
that ObamaCare is currently wreak-
ing on millions of American citizens,
many of whom who used to have
health insurance and who now no
longer do as a result of the law is
simply not looking. So goes the visu-
ally handicapped couple from
Westfield who penned a letter to The
Westfield Leader Editor on Decem-
ber 19. They somehow still support
the law.

I would be willing to bet that they
are hypocrites not being directly af-
fected by the law. And if they are, I
apologize in advance. But then I
would like to check back with them,
God forbid, the first time one of them
or one of their loved ones needs some
specialized health care and find out
there are no doctors in their
ObamaCare network who treat the
disorder. I wonder if they would still
support the law then.

For them to not see it was a bad
idea for the Federal government to
take over the health care insurance
industry on a 100 percent Demo-
cratic partisan vote, they are not look-
ing. The law completely wiped out
the concept of insurance risk through

the pre-existing condition coverage
thus forcing all healthy young in our
country to buy a product for the first
time in history. Anyone looking can
see the government is running this
program worse than the most poorly
run Division of Motor Vehicle office.
Their excuse for not seeing all this
better be visual impairment.

They made reference to their dis-
appointment with the tone of some of
the letters to the editor in the Novem-
ber 21 paper. I hope this is an im-
provement over my last one. In their
letter they said that ObamaCare “is
not perfect, but it is a real effort to
improve the health and life of Ameri-
cans that are currently excluded from
insurance…” Well, this is quite an
understatement considering it has
caused the net loss of insurance cov-
erage for over 5 million people, de-
spite the hundreds of thousands that
have signed up so far, maybe. Based
on this, I would have to agree that this
law is not perfect. I wonder whether
they characterize the Titanic’s first
voyage as not perfect either. Like the
Democrat’s attempt to help the unin-
sured, the ship also made a real effort
to cross the Atlantic. At least the
Titanic looked good as it left the port.

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield

In Fairness To Westfield Principal Renwick
In fairness to Renwick, this is some-

thing of a folio “tradition”. [When I,
the writer, was in school] a former
principal used to get up there and try
(very horribly) to be funny at the

annual coffee house. It is the only
time I ever heard him swear.

The only difference is, YouTube
had not been invented when the
former principal did it.

New Jersey American Water,
Do They Care?

We all read and hear stories about
government bureaucracy and incompe-
tence resulting in nothing getting done,
but gross incompetence is not limited to
government. It’s pervasive in the corpo-
rate world, too, along with bad customer
service and just not caring about custom-
ers. In a free marketplace, you’re sup-
posed to have the flexibility to find other
options when you’re not happy with a
product or service. This is not the case
with utilities and other monopolized ser-
vices, i.e., water service.

Since early-September 2013, I have
had a water leak at the front curb of my
property in Westfield. I did all the right
things, such as, see for myself if the water
is coming from another property, check
to make sure it was not my irrigation
system, call our water supplier (New
Jersey American Water), etc. It turns out
it is NJ American Water’s issue and only
they can fix it. So, here comes the incom-
petence…

After more than three months of wait-
ing with at least six phone calls from me
to NJ American Water, phone calls from
Westfield Department of Public Works
and Westfield Fire Department to NJ
American Water (on my behalf) and at
least four visits from NJ American Water

to “check the meter” and “mark the utility
lines,” nothing has been done. The result
is a constant, large puddle of water at the
end of my driveway. Worse, the puddle
has frozen several times causing a safety
concern for pedestrians and drivers. I
know NJ American Water knows all of
this, because I have called them many
times and they also received a certified
letter from me detailing all of the facts
and timelines. They just don’t care.

Why, because, no matter how dissatis-
fied we are with NJ American Water, we
can’t “shop” anywhere else. We have no
options. We’re stuck with them!

So, on December 21, 2013 after so
many calls and visits, they finally said,
“we’re sorry this has taken so long, but a
crew is scheduled to be there today.”
Guess what? That date came and went
and nothing. No crew, no trucks, no
work. Nothing, except the same puddle at
the end of my driveway.

I don’t know when this will get fixed,
but starting this month, I will start my
own version of gross incompetence in the
form of not paying my water bill. Let’s
see how they react to that.

Joshua Suri
Westfield

Are Media Images Really Reflecting
Our Society At Its Best?

I was watching ‘The Wizard of Oz’
– the old version – with my family.
Suddenly the bottom third of the
screen displayed the words “Cold
Justice” in white letters on a blood
red background. It faded away. After
the next commercial set the bottom
third of the screen displayed the words
“Major Crimes” in white letters on a
blood red background. It faded away.

During the next commercial breaks
one of the coming attractions fea-
tured a woman bent over the back of
another woman. She had in her hand
a clawed carpenter’s hammer.  The
woman raised the hammer and
brought the front flat head of it down

on the back round head of the other
woman.

Then ‘The Wizard of Oz’ recom-
menced.

In the past few days on television I
have seen brief sets of stories about
mobs of lunatics in India burning
American flags because their hypo-
critical and well paid diplomat in
New York was arrested for keeping a
slave and trying to impose the caste
system in the United States.

I saw Vladimir Putin defend laws
against homosexuality, and, of course,
more news featuring our fearless
leader President Obama apologizing.

The image of the woman crushing
the head of another woman with a
hammer stays with me even like the
image of a President smoking a ciga-
rette as he fights against insurance
companies he seems to blame for his
mother’s death by cancer.

Is it the advertisers? The media?
Are these images really reflecting
our society at its best?

Alfred Brock
Wayne MI

BASENEWS...McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst; The joint base hosted its holiday meal
celebrations Dec. 25, 2013 at the North and West Side dining facilities. Leadership
from across the base took turns serving a holiday meal to service members who
weren't able to be with their families during the holidays.

Captain Tostevin Is No Longer Lost
The discovery and burial with full military honors for Captain Franklin

Tostevin is a wonderful story. This family now has closure for their long lost
relative. There are rows upon rows of tombstones at Normandy with the words
“Here lies a soldier known only to God.” Hopefully there are more discoveries
like this to be made.

Frank was a member of the Westfield High School class of 1940. His
Weather Vane bio can be found at the Westfield Public Library archive website.

Peter Braun WHS ’61
Mountainside

Editor’s Note: With full military honors, U.S. Army Air Force Capt.
FranklinB.Tostevin, 22,ofWestfield,was buriedDecember13, in Denver, Colo.
On March 20, 1945, Capt. Tostevin was the pilot of an F-6P aircraftthatwasshot
down while on reconnaissance:www.goleader.com/13dec19/06.pdf

Westfield Pilot, WHS 1940 Graduate Capt. Franklin B. Tostevin remains
found in Germany. On 20 March 1945, I was flying as wing-man to Capt.
Tostevin over Germany: www.goleader.com/13jul04/07.pdf


