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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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County Drops Appeal; Will
Pay Taxes to Kenilworth
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County has
dropped its appeal of Kenilworth’s tax
assessor’s decision to tax the county for
Galloping Hill Golf Course’s clubhouse
facility.

The county dropped its appeal, which
was to have been heard by the Union
County Board of Taxation on December
19, on December 12 after Kenilworth
withdrew its counter appeal.

As previously reported, the county was
billed $69,341 after the  Kenilworth tax
assessor determined the banquet facility
did not meet the tax-exempt status the
county enjoys for its properties. The as-
sessor also cited revenue the county re-
ceives from rent from the New Jersey
State Golf Association, which has its
offices in the building.

The $15.6-million, 45,000-square-
foot clubhouse, which includes a ban-
quet facility, bar and restaurant, opened
this past spring.

“Sometime in early 2013 we were
aware that the Kenilworth tax assessor
was looking at the project and possible
taxation issue. There were informal dis-
cussions on the matter since that time
and, given those discussions, it was not

surprising that Kenilworth sought to tax
the clubhouse by way of an ‘added as-
sessment,’” according to a statement re-
leased by the county. “We are not aware
of any tax payments to any other munici-
pality for county-owned property.”

When reached by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Monday, Kenilworth Mayor Kathi
Fiamingo said the borough was “pleased”
the county dropped its appeal. In turn, the
borough dropped its counter appeal where
Kenilworth was contesting the amount of
the building that was to be taxed. The
mayor said the borough opted to only tax
the third floor of the three-floor building
where the banquet facility, Red Knot Res-
taurant and golf association are located.

“At this point we don’t have the
issue before us anymore and we’re
pleased. They (the county) have the
right to appeal next year and we will
see what next year brings,” Mayor
Fiamingo said.

“I think it is a sin, you know, the
county competing with local businesses.
It’s just not a good thing, but that’s what
they choose to do,” she added.

The $67,000 tax was for seven months
for 2013. The county expects to pay
$120,000 in 2014.
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This message is brought to you by the Mental Health Association in New Jersey with Social Services 
Block Grant funding from the New Jersey Department of Human Services.

We will help New Jersey residents who have ongoing 
Sandy stress get the assistance they need by 

connecting them with professional guidance, counseling 
and substance abuse services. We’re here for you. 

WE CAN HELP YOU DEAL 
WITH SANDY STRESS.

Call us: 866-202-HELP 4357
TTY:  877-294-4356 | njmentalhealthcares.org

RVSA Members to See
Assessment Increase

Gorbunoff Thanked for
Service to SPF BOE

DWC Announces 2014
Calendar of Events

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), manage-
ment entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID) released the organization’s
tentative calendar for 2014. The DWC, in
conjunction with other organizations in
the Westfield area, sponsors various
events during the year to promote the
downtown area and its businesses.

There will be two separate Restaurant
Weeks in 2014. The first will be held
from February 16 to the 27 with the
second slated from September 28th until
October 9th. Participating restaurants
offer reduced prices and prix fixe menu
options at a discounted rate. The promo-
tion does not extend to Friday and Satur-
day nights of those two weeks.

Girls Night Out, a biannual shopping
and dining event, is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 24 and Thursday, October 16,
from 5 to 9 p.m. DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin said the DWC recently
engaged local businesses in the SID re-
garding events sponsored by the DWC
including Girls Night Out.

“We asked for feedback on what busi-
nesses thought about some of our prior
events,” Ms. Cronin stated. “It’s really
interesting what they said to us. We asked
them if they wanted one Girls Night Out
or two Girls Night Out events [and] which
one, if they only wanted one, would they
want the fall or the spring?

“So based upon that, it looks like the
fall Girls Night Out is really, really popu-
lar. But we know the April one is as well.
So for the 2014 budget process, we’re
saying we should stick with two for this
year. But we also know from just a sched-
uling resources perspective, October is a
little too much for us right now…we may
need to improve a little bit on the Girls
Night Out dates, but for now we’re say-
ing two still seems to be the best.”

The 18th annual Sweet Sounds Down-

town Jazz Festival will be held on nine
consecutive Tuesday nights from July 1
to August 26 from 7 to 9 p.m. while the
summer sidewalk sale and customer ap-
preciation days will be held from Thurs-
day, July 10 through Sunday, July13.

The 13th annual Downtown 5K Run
and Pizza Extravaganza will be held on
Wednesday, July 23 at 7 p.m. The 2013
run held this past July brought over 2,500
runners and over 6,000 spectators to the
downtown area.

The Trick or Treat Downtown and
Costume Contest will be held on Sunday,
October 26, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
Optimist Club of Westfield traditionally
sponsors a Halloween parade that is sched-
uled to begin immediately thereafter.

The Welcome Home to Westfield event
begins with photos with Santa and Mrs.
Claus from Friday, November 28 to Sun-
day, November 30 at the Lord & Taylor
Department Store located on North Av-
enue.

The annual tree lighting ceremony is
scheduled for Sunday, November 30 at
5:30 p.m. at the North Avenue train sta-
tion.

In the past, the DWC have sponsored
several music groups and carolers who
entertain residents in the downtown area
on Thursday evenings and Saturday af-
ternoons during the month of December.
A schedule has not been released yet for
2014.

During the liaison reports section of
the meeting, Heather Robinson, execu-
tive director of the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC),
announced the scheduled dates for the
Spring Fling and the Festifall, spon-
sored by the GWACC. The Spring Fling
will be held on Sunday May 4, while
Festifall is scheduled for Sunday, Sep-
tember 21.

The DWC’s next Board of Directors
meeting is scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 27 at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is
located at 105 Elm Street.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board of
Commissioners approved a tentative 2014
budget at their meeting Thursday night.
The $26.3-million budget is up 1.32 per
cent over 2013. Total municipal assess-
ments will rise 0.54 per cent, but because
of the five-year moving average used to
determine charges, four towns will see
assessments rise while seven will see
drops. The budget will now be sent to
Trenton for approval.

RVSA’s spending is comprised of three
categories: operating expenses, which
covers regular costs; debt service, pay-
ments on loans covering capital improve-
ments; and the capital replacement fund,
which covers costs of major work to
improve or replace equipment.

Operating expenses of $12,360,600
have risen by $232,100 or 1.91 per cent.
A refinance has lowered debt service
costs to $12,885,000, a reduction of
$274,000 or 2.08 per cent. The capital
replacement fund has risen to $975,000,
an increase of $325,000 or 50 percent.

On the revenue side, 2014 assessments
will increase $133,500 to $24,976,500 or
0.54 per cent. About $620,000 of savings
and credits from 2013 were applied to
keep 2014 costs down. Also keeping
down costs is an anticipated $400,000 of
discharge fees. Permit fees and other
revenue contribute about another
$280,000 to the bottom line.

In other business, settlements in the

Passaic River litigation, formally New
Jersey Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) versus Occidental
Chemical, have been approved by the
state. This means the state has settled
with all defendants except Occidental
Chemical. RVSA will need to make a
$95,000 payment to the state by February
12, 2014. Insurance should reimburse the
authority for the majority of this amount,
officials said. An appeal to the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court had been denied, so
no options remain to avoid payment.

The first mediation session in the co-
generation case was scheduled for this past
Monday. This portion of the case involves
CAT/Foley, Keyspan, H.M.M. and J.M.
Reid. Results, if any, will be made public as
they are reported at future meetings. A third
and final arbitrator has been chosen to
handle arbitration with Paulus, Sokolowski
and Sartor (PS&S) and Consolidated Con-
struction Management Services (CCMS).
The arbitration is anticipated to be handled
during the first half of 2014.

RVSA has been seeking to recover
$36 million from the companies per con-
struction of the co-gen facility. The facil-
ity cost $23 million to build, way over the
original $10.4 million proposal.

Most of the other actions at the meet-
ing were normal year-end administrative
functions. Among them were the approval
of a pool of $48,000 for raises for the 21
staff members, to be allocated in amounts
from 2.25 to 3.0 per cent, and a 3 percent
raise for the executive director represent-
ing another $4,500.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – One by one,
members of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Board of Education thanked
David Gorbunoff for his service to
the board as a resolution was read in
his honor at last Thursday evening’s
board meeting. This was Mr.
Gorbunoff’s last meeting of his term
after he lost a bid for reelection in
November.

According to the resolution read
by Board President Trip Whitehouse,
Mr. Gorbunoff has served on the board
since April of 2009 and served on
many different committees includ-
ing the policy, facilities, personnel
and grievance committees. He also
negotiated for the district’s mainte-
nance and custodial contracts and
served on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s Diversity Council. He
noted, “Mr. Gorbunoff was an advo-
cate for openness and fairness. He
had a dedication to all students’ rights.
He was always a voice of reason
behind closed doors.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes stated, “Mr. Gorbunoff al-
ways had equity and fairness for all.
He questioned things appropriately
and you could always count on him
to be the voice of reason. Above all
else he always made decisions rooted
in what is best for the students.”

Board member Betty Anne
Woerner stated, “David brings a
wealth of knowledge to our board
and he never sat back and let things
slide. He contributed a lot of strength,
hard work and humor and is one of
the funniest guys I know.”

One by one all members of the
board thanked Mr. Gorbunoff for his
hard work until board member Dou-
glas Layne simply stated, “We will
miss you and I will miss you.”

Mr. Gorbunoff then spoke stating,
“When I first came to the board, I saw
that this was a special district. All of
us really focus on the students. Dr.
Hayes and the entire administration
work hard to address every aspect of
how the district can help the stu-

dents.”
Mr. Gorbunoff said he would re-

main active within the district.
In other business, members of the

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School’s
Chamber Choir performed a Holiday
medley for the audience. Under the
direction of Jan Allen, the select choir
sang three pieces from their holiday
concert.

Mrs. Allen noted that many mem-
bers of the select choir were also
members of the New Jersey State
Chorus and that those members had
performed recently at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC). She
also told the audience that the choir
had performed recently at the
Princeton University Chapel and last
week at the SPFHS.

Dr. Hayes stated, “I have had the
privilege of seeing this choir perform
a number of times at the school and at
a recent Rotary meeting. I am in-
spired by what these students can
accomplish.”

Board member Warren McFall
added, “I saw these students and 200
more at the concert at the high school
the other day. I am impressed.” Mrs.
Allen noted that the high school’s
chorus has 224 members.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be the board’s re-organiza-
tional meeting which is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 7, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Administration building on
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.

’TIS THE SEASON...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) displays some of the contributions
to the Toys for Tots collection held at his Westfield District Office on North Avenue,
East. Donated toys were collected through Lt. Guy’s 15th Annual Collection.

CO-CHAIRING INAUGURAL... Wil-
liam J. Palatucci of Westfield is co-
chairman of  Governor Chis Christie’s
Inaugural Committee. Proceeds from
fundraising acitivities will benefit Save
Ellis Island, The New Hope Baptist
Church and New Jersey Heroes.

Bramnick Bill to
Hike Penalties for
Stealing Firearms

TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
has introduced bipartisan legislation, A-
4577, that upgrades the crime of stealing
a firearm from a third-degree crime to
one of the second degree. A second de-
gree crime is punishable a term of impris-
onment of five to 10 years, and a fine of
$150,000, or both.

 “Stealing a gun is an offense which
often leads to violent crimes, includ-
ing the loss of life,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “This offense is more serious
than stealing property. This bill sends
a message to criminals they will face
severe consequences for stealing a
firearm. This is a necessary step that
will curb the incidence of violent
crime.”

Assembly Majority Leader Lou
Greenwald (D-6th, Camden) is also a
sponsor of the bill.
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