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Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing

ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer

973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

Call for a free review of  your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

NMLS # 403800

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Stamler Police Academy
Graduates 85 Recruits

RAHWAY – A total of 85 recruits
from law-enforcement departments
in four different counties graduated
from the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy during the December 16th com-
mencement ceremony of the Scotch
Plains institution’s 109th Basic Po-
lice Training Class, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
and academy Director Anton W.
Danco announced Tuesday.

It was the second-largest graduat-
ing class produced by the academy in
the last two decades. United States
District Court Judge William H. Walls
delivered the keynote address to the
recruits and hundreds of onlookers at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center in downtown Rahway.

Acting Prosecutor Park, Union
County Manager Alfred Faella, and
Roselle Park Police Chief and Union
County Police Chiefs Association
Vice-President Paul Morrison also
made remarks, with class president
Rashaun J. Spence of the Jersey
City Police Department delivering
a response on behalf of his class-
mates.

Among the graduates was New
Jersey Institute of Technology police
officer Daniel E. Villanueva, who
earned the Union County Fallen Of-
ficers Memorial Award for his per-
formance during the most recent 20-
week curriculum, which meets the
strict requirements of the New Jersey
Police Training Commission. Also
among those receiving special hon-
ors was Dennis R. O’Berg of the
Jersey City Police Department, re-
cipient of the John H. Stamler Police
Academy Merit Award.

A total of 26 graduating recruits
now will be joining law-enforcement
departments in Union County, in-
cluding seven with the Union County
Sheriff’s Office, six with the Union
Township Police Department, four
with the Plainfield Police Division,

three with the Rahway Police De-
partment, two with the Kean Univer-
sity Police Department, two with the
Mountainside Police Department, and
one apiece with the Union County
Police Department and the Westfield
Police Department.

“There is nothing I or anyone else
here can say that might offer any-
thing close to the degree of honor you
have achieved for yourselves through
your actions during these last several
months,” Ms. Park told the recruits.
“Through grueling workouts, early
mornings, intensive study, and just
about every form of mental, emo-
tional, and physical exertion imagin-
able, you have earned the right to
wear a uniform and badge, to uphold
the law, and to protect and serve.”

The John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy opened in 1946 and moved to its
current location on Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains in 1991. Five years ear-
lier, in 1986, it entered into an endur-
ing working relationship with the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
which continues to have its assistant
prosecutors and detectives teach re-
cruit training courses in many differ-
ent disciplines. Two late Union County
prosecutors were instrumental in work-
ing with the Union County Police
Chiefs Association in cementing this
relationship: John Stamler, in whose
honor the academy was renamed, and
Andrew K. Ruotolo, whose name
graces the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office building in downtown Eliza-
beth.

For more information about the John
H. Stamler Police Academy, call 908-
889-6112 or go online to www.ucnj.org/
government/prosecutor.

READY TO SERVE...Eighty-five recruits graduated on December 16th from the
John H. Stamler Police Academy including two each from the Westfield and
Mountainside Police Departments.

Freeholders OK Separate
Parks, Economic Dev. Depts.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday adopted an ordinance to
reorganize county departments.

The biggest change is that the De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and
Community Renewal will now be
divided into two separate depart-
ments, the Department of Parks and
Recreation, under the direction of
Ron Zuber, and the Department of
Economic Development, under the
direction of William Reyes, who also
serves as deputy county manager.
The divisions of park maintenance
and park environmental services are
being moved from the Department of
Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities, under the direction of Joseph
Graziano, to parks and recreation.

Mr. Zuber currently is on leave
after his wife was arrested and charged
with attempted murder of the couple’s
two children by setting their vehicle
on fire on the Garden State Parkway.
Mr. Reyes was recently hired to fill
the deputy county manager post that
has not been filled since the retire-
ment of M. Elizabeth Genievich in
February of 2012. Mr. Reyes was
most recently director of Elizabeth’s
Planning and Community Develop-
ment Department.

Tina Renna of Cranford called the
reorganization “a huge change,” not-
ing the ordinance in itself is 15 pages
long. She questioned whether the
changes would produce any savings
for the county given that no positions
were eliminated as part of the reorga-
nization, nor was Mr. Graziano’s sal-
ary reduced, as two divisions have
been removed from his department.

“This (reorganization) is shady to
say the least,” Mrs. Renna said.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
Morris County recently did a restruc-
turing, resulting in a savings of $2.2
million. He asked what Union County
will see in savings.

County Manager Al Faella said he
believes the restructuring “will im-
prove our efficiency” by enabling the
county to focus on job creation and
redevelopment in towns within the
economic development department.
He also said he believes the areas of
park events, park maintenance and
park environmental services “belong
together.” He said the savings to the
county as a result of the restructuring
“is approximately $30,000.”

Another change, as referenced by
County Counsel Robert Barry, is that
the director of the Department of
Administrative Services is required
to have a degree from an “accredited
college institution in the field of per-

sonnel or public administration or a
law degree.” Norman Albert, the
department’s director, has a law de-
gree and previously was deputy
county counsel. The previous direc-
tor, Matthew DiRado, also had a law
degree.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a $4,045,438 contract to
Flanagan Contracting of
Hillsborough for upgrades to the
former Warinanco Stadium in
Warinanco Park.

During the freeholders’ agenda
setting meeting that preceded the
regular meeting, Mr. Reyes said the
area use to have a stadium but cur-
rently has a track and port-a-johns
for its bathrooms. He said the track is
“in pretty bad condition.”

“The field is pretty much just grass.
It is used by local soccer clubs but
there is no amenities to it,” he said.
He said the $4 million will be used to
add bleacher seating for 400 specta-
tors, an additional 35 parking spaces,
refurbishing of the eight-lane track
and installation of a synthetic turf
field for multiple sports including
lacrosse, soccer and football. Also
included will be lighting and curb-
ing, a new restroom facility, conces-
sion facilities and a utility room. A
new road into the park also will be
added for access to the track, Mr.
Reyes said.

He said the improvements are part
of the county’s 10-year parks master
plan. A user of the track himself, he
said the improvements are “desper-
ately needed.”

The freeholders also amended a
contract with KemperSports Manage-
ment of Illinois, which operates the
county’s two golf courses, Galloping
Hill in Kenilworth and Ash Brook in
Scotch Plains, to include operational
expenses for management and main-
tenance of the county’s two golf
courses, from January 1 through June
30, for a total contract of $3.1 million.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, said the
county anticipates that the overall
golf operations for the six-month
period will be offset by revenue of
$3.5 million, with $7 million antici-
pated for all of 2014.

At the start of the meeting, a mo-
ment of silence was held for the pass-
ing of Michael Murray, the county’s
former communications director.

The freeholders will hold their re-
organization meeting on Sunday,
January 5, at the Union County Court-
house in the courtroom of Assign-
ment Judge Karen Cassidy begin-
ning at noon. Freeholder Chris Hudak
will be installed as freeholder chair-
man for 2014.

Planning Bd. Approves
Stop & Shop Expansion
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After 10 months
of hearings, the Westfield Planning
Board last Thursday unanimously
approved Stop &Shop’s application
to expand their Elm Street store.

As previously reported, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings at 203 and 195 Elm Street
to enlarge the parking area and in-
crease the store’s square footage from
35,426 square feet to 53,555 square
feet.

Last week’s hearing began with
closing statements by both attorneys
and was followed by some debate
amongst the board members regard-
ing details of the project, before a
final vote was taken.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons law firm in Newark repre-
sented Stop & Shop, while Ronald
Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski and
Holobinko in Red Bank represented
objector James Hughes of Massa-
chusetts Street. It was revealed in
November that Mr. Hughes’ objec-
tion is being funded by Village Su-
permarkets, the owners of the
Garwood ShopRite.

Mr. Gasiorowski argued that Stop
& Shop is the one looking to compete
with larger stores. He said the store
expansion was “bringing the high-
way to Westfield” and that they were
being disingenuous when they said
that they were only looking to cater
to their current clients and not in-
crease the number of shoppers.

He focused his closing argument
on the noise created by tractor trail-
ers, and the safety issues regarding
their ingress and egress from the site,
saying that Stop & Shop’s plan is
unsafe.

Mr. Geneslaw walked the board
through the plans, and a history of the
testimony that was offered. He once
again argued that Mr. Hughes is not

an “effected person” per the state
noise code, and that “Mr. Hughes
never bothered to come here and tes-
tify.”

He also called into question the
reliability of the objector’s experts.
“I would conclude that the applicant’s
testimony was more reliable than that
of the objector,” he told the board,
pointing out that one expert admitted
to not authoring his drawings and
another said he inspected a site in
daylight, but testified to a time before
sunrise.

Special board attorney Robert
Cockren said that while he accepts
Mr. Geneslaw’s objection to Mr.
Hughes being an “affected person,” it
was his belief that current case law
allows him to act as an objector in this
matter.

Board member John Bennett said
the residents who came out from the
neighborhood indicated there are no
current noise problems, and given
that the new design will move un-
loading to an enclosed area, there
should be a reduction of the current
noise levels, not an increase.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon said
the change of the parking layout will
actually increase pedestrian safety as
it will force shoppers onto two marked
crosswalks in order to gain access to
the store.

Board member Robert Newell said
the “benefits (of the application) far
outweigh the detriments” and that
the “applicant has met the statutory
relief” for their variance requests.
The variances granted included the
size of the parking stalls, side yard
setbacks for parking, retaining wall
height and parking lot lighting height.

As part of the approval, Stop &
Shop will have to consolidate all of
its properties to a single deed, limit
delivery hours from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
and limit trash pick-up between the
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
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Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 
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340 North Avenue 
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Westfield's newest hotspot

offering the most unique gifts...EVER!

"a unique, chic encounter"

Entire

 Purchase
Excludes artwork. Coupon must be presented at time of

purchase. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/15/14.

10% off
Jewelry

Home Goods

Artwork

Clothing

Stationery

Kids

Accessories

Bath/Body

Pet

Monthly

Special Events!

Parking available along
Westfield Avenue and

South Avenue

439 South Avenue, West
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.1895
GalleryUWestfield@gmail.com

Gallery U Boutique is a Vocational Training Site providing retail and business opportunities

for people with traumatic brain injuries.  Services provided by Universal Institute.

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

Major Credit Cards Accepted

STAR OF INDIA
Exotic Northern Indian Cuisine

“The Finest Indian Restaurant in New Jersey”

Vegetarian & Non-vegetarian Menu

Open 7 days a week, lunch 11:30am-2:30pm

Friday & Saturday dinner 5pm-10:30pm

Weekly dinner 5pm-10pm

B.Y.O.B.

- Catering for All Occasions -

- Delivery Available -

496 Boulevard (corner of 20th Street)

Kenilworth, NJ  07033

Tel. (908) 272-6633     Fax. (908) 272-6603

Charitable Groups to Receive
Proceeds from Inaugural Fund

TRENTON — – Governor Chris
Christie’s 2014 Inauguration Com-
mittee has named three charitable
organizations in New Jersey that will
be supported with all proceeds raised
by the inaugural fund.

“Every day in every part of our
state, New Jerseyans are doing in-
credible work to support their neigh-
bors, enrich their communities, and
preserve the proud history of New
Jersey for future generations,” said
William J. Palatucci, co-chairman of
the Inaugural Committee and
Westfield resident. “This year, Gov-
ernor Christie is proud to continue
the precedent he set four years ago of
emphasizing service, volunteerism,
and philanthropy by donating pro-
ceeds from all inaugural activities to
support three incredibly worthwhile
organizations that are doing wonder-
ful things for our state and our people.”

All proceeds from the Inaugural
Committee’s fundraising activities
will go to benefit these organizations
that enrich our communities through
service, volunteerism, and historic
preservation.

The three nonprofit organizations
are:

Save Ellis Island. Save Ellis Island
is the designated National Park Ser-
vice non-profit fundraising partner.
Its mission is to raise the funds and
oversee the rehabilitation, restora-
tion and reuse of the 29 unrestored
buildings on New Jersey’s portion of
Ellis Island.

The New Hope Baptist Church.
Led by Pastor Joe Carter, the New
Hope Baptist Church has supported
in-need Newark families and the com-

munity at large through its 14 minis-
tries that include education, food and
clothing, drug abuse counseling, and
youth outreach and development. The
traditional morning Inaugural Ser-
vice will be hosted by New Hope
Baptist Church on Inauguration Day.

New Jersey Heroes. Inspired by
Governor Christie’s 2010 Inaugural
activities to recognize New Jerseyans
who do remarkable things for their
communities, New Jersey Heroes was
founded by First Lady Mary Pat
Christie to recognize everyday New
Jersey citizens and promote their
causes. In highlighting these amaz-
ing stories as examples to be proud
of, New Jersey Heroes hopes to in-
spire fellow New Jerseyans to give
back to their communities. Today,
programmatic support has grown to
include scholarships for veterans and
high school seniors to use towards
their post-secondary educations.

By once again supporting chari-
table organizations with proceeds
from the Inaugural Committee and
the Inaugural Celebration, Governor
Christie is continuing a precedent set
in his first inauguration four years
ago, which emphasized community
partnerships, volunteerism, and the
importance of public service.

New Jerseyans can support the In-
auguration Committee and its chari-
table partners by donating at
www.inaugural2014.org. Tickets to
the evening inaugural celebration at
Ellis Island can be purchased for $500
per person, and, for those who cannot
attend, contributions of any amount
up to $500 can also be made to the
committee.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


