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Become Part Of The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team.
At Coldwell Banker, There Are No Sales Positions...Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
13-01-17: FOCUS ON GUN VIOLENCE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
center, speaks at a press conference Monday in Cranford by Mayors Against
Illegal Guns to announce plans to lobby Congress for federal legislation aimed at
ending gun violence. Among those pictured in the front row are: New Providence
Mayor J. Brooke Hern, Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., Westfield
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan and Roselle Mayor Jamel Holley.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
13-02-14: COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in
Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area in snow.

Photo courtesy of Rich Buchanan
13-03-14: IT’S YOUR WEDDING DAY...In Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s
spring musical, The Wedding Singer, Robbie (played by Christopher Centinaro)
sings the reprise of the opening song to Julia (Rachel Naugle) while cast members
blend their voices in perfect harmony.

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
13-01-24: ST. PATRICK’S DAY PREP…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Joe
Nolan from Channel 7 Eyewitness News, Brian Costello and Brian Walter,
owners of OH’Brian’s in Fanwood, were celebrity bartenders at this year’s St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Fundraiser in Kenilworth. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr.
Costello, Mr. Walter, Mayor Mahr and Mr. Nolan.

Megan K. Scott for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
13-01-24: ANNUAL MARCH…Marchers walk down East Broad Street in
Westfield to the First Congregational Church on Elmer Street on Monday
during the 26th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day March.

2013 Year In Review: January Through May2013 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Scotch Plains

Democratic leaders from all lev-
els of government descended upon
Scotch Plains on New Year’s Day to
watch former councilman Kevin
Glover assume the mayor’s seat.
After Mr. Glover and new Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella were
sworn in to their posts, Democrats
took a 3-1 council advantage.

Louis Beckerman, who led the
township Democratic Party since
late 2009, was unanimously named
to the township council, filling the
vacancy created when Mr. Glover
resigned his council seat to assume
the mayoralty on January 1.

Betty Anne Woerner, Trip
Whitehouse and Karen Kulikowski
were all elected to three-year terms
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

The newly Democratic-con-
trolled township council appointed
Judy Verrone of the Decotis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole law firm in
Teaneck as township attorney, re-
placing Jeffrey Lehrer, who had
served in the position since 2010.

Two newcomers were chosen at
the reorganization meeting of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board to
lead the board this year, with John
Thompson being selected as chair-
man and Michael Graziano named
vice-chairman. Mr. Thompson, who
was appointed to a three-year term
on the board, defeated Paulette
Coronato, who had served as chair-
woman for the previous four years.

The Scotch Plains Management
Corp. (SPMC), the overseer of busi-
ness district improvement efforts,
faced an uncertain future given its
lack of a manager and Mayor
Glover’s proposal to suspend as-
sessments.

Council members sparred over
appointments, council procedures
and proper recognition of volun-

teers. At its conference meeting,
the council appointed a new town-
ship auditor, labor relations attor-
ney and tax appeal attorney.

Fanwood
Fanwood council members unani-

mously pledged their full support
for Mayors Against Illegal Guns,
(MAIG) a coalition of mayors com-
mitted to combating gun violence
with preventative measures.

The Fanwood Planning Board
designated Dale Flowers as its new
chairman.

Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky focused

on Westfield’s successful commu-
nications during Superstorm Sandy
in his annual state of the town ad-
dress.

At its reorganization meeting the
Westfield Board of Education wel-
comed new members Lucy Biegler
for a three-year term and Brendan
Galligan for a one-year term, as
well as returning members Gretchan
Ohlig and Richard Mattessich for
three-year terms. The board re-
elected Mr. Mattessich to serve as
president, and Rosanne Kurstedt to
serve as vice-president.

The town’s recreation commis-
sion appointed former councilman
and 10-year commission member,
Peter Echausse, as its chairman for
2013, and Tom Rippenger as vice-
chairman.

The town’s zoning board of ad-
justment reappointed William
Heinbokel to serve as chairman and
Chris Masciale as vice-chairman
during the board’s annual reorgani-
zation meeting. Mr. Heinbokel has
served as board chairman for 10
years.

Mark Holloway, the 14-year-old
Westfield High School freshman
who died of a flu-related illness,
was remembered at a vigil held by
his friends and classmates in front
of Westfield High School.

Garwood
Bill Nierstedt, a 25-year Garwood

resident, took his seat on the dais of
the borough council 10 years after
his initial attempt to serve. Mr.
Nierstedt and his running mate, Ann
Palmer, took the oath of office dur-
ing a swearing-in ceremony.

The debate over the Garwood Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) was re-
ignited with borough council mem-
bers sparring over the exact cost to
taxpayers and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi twice having to gavel
the more than hour-long work ses-
sion to order. Councilman Jim
Mathieu accused Mayor
Quattrocchi of having misquoted
the price of the $3.2-million project
and refusing to correct herself.

Cranford
Newly elected Township Com-

mitteeman Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
was elected by the township com-
mittee to serve as mayor for 2013,
and Edward O’Malley was elected
as deputy mayor.

Mountainside
Kate Motz and Jeane Parker were

sworn in for three-year terms on the
board of education. James Ruban,
Jr. and Christopher Minks, who
served as president and vice-presi-
dent, respectively, in 2012, were
nominated and unanimously re-
elected to those positions.

The borough council discussed
proposed capital improvements to
the Mountainside Public Library.
According to council members, the
library is in need of a new HVAC
(heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning) unit.

County
Creation of a mayors emergency

management group for future
storms, a county gun buyback pro-
gram, job training and business as-
sistance and a community energy
aggregation program topped the list
of initiatives announced by 2013
Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman Linda Carter at the county’s

156th reorganization meeting.
Area

A group of 14 New Jersey may-
ors and other officials announced
plans for what they defined as
“commonsense” gun laws follow-
ing the Newtown, Conn. mass
shootings that resulted in the deaths
of 20 schoolchildren and six adults
last December.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) Board of Com-
missioners passed its 2013 budget
without an increase in operating
expenses, although several mem-
ber municipalities saw increases to
their assessments. The budget un-
derwent state review before it was
finalized. For the first time in many
years, RVSA’s board unanimously
approved a budget.

FEBRUARY
Scotch Plains

Alexander Smith, the head of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tea Party,
was narrowly elected chairman of
the township Republican Commit-
tee. He defeated Paulette Coronato,
the former councilwoman who was
seeking to succeed former Mayor
Martin Marks, who resigned as
chairman following the 2012 mu-
nicipal elections after moving to
Cranford.

The township council sparred a
bit over some of the specifics of its
procedural rules as well as the ap-
pointment of a new health insur-
ance broker for 2013.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
approved with conditions the first
“baby step” in the configuration of
the Shackamaxon Country Club
property, which was established in
the township in 1916. The approval
of the minor subdivision will create
two new lots from existing lots,
which combined will comprise
145.19 acres, and currently oper-
ates as the Shackamaxon Golf Club.
A new 14.50-acre lot will be cre-
ated for a future townhouse age-

restricted development consisting
of 16 units to be built by Toll Broth-
ers, which is planned to have access
to Lamberts Mill Road, leaving the
balance of the property, 130.69
acres, for continued use as a coun-
try club.

In a 6-1 vote, members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education approved the purchase
of property next to Terrill Middle
School. According to Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse, the almost
one acre of property to the right of
the middle school cost the district
$223,000. The district is planning
to tear down the house that cur-
rently sits on the property.

Fanwood
The council appointed three Fan-

wood residents to the Municipal
Consolidation Study Commission
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood: An-
thony DiBattista, Joe Nagy and
borough council member Jack
Molenaar.

Westfield
Hearings began on an applica-

tion before the planning board to
expand the Stop & Shop supermar-
ket on Elm Street. Objecting to the
application was James Hughes of
Massachusetts Street, who was not
present at the meeting but was rep-
resented by Attorney Art Attenasio.

Mayor Skibitsky announced he
would seek an unprecedented third
term as mayor of Westfield.

Following a request for Mayor
Skibitsky to join Mayors Against
Illegal Guns by residents from
Westfield-based New Jersey Resi-
dents for Action, the council passed
a resolution calling on citizens to
contact their congressional repre-

sentative and the NJ SAFE task
force.

Sixteen new housing units were
approved for applicant C.W.M.&P.,
Inc. for 314 Myrtle Avenue and 321
Grove Street, the wooded area
across from the Westfield Indoor
Tennis Club.

The Westfield BOE introduced
its preliminary budget for the 2013-
2014 school year of $96,402,166,
with $86,360,678 coming from the
local tax levy.

Pilot Frank Dombroski, along
with Jeff O’Connor and Michael
Oster, counted their blessings and
joked about how many of their “nine
lives” they had used up as they
recounted a series of unfortunate
events that would leave them shiv-
ering in single-digit temperatures,
but virtually unscathed, after the
plane they were traveling in crashed
five miles north of Lake Placid,
N.Y.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) observed a moment
of silence for Lee Hale, a longtime
Westfield resident who served as
the DWC’s treasurer and had passed
away. DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin said, “It is a huge
loss for us.”

Nearly 37 years after the brutal
rape and murder of Lena Triano in
her Westfield home, Carlton
Franklin, who was only 15 at the
time, was sentenced by state Supe-
rior Court Judge Robert Kirsch to
an indeterminate amount of time,
up to 10 years, in prison.

Garwood
Victor DeFilippo resigned from

the borough council. The resigna-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
13-04-18: PLAY BALL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball Association holds
opening day activities April 13. Unfortunately, many games had to be cancelled
due to Friday’s rain, which left fields too wet to play. Not all were cancelled,
including a game on Booth Field where the opening day was attended by mayors
from both Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
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