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Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader
13-05-30: GRADUATION NIGHT…Union County College (UCC) graduates
stand after entering Kean University’s Harwood Arena in Union for UCC’s 69th
commencement exercises held May 22.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
13-05-30: IN THEIR HONOR...The American flag stands at attention as veter-
ans, officers and area residents show their respect at the Memorial Day Parade
held Monday in downtown Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
13-04-18:OPENING DAY…The Westfield Baseball League players participate
in the Opening Day Parade on April 13. Players, parents and coaches walk to
Gumbert Field where they enjoyed a day filled with festivities.

the county subsidizing the facility to
the tune of $17 million as of the end of
2011.

Area
The RVSA board saw its 2013 bud-

get passed without an increase in its
operating expense budget, although
several member municipalities did see
increases to their assessments.

The RVSA looked to settle its claims
against some of the companies involved
in the construction of the cogeneration
facility. Mediation was set for May and
June to involve PS&S (Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor) and CCMS
(Consolidated Construction Manage-
ment Services Corporation).

MARCH
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Education
approved a preliminary 2013-2014 to-
tal budget of $96,402,166 with a local
tax levy of $86,360,678, representing
an increase of $1.6 million over the
previous year.

The Westfield Planning Board con-
tinued to review a revised and resub-
mitted application by Stop & Shop
Supermarket Company LLC (Stop &
Shop) to expand its Elm Street loca-
tion. Revisions were made in response
to concerns regarding parking, drain-
age and lighting ratios.

The Westfield Town Council pre-
sented and approved on first reading
the $38.5-million 2013 municipal bud-
get. While the budget was up over $1.5
million from the previous year’s spend-
ing plan, the town remained under the
state-mandated, 2-percent cap. The
average Westfield home assessed at
$180,500 saw an increase of approxi-
mately $90 for the year.

Following several round-table dis-
cussions on how to be better prepared
in disasters and other emergencies, the
town began the process of purchasing a
mobile command center and a perma-
nent generator for the Department of
Public Works facility. The council
passed an ordinance, by a vote of 6-1,
allocating $360,000 for the purchases.

A group of Harding Street residents
objected to a redistricting option by the
Westfield Board of Education, which
was given to seven out of 27 families of
Washington Elementary School stu-
dents whose children would be going
to two different middle schools. The
seven families were given the option
for siblings to stay together in either
Roosevelt or Edison Intermediate
Schools. The redistricting was in re-
sponse to a previously conducted popu-
lation study.

Scotch Plains
Frustrations over the track record

and future direction of the four-year-
old Scotch Plains Management Corpo-
ration (SPMC) were aired by both busi-
ness owners and council members as
the governing body prepared to con-
sider SPMC’s 2013 budget.

A three-judge state Appellate Court
panel ordered the township to issue
permits to T-Mobile and Verizon Wire-
less for construction of a 125-foot cell
tower monopole in the 130-acre Hill-
side Cemetery on Park Avenue. The
decision reversed a state Superior Court
decision as well as the township’s board
of adjustment October 2010 decision
that rejected the application.

The council gave its final approval to
a redevelopment agreement between
the municipal government and NJ Golf
Partners regarding the development of
age-restricted housing on a portion of
the Shackamaxon Country Club prop-
erty and the maintaining of the country
club as a golf course for at least the next
five years.

The search for a new township man-
ager began with the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil divided over the process after the
resignation of Henry Underhill, the
municipal government’s fourth town-
ship manager since 2008.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education approved a motion allow-
ing a $300,000 transfer from its capital
reserve account for the purchase of a
Terrill Road property to the right of
Terrill Middle School. The district plans
to tear down the house on the one-acre
property, stating that there were many
uses for the property and that the pur-
chase was an opportunity to acquire
additional land.

The BOE unanimously passed the
2013-2014 school budget of $86.1
million, making the total local tax levy
$77,991,986 for the 2013-2014 bud-
get, representing a $1.6-million increase
over the 2012-2013 budget – a 2.11-
percent tax increase for Fanwood resi-
dents and 1.47-percent tax increase for

Scotch Plains residents.
Fanwood

The Fanwood Borough Council ap-
proved sharing services with Scotch
Plains on an emergency radio station.
Scotch Plains would be lead partner on
the shared emergency radio station and
planned to proceed with the station,
whether or not Fanwood shared the
service.

The borough’s planning board heard
an application from Sprint Nextel Cor-
poration (Sprint) and New Cingular
Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) to erect a
150-foot temporary tower at 57 South
Avenue. A Public Service Enterprise
Group (PSEG) tower formerly located
there came down for renovations in
July 2012. The cell carriers, which had
an antenna on that tower, proposed a
temporary tower to restore coverage
during the PSEG tower’s absence. The
board denied the application since there
was a possibility that the applicants
could join another temporary tower at
1 South Avenue, approved for T-Mo-
bile in December 2012.

Cranford
The Cranford Township Committee

heard the last round of reports by de-
partment heads presenting their tenta-
tive budgets for 2013. The preliminary
municipal budget was $34,292,514,
representing an increase of $322,476,
or 0.95 percent, over 2012. A total of
$21,303,085 would be raised in taxes,
an increase of $460,343, or 1.96 per-
cent, over the previous year.

The township committee appointed
an expert in legal ethics to look into
whether there were any conflicts of
interest in having the former township
attorney and his law firm represent the
township in two significant housing
development matters, as the firm’s ties
to the developers were being ques-
tioned.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice sponsored the first statewide Au-
tism and Law Enforcement Training
Program for police officers, criminal
justice professionals and other first re-
sponders. The all-day program attracted
300 officers from New Jersey and be-
yond. State government officials, in-
cluding Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
and state Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), both
addressed the crowd.

Garwood
Republicans gathered for the Union

County GOP Convention at The
Westwood in Garwood to show their
support for Governor Chris Christie.
The governor was in attendance and
addressed the crowd.

At the Garwood Borough Council’s
meeting, it was announced that resi-
dents would face a 3.31-percent prop-
erty-tax hike under the 2013 proposed
municipal budget. The increase would
amount to $95 per $100,000 of as-
sessed property value. The proposed
$5.797 million in tax revenues would
go to fund a $7.7-million budget –
nearly $200,000 higher than the 2012
spending plan.

Former Republican candidate Steven
Blaufeder was unanimously approved
by the borough council to fill the seat
vacated by the resignation of Victor
DeFilippo.

Borough school board members
unanimously adopted a tentative $8.5-
million budget, which translated into a
$95.33 school-tax hike per home as-
sessed at $100,000. The $7.1-million
tax levy is $192,000 more than the
previous year’s revised $6.9 million.
While the hike exceeded the 2-percent
cap allowed by state law, it falls under
the maximum when special-education
instruction and health benefits for school
employees are exempted – enabling it
to be passed without requiring voter
approval.

Mountainside
The Mountainside Board of Educa-

tion unanimously approved a tentative
budget for the 2013-2014 school year
of $15,216,333, with $14,351,445 to
be raised in school taxes.

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil approved a resolution, known as the
Periodic Re-examination of the Master
Plan and Zoning Ordinance, to under-
take a general re-examination of the
borough’s Master Plan and develop-
ment regulations, to help revitalize the
light industrial zone by expanding uses
and to limit overbuilding.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders were asked by a Summit
councilman to reduce a projected $19.2-
million increase in the county’s tax
levy by $13 million.

The Freeholders considered resolu-

tions to increase professional services
contracts by a total of $630,000 as part
of a $22-million upgrade at the Union
County correctional facility.

APRIL
Westfield

Peter Franks, a vice-president of the
Westfield Soccer Association, asked
the town’s recreation commission to
consider new signage at the soccer and
lacrosse fields at Sid Faye and Houlihan
fields and at the soccer field on Rahway
Avenue near the Roman Catholic
Church of St. Helen, stating the
Westfield Soccer Association would
pay for the signs.

The Westfield Town Council dis-
cussed a series of upcoming ordinances
that would bring the town into compli-
ance with current affordable-housing
regulations. The ordinances were a re-
sult of the settlement of the Sunnyside
Senior Housing lawsuit, and – along
with court approval – would prevent
any future developers from bringing a
builder’s-remedy type lawsuit against
the town. The ordinances were still
being revised and would ultimately
involve rezoning to allow for afford-
able housing to be built. It also would
enable Westfield to participate in the
county’s affordable housing rehabili-
tation program, as well as run its own
rehabilitation program for rental units,
and would allow for special needs and
supportive housing.

The Westfield Board of Adjustment
approved a 16-townhouse development
at the corner of Grove Street and Myrtle
Avenue.

Scotch Plains
The township council unveiled its

2013 municipal budget, calling for a
1.26-percent increase in the municipal
portion of property-tax bills, amount-
ing to about a $24 increase for the
average homeowner. The proposed
$24.1-million spending plan is almost
$500,000 more than the previous year’s
budget, and about 60 percent would be
funded by the raising of $15.9 million
in property taxes, a $135,342 increase
over 2012. The municipal rate would
increase 2 cents, to $1.479 per $100 of
assessed value, meaning that for the
average assessed home of $121,700,
the increase would be $24.34. The av-
erage municipal tax bill would rise
from $1,775 to $1,799.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil held a four-and-a-half-hour special
meeting with neighbors (Stop The Cell
Tower) of the Hillside Cemetery who
were upset by a recent state Appeals
Court decision to overturn a January
2012 decision made by state Superior
Court Judge Karen M. Cassidy to up-
hold the board of adjustment’s denial
to allow T-Mobile and Verizon to in-
stall a 125-foot monopole in the cem-
etery. The meeting ended with Mayor
Kevin Glover saying the township
would commit to paying for the group
to consult with Zoning Board Attorney
Vincent Loughlin, but could not com-
mit any more monies toward an appeal
of the latest decision.

Scotch Plains police were notified
by a staff member at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School that a hand-
written note containing a bomb threat
had been found in a common area of
the high school. Students were evacu-
ated and parents were alerted via
Honeywell Alert. The Scotch Plains
Police Department’s K-9 Unit and
Bomb Squad along with the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and the New
Jersey State Police performed a sys-
tematic walk-through and the school
was cleared. All students and staff safely
returned to the building and school had
a normal dismissal.

Fanwood
Elite Properties (EP) proposed con-

tinuing construction on the Fanwood
Crossing complex in the borough’s
downtown redevelopment district. The
company gained occupancy of Fan-
wood Crossing I (FWC-I), the building
on the corner of Martine and South
Avenues, in July 2012. In August 2012,
EP made a redevelopment agreement
with the borough, and committed to
construct three additional sites: Fan-
wood Crossing II (FWC-II), a four-
story mixed-use building; Fanwood
Crossing III (FWC-III), a three-story
residential building with a first-floor
parking garage, and a municipal park-
ing area behind both buildings that will
ultimately belong to the borough.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
(FML) board discussed progress on
initiatives in its five-year Strategic Plan.
The library had selected a new logo,
and planned to commission a designer

for an upgraded website. To facilitate
deeper structural changes, the board
was reaching out to the Fanwood Coun-
cil for support and input, as well as
soliciting patron and resident input
through a public survey.

The Fanwood Borough Council in-
troduced the borough’s 2013 budget.
The proposed 12.704-percent munici-
pal tax rate represented a 2.74-percent
increase from the previous year so the
average household would pay approxi-
mately $63 more in municipal taxes in
2013 than in 2012.

Cranford
The township planning board

amended its Master Plan to comply
with a December 9, 2011 court order
issued by state Superior Court Judge
Lisa Chrystal. The move would bring
Cranford into compliance with the New
Jersey Fair Share Plan with a housing
element. The move would allow the
township to appeal the decision made
by Judge Chrystal to allow Cranford
Development Associates (CDA) to
build 360 apartments at 215/235
Birchwood Avenue. The decision was
rendered in favor of the CDA when it
sued the township using a builder’s-
remedy lawsuit.

Garwood
Council members adopted a $7.4-

million budget – nearly $275,000 higher
than the previous year. Borough resi-
dents would see their taxes increase
3.31 percent, or $95 per $100,000 of
assessed property value.

Mountainside
Mountainside Board of Education

adopted a $15,216,333 budget for the
2013-2014 school year, of which
$14,215,815 would be raised in taxes.
The owner of a home assessed at the
average of $165,537 will pay $4,917 in
school taxes, compared to the previous
year’s tax of $4,768, an increase of
$149.

Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
presented details on the borough’s 2013
budget, detailing the reasons for the
$312,160 increase as compared to the
previous year. The total increase was
4.12 percent. The owner of a home
assessed at $165,537, the average as-
sessment in the borough, would see
their municipal taxes increased by ap-
proximately $115.

County
The Union County Freeholders an-

nounced that the county was monitor-
ing actions taken by the state Attorney
General’s office against Birdsall Ser-
vices Group after the company’s former
chief executive officer and six other
executives were indicted on charges
they conspired to avoid the restrictions
of the state’s Pay-to-Play Act by dis-
guising illegal corporate political con-
tributions as personal contributions of
employees of the firm, although the
allegations did not involve work done
by the firm in Union County.

The Freeholders’ Fiscal Affairs Com-
mittee concluded its budget hearings
on a proposed $494.5-million budget
with a $321.7-million tax levy, repre-
senting a $19-million increase over
2012.

A state Superior Court judge ruled
that a Cranford resident, Tina Renna,
who runs a blog on Union County
government, was protected by the state’s
journalist shield law and thus could not
be required to comply with a subpoena
by the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice regarding the alleged misuse of
county-owned generators by county
employees during Hurricane Sandy.

MAY
Westfield

Following the final approval of six
new rezoning ordinances by the town
council, Westfield positioned itself to
comply with the second round of the
state’s affordable-housing regulations.
The six ordinances were a result of the
settlement of the Sunnyside Senior
Housing lawsuit; along with court ap-
proval, they prevent any future devel-
opers from bringing a builder’s-rem-
edy lawsuit against the town.

Later in the month, the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR) held a
rededication ceremony of its charter at
the Reeve History and Cultural Re-
source Center, and Westfielders en-
joyed the annual Spring Fling, spon-
sored by the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce.

Also this month, the Westfield High
School boys and girls swim teams were
honored for winning their second state
championships.

The town’s recreation commission
also agreed to develop a no-smoking or
no-tobacco policy for the town’s parks

and recreation properties.
May saw the end of an era in

Westfield, as Lindeman Buick closed
its doors, leaving the town without a
single new-car dealership.

Near month’s end, Attorney General
Jeffrey S. Chiesa announced the ap-
pointment of former federal prosecu-
tor Grace H. Park of Westfield as acting
Union County prosecutor, effective
June 17.

Garwood
Borough Council members approved

an ordinance on second reading, re-
quiring residents to place leaves in
biodegradable bags or in containers 32
gallons or less. The measure, which
ended the Department of Public Works’
(DPW) practice of vacuuming leaves
left in the streets by residents, passed
by a 4-2 tally, with Council President
Sara Todisco and Councilman Steve
Blaufeder opposing the ordinance.

Mountainside
The Mountainside Borough Coun-

cil officially adopted the borough’s
2013 budget. The owner of a home
assessed at $165,537, the average as-
sessment of a home in the borough,
saw his or her taxes increase by $115.

Scotch Plains
Two weeks before the township

council’s vote on the 2013 municipal
budget, Mayor Kevin Glover said that
no additional funding for the township
library would be available this year.
The mayor said that the library in re-
cent years had been spared cuts to its
budget while other township depart-
ments’ expenditures were pared back.

A split township council later ap-
proved the 2013 municipal budget that
was to be funded in part by a 1.26-
percent increase in municipal property
taxes, the smallest increase in a decade,
according to Mayor Glover. The 3-2
vote to approve the $24.1-million
spending plan followed several weeks
of public protest about the proposed
funding levels for the township library.

Fanwood
The borough’s planning board ap-

proved an application from Elite Prop-
erties to develop two new Fanwood
Crossing buildings and a municipal
parking lot joining them.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell also
noted that Police Chief Richard Trigo
had requested that the council consider
lowering speed limits on stretches of
Terrill Road and Martine Avenue to
coincide with Scotch Plains’ plans to
lower speed limits on certain parts of
these streets.

In mid-May, dedicated students
showed their spirit at the “Relay For
Life” event at the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School. The nationwide
event raises much-needed funds and
awareness to help cure cancer.

Cranford
Approximately three dozen residents,

mostly from Cranford, came out to a
Westfield Town Council meeting to
object to the rezoning of 206 Spring-
field Avenue and several other parcels
of land to allow for future development
of affordable housing.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC,
owned by Ray Rodgers, will construct
24 units, four of which will be set aside
as affordable housing. The majority of
the residents who spoke out against the
rezoning and pending development on
Springfield Avenue were residents of
Cranford, whose homes border the
property.

Many of the residents cited concerns
about water run-off, traffic implica-
tions and changing the look of their
neighborhood. Several of the residents
also said the previous owners, who sold
the property in 2004, would not have
sold the property to Mr. Rodgers if they

had known his intent.
County

To support a nearly $494-million
budget, Union County taxes would rise
by $15 million; Westfield taxes rose by
$2.1 million, while the Scotch Plains
levy increased nearly $884,000.

The long-time head of the Union
County Democratic Party and execu-
tive director of the Union County Im-
provement Authority (UCIA), Char-
lotte DeFilippo of Hillside, announced
her retirement, effective August 1, in a
special UCIA meeting.

Ms. DeFilippo had served as UCIA
executive director since 2002. The im-
provement authority’s board of com-
missioners voted to appoint Mark W.
Brink, the assistant director, as interim
executive director.

In a statement, Ms. DeFilippo said:
“In recent weeks, the Authority and I
have come under an unwarranted se-
ries of criticisms that have threatened
this progress and the agency’s
integrity…I value my reputation, that
of the improvement authority and all
the projects we have completed through
the years for various communities.”

She said the criticisms threatened
future projects such as the planned
expansion of the Union County Col-
lege campus in Cranford.

Later in the month, Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow also
announced his retirement, effective June
17. He had served as prosecutor since
being appointed in 2002 by Governor
James McGreevey. He was reappointed
by Governor Jon Corzine in 2008.

Region
Plans emerged that called for NJ

Transit to provide some of its newly
purchased dual-powered locomotives
for Raritan Valley Line trains both at
peak daily commuter times as well as
off-peak weekday hours and week-
ends. The dual-powered locomotives
would replace diesel engines, which
cannot be used in the transit tunnels to
New York.

On May 1, approximately 150
people gathered at Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield to hear politicians, law-
enforcement personnel and religious
leaders speak about gun legislation on
the state and national level and what
can be done to stem the tide of vio-
lence.

During May, the Union County Ho-
micide Task Force and the Clark Po-
lice Department investigated the death
of a township man, Joseph Galfy of
Starlite Drive. The search eventually
led police to Caleb Lawrence
McGillvary, 24, who was arrested at
the Greyhound Bus Terminal in Phila-
delphia. Officers were called to the
Clark home for a welfare check and
discovered the victim. McGillvary is
better known as Kai the hatchet-
wielding hitchhiker, after he was
credited for using a hatchet to thwart
an attacker from nearly killing a
Northern California utility worker.
His interview with a Fresno TV sta-
tion went viral and was viewed by
millions.

Later in the month, towns celebrated
parades and gathered to lay wreaths to
remember veterans who lost their lives
defending the United States.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2013 Year In Review: January Through May

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
13-05-02: TRAFFIC TANGO...The “Dancing Policeman” entertains attendees
while also directing traffic at the Classic Car and Motorcycle Auction and Show
held Saturday at the National Guard Armory in Westfield.

Next week’s edition of
the newspaper will

be delivered on
Friday, January 3,

Due to
New Year’s Day.


