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CF Hopes to Have Hillside
Liner Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced
that Conrail has given its ap-
proval for the township to install
a tubular liner that would make
the Hillside tunnel, also known
as the Kanishka Pass, safe for
pedestrians and school-aged
children to cross through the
tunnel.

The township had been wait-
ing since September to get the
go-ahead. Children heading to
the Hillside Avenue School use
the tunnel to go to and from
school, thereby avoiding the
busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township
had installed a temporary
boardwalk through the tunnel
to help counteract the danger-
ous conditions caused by wa-
ter, mud, and wind leaking
through cracks in the tunnel.
Prior to the installation, the
township had closed the tunnel
because of unsafe conditions.
Conrail also has applied epoxy
in the areas it thought were
leaking; however, it continues
to leak.

Once the liner is installed,
should the tunnel leak, the wa-
ter would run down between the
tunnel and the liner and flow to
the outside and into a drain sys-
tem, Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr.
told The Westfield Leader.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail
that it was unaware of when
setting up a new contract with
Conrail. Mayor Hannen said this
fee was negotiated down from
$30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a
safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Leader. “Hopefully, be-
fore they get back from winter
vacation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher
Creamer to perform the work on
the tunnel. Since then, the con-
tractor has taken on other work,
and the township is now scram-
bling to get Fletcher Creamer to
install the liner before school
starts back up in January.

A colored conceptual drawing
of the streetscape was presented.
“I consider this a downtown
model,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.
The new expanded lot would be
100 feet deep by 150 feet in
width. Mr. Tsapatsaris also pro-
posed a six-foot-high vinyl fence
on the rear lot line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the
building extend to the lot line
with no setback. The code re-
quires a 10-foot side-yard set-
back.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also
did not provide landscaping
around the fenced-in trash area
in the rear of the lot and land-
scaping along the back fence as
required. There also were light-
ing variances and other land-
scaping variances.

Residents who live behind the
property and next door, as well
as the Garwood Mall director of
management, asked the appli-
cant questions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who

lives on Willow Avenue behind
the applicant’s property, asked if
the applicant would consider only
having eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic
reason.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would
consider 12 units, as the board
alluded to. “I don’t know without
further analysis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

“I see on average 40 percent of
the parking spaces being occu-
pied,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said, when
asked by Mr. Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is abso-
lutely gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns
with noise from the dumpsters
being rolled out in the early hours
down the path on the side of his
house that would disturb his fam-
ily sleeping. He also asked about
the lighting, and suggested he
change his plan to have lighting
on poles that lit toward the build-
ing with shields, and asked to

Garwood Board to Expand South  Avenue Building
have a fence on the side-yard
lines. Mr. Kelly said the trash
currently is brought out in front
of his property for pickup. The
new proposal has a private hauler
remove the garbage from the
rear trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would
consider altering his current light-
ing plan.

The board will continue the
hearing on Wednesday, January
22, at 7:30 p.m. and expects to
hear testimony from a planner
and traffic expert.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON...Carolers create a lively atmosphere in Garwood
on Saturday at a holdiday event during which the fire department pulled Santa
Claus on a sled throughout the borough.

It’s that time once again for
my annual “Please Recycle All of
Your Christmas Paper And Pack-
aging” letter. Remember, there
is no reason for the amount of
garbage we residents put out at
the curb for pickup the day after
Christmas to be any more than
usual. All of the wrapping paper
that we receive is just that –
paper – it all can and should be
recycled.

All of the cardboard toy and
gift box packaging is paper
too. That should also be re-
cycled. So can Christmas cards
and envelopes. (The cards can
even be reused for postcards!)
If we were to take a look at the
plastic wrapping around our
gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not
all) has the recycling symbol
and numbers inside it. This too
can and be should be recycled.
Remember, plastic comes from
oil. Recycle our plastic and
maybe we can reduce our oil
use, dependency, cost and

carbon imprint! Now that
Cranford and Garwood recycle
Styrofoam, you can even put
that packaging in with the re-
cycling! There is no reason for
our Christmas week garbage
to increase in any way.

In these days when we tax-
payers continue to complain
about high taxes, and we pay
for our garbage by weight and
volume, I urge all of us to try to
remember that the two thoughts
go together. If we reduce the
amount of garbage we gener-
ate, we pay less for it in our
taxes. We also become more
environmentally responsible and
caring citizens. Let’s see if we
can all also increase our recy-
cling efforts after Christmas this
year too. Save a tree! Reduce
air pollution! Make it an annual
habit! Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood
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