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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduating three very talented
athletes may convince some op-
posing teams that this year’s
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team is going to struggle,
but the Cougars could very well
surprise those Doubting
Thomas’s.

Last year, “four” was a charm
for the Lady Cougars when they
seized the initiative from the start
and held on to defeat the 23-5
Governor Livingston Highlanders,
56-51, for the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Championship in
Berkeley Heights. The Cougars
also defeated the Highlanders
twice during the regular season
and finished with a 20-9 record.

The concern would be the gradu-
ation of forward Jess McCoy, point
guard Jenna Goeller and center
Kaitlin McGovern, who were in
the varsity rotation all four years
and amassed an 87-27 record
and two sectional titles. McCoy
sank 1,276 career points and
was the team’s “chief thief”.
Goeller was the assists and 3-
points leader, and McGovern was
a key rebounder and team leader
in blocked shots.

“We did graduate three amaz-
ingly talented girls, who were
also extremely good leaders on
the floor. We have a lot of young
talent on this year’s team, and
we do have with the older girls,
who are returning, who have been
with the experienced players and
know what it feels like to win the
state section and what it feels

like to have a 20 plus win season.
We are extremely athletic. We
are extremely quick and very
talented, so I am excited about
this year,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars have seven
seniors on the squad and the
experienced players are guards
Kerry Wischusen and Mairead
McKeary and forward Carly

Maucione.
“Kerry and Carly and Mairead

have definitely stepped up this
year as big time team leaders,
showing the younger girls what
needs to happen, being very talk-
ative and making sure things get
done and people are focused,”
Coach Dyer said.

Maucione displayed offensive
and defensive skills, finishing with

144 points, 116 rebounds and 42
blocked shots last year.
Wischusen scored 106 points,
including 16 3-pointers, and
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grabbed 98 rebounds. She also
added 44 assists.

McKeary’s primary strength was
her dogged defense although she
did score 52 points and had 32
rebounds, 24 assists and 23
steals.

“She’s definitely tough on ‘D’
and even in our scrimmages the
way she’s been getting herself
open on offense and taking it to

the basket has been amazing,”
Coach Dyer said.

Two senior athletes from this
year’s soccer team, Hannah
DeMars, a guard, and forward
Megan Pringle, both with varsity

experience last year, will also
add team quickness. Seniors Jes-
sica Casale, who played on the
varsity softball team, and
Anastasia Caulfield, both guards,
will add depth, as well as junior
guards Erin Meixner and Jennifer
Carovillano.

In addition four sophomores
from the Junior Varsity team that
won the Union County Tourna-
ment title should present a posi-
tive impact with guards Lindsey
Pace, Cerys MacLelland and Sa-
rah Ross, and forward Hannah
Ross.

“I am excited about Lindsey
Pace. She was the point guard
for JV. Our JV team won the
counties last year, so they also
know what it feels like to win.
Sarah Ross played with us last
year, didn’t get much playing
time but still a contributor. And
Cerys was on JV. They are nice
girls and hard workers. They are
natural basketball players, so
things come naturally to them,”
Coach Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars will host Gov-
ernor Livingston tomorrow, De-
cember 20, at 7 p.m. but will also
be keeping tabs on some of their
other Union County competition.

“I think Roselle Catholic is go-
ing to be very good. They have
Tori [Pozsonyi] in their post then
they have a Tobey sister, who is
also good. New Providence has
their point guard Sidney to help
them. I think we are going to be
a big surprise to people, be-
cause people look at us that we
graduated three girls who were
very good, that we may struggle
a little bit. I think they are going
to be surprised,” Coach Dyer
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: Hannah DeMars, Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Kerry Wischusen and Jessica Casale. Not in photo Anastasia Caulfield.
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