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– Obituaries –

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Virginia Peterson, 91, Owned Business;
Was Active With Church and Hospital

Mrs. Virginia Ruh “Ginny”
Peterson, 91, died on Thursday,
November 21, 2013, at her home
in Hope, N.J.

Memorial services will
be held at the First Pres-
byterian Church in
Blairstown on Friday,
December 27, at 11 a.m.

Private burial services
were held at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield on
Wednesday, November 27.

Born in Bayonne, N.J.,
Mrs. Peterson had lived
in Westfield for 58 years
before moving to Hope
in 1983.

Mrs. Peterson and her
late husband, Albert
‘Pete,’ were the owners of
Peterson’s Liquors in Westfield for
34 years, retiring in 1979.

Mrs. Peterson was a life member
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, where she also taught
Sunday school and was a volun-
teer driver for shut-ins.

She was a volunteer at Overlook
Hospital in Summit and a member
of the Junior League in Westfield,
the Hope Historical Society and

H.O.P.E. (Help Our Preservation
Effort).

She is survived by her children,
Hope Peterson Lucas
(and her husband, John
A. Lucas) and Peter
John Peterson (and his
wife, Betsy Pritchett
Peterson). She also is
survived by her grand-
children,  Seth
Peterson Lucas, Noah
Peterson Lucas, Jonah
Peterson Lucas,
Hannah Ruh Lucas,
Luke Irlam Peterson
and Virginia Page
Peterson.

She was predeceased
by her husband, Albert

Edward Peterson, Jr., and her brother,
John “Jack” Ruh, Jr.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory may be made to the
Dystonia Medical Research Foun-
dation, 1 East Wacker Drive, Suite
2810, Chicago, IL 60601 or to Ani-
mal Care Sanctuary, P.O. Box A,
East Smithfield, PA 18817.

December 19, 2013

Virginia Peterson

Joseph McSweeney, Prudential Retiree;
U. S. Navy Veteran and Rutgers Fan

Joseph M. McSweeney of Westfield
passed away peacefully on Thurs-
day, December 5, 2013, surrounded
by his loving family.

Mr. McSweeney was born in
Roselle and resided in Westfield for
more than 50 years. He was a veteran
of the U.S. Navy and served during
World War II. Joseph received his
Master of Business Administration
degree from Rutgers University and
was a senior systems analyst and
project manager for Prudential In-
surance Company in Roseland for 40
years before retiring many years ago.

He was an avid Rutgers fan who
loved playing golf and bowling along
with supporting the Westfield Soccer
Association.

Joseph is survived by his loving

wife of 60 years, Patricia, and their
children, Glenn and his wife, Chris-
tine, and Kathleen Cristiano and her
husband, Robert. He also will be
deeply missed by his six grandchil-
dren, Danielle and Nicole Cristiano
along with Matthew, Sean, Danny
and Timmy McSweeney.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Monday, December 9, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Entombment followed at
St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield.

December 19, 2013

Jersey Cares Coat Drive
Underway at Area Sites

WESTFIELD AREA — The non-
profit organization Jersey Cares pres-
ently is conducting its 18th Annual
Coat Drive. From now through Fri-
day, February 7, 2014, Jersey Cares
plans to collect and distribute more
than 60,000 “gently used” winter
coats to men, women and children in
need throughout New Jersey.

This year, the Jersey Cares Coat
Drive is partnering with the 2014 NY/
NJ Super Bowl Host Committee, Wal-
Mart and New York Cares to create
The Super Community Coat Drive —
the largest coat drive ever held in the
tri-state area.

In the Westfield and surrounding
areas, there are three locations avail-
able where people are able to donate
coats throughout the Jersey Cares
Coat Drive:

RE/MAX Integrity Advantage, 501A

Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights
— Coats are accepted Monday through
Friday, noon to 5 p.m., and Saturday
and Sunday, noon to 3 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 665-0600.

Charlie Brown’s Fresh Grill, 2376
North Avenue, Scotch Plains — Coats
accepted Monday through Friday,
11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-3443.

21st Legislative District, 251 North
Avenue West, second floor, Westfield
— Coats accepted Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 232-2073.

Companies, churches, fire depart-
ments, police stations, schools and
other organizations set up sites across
the state to collect coats. Coats are
then delivered by collection site rep-
resentatives to the nearest container
site. Volunteers there sort the do-
nated coats and bag them for pickup,
after which non-profit organizations
pick up their coats and distribute
them to people in need. For more
information about Jersey Cares, visit
jerseycares.org.

Professor Kedar to Discuss
Struggle Over Jerusalem

AREA — The Israel Support
Committee of Central New Jersey
and the Community Relations
Committee of Greater MetroWest
invites members of the community
to a presentation by Professor
Mordechai Kedar on “Jerusalem
— What’s the Struggle all About?”

His presentation will take place
on Sunday, January 12, at 3 p.m. at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, lo-
cated at 111 Valley Road in Clark.
The public is invited. Light re-
freshments will be served. A $5
contribution is suggested.

A professor of Arabic studies at
Bar Ilan University in Israel, Pro-
fessor Kedar served for 25 years in
the IDF Military Intelligence, and
is a reserve lieutenant colonel. He
specialized in Islamic culture and
politics.

Professor Kedar is fluent in He-
brew, English and Arabic and is
frequently asked for his insights
by both the Israeli Knesset and the
U.S. Congress. His interview on
Al Jazeera, seen by hundreds of
thousands on YouTube, made him
one of the few Arab-speaking ad-
vocates for Israel to be seen on

Arab television.
Mr. Kedar’s presentation follows

his standing-room-only lecture last
year on “Understanding the Mos-
lem Middle East.”

The Israel Support Committee
of Central New Jersey consists of
representatives from Congregation
Beth Israel of Scotch Plains,
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael of
Springfield, Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield, Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark and
Temple Beth El/Mekor Chayim of
Cranford. The committee’s mis-
sion is to disseminate information
about issues affecting Israel and to
provide support for the people and
State of Israel.

The Community Relations Com-
mittee of Greater MetroWest is the
public policy and advocacy arm of
Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest New Jersey, which is
the largest Jewish Federation in
New Jersey.

To register and obtain additional
information,  contact  Conrad
Nadell at conradwho@gmail.com
or at (908) 654-3169.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

R.T.

FASHIONABLE GROUP...Members of Congregation Beth Israel and The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation volunteered to model and perform at the sixth
annual Fashion and Talent Show, held December 15 at the synagogue. Eighteen
men, women and children modeled fashions provided by Lord & Taylor of
Westfield, and eight performers showcased their talents before an audience of
approximately 100 people. Proceeds from the fundraiser will benefit The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation — a non-profit organization that provides emo-
tional and material support to New Jersey’s children with cancer and their
families – and Congregation Beth Israel, both in Scotch Plains. Pictured are
fashion models in Congregation Beth Israel’s social hall.

County Posts Holiday Hours
For Recreation Facilities

COUNTY — Special holiday
hours are announced for Union
County’s recreation facilities and its
Parks Reservation Desk in Westfield.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter will be closed on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day, Tuesday and
Wednesday, December 24 and 25,
and New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day, Tuesday and Wednesday, De-
cember 31 and January 1.

Watchung Stables will be closed
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day,
Wednesdays, December 25 and Janu-
ary 1.

Warinanco Skating Center will
close at 3 p.m. Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve, Tuesdays, Decem-
ber 24 and 31; will be closed Christ-
mas Day, Wednesday, December 25,

and will reopen at 1 p.m. on New
Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1.
Extra public skating sessions will be
held Thursday, Friday and Monday,
December 26, 27 and 30, and Wednes-
day, January 1, starting at 1 p.m.

The public is invited to take part in
Open Public Skating sessions from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 1 to 3 p.m.,
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., 6 to 8 p.m. and 8:30
to 10:30 p.m. The Friday session
from 6 to 8 p.m. will be a Family
Session — children age 17 and under
must be accompanied by an adult.

The Parks Reservation Desk in
Westfield will be closed Tuesday,
December 24, through Wednesday,
January 1. For assistance, visit the
Parks Reservation Desk in Eliza-
beth or call (908) 527-4900.

Westfield
Monday, December 9, Katherine

Parsons, 35, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 200 block of Lenox
Avenue on multiple warrants from
Westfield. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting a total of
$640 bail.

Tuesday, December 10, a theft
was reported on the 600 block of
West North Avenue. One or more
unknown individuals are alleged to
have stolen approximately $6,400
in jewelry from a local business.

Tuesday, December 10, Antonio
Martins, 54, of Garwood was ar-
rested at the corner of South Av-
enue and Cacciola Place on charges
of disorderly conduct and resist-
ing arrest, along with an active
Cranford warrant. Cranford au-
thorities released Martins on his
own recognizance. After process-
ing he was released with a Decem-
ber 29 court date on the Westfield
charges.

Wednesday, December 11, a bur-
glary and theft was reported at a
residence on the 100 block of Ce-
dar Street. Someone unknown
gained entry to the residence and
stole approximately $1,540 worth
of property.

Saturday, December 14, Robert
M. Broadbent, 26, of Westfield
turned himself in at police head-
quarters on an outstanding $114
Westfield traffic warrant. He was
released after posting bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 11, a resi-

dent of the 200 block of Midway
Avenue reported a delivered pack-
age, valued at $100, was stolen
from his front porch.

Thursday,  December 12,
Baseemah Reynolds,  34,  of
Irvington was arrested on an ac-
tive warrant out of Linden after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300 block
of Terrill Road. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, December 13, a business
on the 60 block of South Avenue
reported that someone gained en-
try after breaking the front win-
dow. According to police, it is un-
known at this time what is missing.

Saturday, December 14, David
Weber, 40, of Jersey City was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 200 block of Terrill
Road on an active warrant out of
Perth Amboy. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, December 14, Amanda
Lake, 29, of North Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 100 block of South
Avenue on an active warrant out of
Plainfield. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, December 14, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of Pleasant
Avenue reported that someone en-
tered her house. According to po-
lice, it is unknown at this time if
anything is missing.

Sunday, December 15, a resi-
dent of the 300 block of La Grande
Avenue reported that someone had
entered her house and removed an
unknown amount of cash.

Monday, December 16, Gabriele
Banda-Jerome, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on an active warrant
out of Metuchen and a charge of
possession of drug paraphernalia
after the motor vehicle in which
she was a passenger was stopped
for a violation at East 7th Street
and Terrill Road. She was pro-

cessed, posted bail and released
pending a court hearing.

Tuesday, December 17, Neil
Keogh, 33, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI), speeding, care-
less driving, failure to stop at a
stop sign, having an expired
driver’s license and being an unin-
sured motorist. The arrest occurred
after an officer attempted to make
a motor vehicle stop on Russell
Road, but the vehicle attempted to
flee and spun out at the corner of
North Avenue and Russell Road,
causing a one-car accident.

Keogh was asked to perform
multiple field sobriety tests at the
scene, which he failed. He was
processed and transported to the
Union County Corrections Depart-
ment for an immigration warrant.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 11, a resi-

dent of Raritan Road reported that
someone removed his laptop com-
puter, valued at approximately
$600, while he went to the hospi-
tal. While he was gone there were
numerous workers in his room,
police reported.

Wednesday, December 11, a resi-
dent of Park Avenue reported that
someone opened up an account us-
ing her name. The victim said she
was made aware of the situation
after she received an invoice stat-
ing she owed $780.

Wednesday, December 11, a resi-
dent of Rahway Road reported that
sometime during the day someone
entered her residence and removed
several thousand dollars worth of
jewelry. According to police, en-
try was gained through a rear base-
ment window.

Thursday, December 12, a resi-
dent of Front Street reported that
someone made approximately
$180 worth of withdrawals from
his debit card without his authori-
zation.

Saturday, December 14, Rita
Seay-Veca, 60, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with DWI af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. According to police, Seay-Veca
failed multiple field sobriety tests
at the scene and was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Saturday, December 14, Kyle
Brennan, 22, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on Forest
Road. According to police, after
Brennan failed multiple field so-
briety tests at the scene, he was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Sunday, December 15, a resi-
dent of Tree View Lane reported
that sometime overnight someone
damaged her mailbox.

Mountainside
Monday, December 9, Ofelia

Alvarez, 74, of West New York was
arrested for driving with a sus-
pended license. She was processed
and released.

Wednesday, December 11, a taxi
cab driver came into police head-
quarters to report that he gave a
ride to a man in his 30s from Man-
hattan when the suspect unexpect-
edly jumped out of the cab at the
corner of Hillside Avenue and New
Providence Road. According to
police, the suspect, who was de-
scribed as a white male with a
stocky build and wearing a suit,
ran west on Hillside Avenue. The
cab fare was $105, police said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Scholarship Foundation
Is Seeking Applicants

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholar-
ship Foundation invites all high-
school seniors and college students
residing in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to apply for the many
scholarships available through the
Foundation.

Some awards are need-based,
while others have different criteria
for selection, such as the intent to
pursue an education focused on
teaching, nursing, mathematics,
veterinary science, foreign lan-
guage, music or fine arts, among
others. Scholarships also are of-
fered to students who have shown
an interest in various areas during
their high-school career, such as
social service organizations, Scout-
ing or athletics.

A full description is available in
the application booklet, which can
be accessed online at the
Foundation’s new website,
spfscholarshipfoundation.org; at
spfk12.org (see “2014 Local Schol-
arships Booklet” under “Announce-
ments” on the school district’s home
page) or in the guidance office of
area high schools. The major crite-
rion for eligibility is that the appli-
cant resides in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood; an applicant need not be
a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

In addition to the application,
the Foundation requires a personal
letter from the applicant, a letter of
reference and an official high-
school transcript, including SAT
and/or ACT scores, or an official
college transcript. Individuals are

asked to see the application book-
let for details.

Applications should be mailed
to: Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023 and must be
postmarked by Saturday, February
15, 2014. Applications postmarked
after this date will be returned.
Incomplete or unsigned applica-
tions may not be considered.

In the past 47 years, 2,523 stu-
dents have received $2,507,042 in
scholarship aid. Scholarships are
funded through a community-wide
appeal in the spring and through
Dollars for Students,  the
Foundation’s annual house-to-
house canvass, which will take
place March 29 and 30, 2014. Other
scholarships are administered by
the Foundation, but are funded by
other community organizations;
for example, every Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) in the district
funds at least one scholarship.
Applications are reviewed by a
Screening Committee consisting of
four trustees from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation and PTA representatives
from the public schools.

For further information, access
spfscholarshipfoundation.org or
call Mary Ball Cappio at (908)
889-8155, or contact the Founda-
t ion at
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

UNICO to Sponsor
Holiday Shopping

CLARK — Clark UNICO will
sponsor a Holiday Flea Market and
Gift Show this Saturday, December
21, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This event
will be held indoors and outdoors at
Arthur L. Johnson High School, lo-
cated at 365 Westfield Avenue, off
Raritan Road, in Clark. Admission
will be free.

More than 50 exhibitors will fea-
ture quality merchandise for sale, such
as handbags, sports collectibles, jew-
elry for all ages, clothing, dollar items,
gift items, gloves and scarves, toys,
perfumes, antiques and collectibles,
plus garage/tag sale items, all at bar-
gain prices. Food also will be avail-
able. For more information, call (201)
998-1144 or e-mail
events@jcpromotions.info.


