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Lady Blue Devil Cagers Have More Speed, Depth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

VETERANS ARE WISCHUSEN, MAUCIONE, McKEARY

Lady Cougar Cagers Return
Athletes, Quickness, Talent

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduating three very talented ath-
letes may convince some opposing
teams that this year’s Cranford High
School girls basketball team is go-
ing to struggle, but the Cougars could
very well surprise those Doubting
Thomas’s.

Last year, “four” was a charm for
the Lady Cougars when they seized
the initiative from the start and held
on to defeat the 23-5 Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 56-51, for
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Championship in Berkeley
Heights. The Cougars also defeated
the Highlanders twice during the
regular season and finished with a
20-9 record.

The concern would be the gradu-
ation of forward Jess McCoy, point
guard Jenna Goeller and center
Kaitlin McGovern, who were in the
varsity rotation all four years and
amassed an 87-27 record and two
sectional titles. McCoy sank 1,276

career points and was the team’s
“chief thief”. Goeller was the assists
and 3-points leader, and McGovern
was a key rebounder and team leader
in blocked shots.

“We did graduate three amazingly
talented girls, who were also ex-
tremely good leaders on the floor.
We have a lot of young talent on this
year’s team, and we do have with the
older girls, who are returning, who
have been with the experienced play-
ers and know what it feels like to win
the state section and what it feels
like to have a 20 plus win season. We
are extremely athletic. We are ex-
tremely quick and very talented, so I
am excited about this year,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars have seven se-
niors on the squad and the experi-
enced players are guards Kerry
Wischusen and Mairead McKeary
and forward Carly Maucione.

“Kerry and Carly and Mairead
have definitely stepped up this year
as big time team leaders, showing
the younger girls what needs to hap-
pen, being very talkative and mak-
ing sure things get done and people

are focused,” Coach Dyer said.
Maucione displayed offensive and

defensive skills, finishing with 144
points, 116 rebounds and 42 blocked
shots last year. Wischusen scored
106 points, including 16 3-pointers,
and grabbed 98 rebounds. She also
added 44 assists.

McKeary’s primary strength was
her dogged defense although she did
score 52 points and had 32 rebounds,
24 assists and 23 steals.

“She’s definitely tough on ‘D’ and
even in our scrimmages the way she’s
been getting herself open on offense
and taking it to the basket has been
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SENIOR LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: Hannah DeMars, Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Kerry Wischusen and Jessica Casale. Not pictured is Anastasia Caulfield.
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 12/22 • 1-4PM
914 Coolidge Street, Westfield

4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath
Move right into this completely updated Westfield Colonial and enjoy all that Westfield has to offer! This
beautiful home is in a quiet neighborhood close to Washington school and NYC transportation. The home has
been thoughtfully updated with a great room with a gas fireplace which is open to the kitchen with new
stainless appliances, a serene master bedroom suite, and a full, finished walkout basement providing additional
play and office areas. A total of four bedrooms, two and one half bathrooms are all recently updated and
painted. Important features include two zone heat/air conditioning, newer windows, basement waterproofing,
updated electric, newer roof, newer hot water heater, upgraded insulation and framing, all new copper water
lines and 3/4" service to provide superior water pressure. Enjoy the outdoors in the spacious yard with its paver
patio. This home provides it all - open floor plan, room to grow, updates galore and fabulous location!  $844,900.
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94 steals to up her total to 155 (310
four-year projection) and put in 366
points to bring her total to 630 (1,260
four-year projection). Both Scott and
Knapp have the ability to bang points
from the outside and drive to the
basket for lay-ups or to draw fouls,
and both sink a high percentage of
their free throws.

“They are going to make things
happen. They will manufacture points
from the foul line,” Coach Marino
said.

Senior forward Carly Friedman is
expected to be strong under the
boards, as well as an offensive con-

tributor. Last year, she led the team
with 130 rebounds. Sophomore guard
Olivia Luzzi will add to the Blue
Devils’ scoring threats. Last year, she
bucketed 122 points.

Friedman and senior Morgan
Maloney, who started on the JV squad
last year, have been selected co-cap-
tains.

“Right now, my starting lineup
would be Jackie Knapp, Lillian Scott,
Olivia Luzzi, Carly Friedman and
Morgan Maloney,” Coach Marino
said.

Sophomore centers Rachel
Mattessich and Sophie Koglin are

expected to switch in and out with
Maloney and Friedman, which will
help put constant pressure on oppos-
ing teams by keeping the game at a
rapid pace.

“We are looking to platoon those
two with Rachel Mattessich and
Sophie Koglin,” Coach Marino added.

Junior guard Megan Mondon, a
strong defensive player last
year, and juniors Caroline
Kacmarsky (forward) and
Jamie Miller (guard) will add
varsity experience and depth.

“There’s not a big drop off,
and the one solid thing is the
way that they are bonded to-
gether. They all get along with
each other. It’s a real good
group,” Coach Marino said.

Coach Marino could also get
some support from freshman
Hannah Liddy and sophomore
Amalia Montes.

“We have a couple of girls,
Hannah Liddy and Amalia
Montes, who play JV, that we
would allow to sit with us on
our bench and hopefully get a
little time also,” he said.

The Lady Blue Devils open
their season at Hillside on Sat-
urday, December 21, then
travel to Millburn on Mon-
day, December 23, but will be
keeping a keen eye on the
progress of their stiffest com-

petition.
“New Providence was in our con-

ference. They are going to be tough.
Roselle Catholic has people back, so
it’s going to be interesting. We want
to take on the challenge,” Coach
Marino said.

David B. Corbin (December 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Blue Devil David Kane, No. 35, drives to the basket as Cougar John Oblachinski tightens
up on defense in Cranford on December 14, 2012. The Blue Devils had strong second and fourth quarters to win, 62-50.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS...Seniors Morgan Maloney, left, and Carly Friedman have
been selected co-captains of the Lady Blue Devils basketball team.

Let the Rivalries Begin – The Blue Devils Host Cranford Tomorrow at 7 p.m.


