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It’s way too early to tell – opening
night is tomorrow against visiting
Cranford – but you get the feeling
that this could be a pretty interesting
winter for the WHS boys basketball
team.

Yes, even with junior point guard
Danny Mitchell on the sidelines, due
to an ACL injury suffered last sum-
mer. But his surgery was successful
and he’s almost ready to start running
on it. He scored 205 points last winter
and led the team in assists (101) and
steals (62), and was among the leader
in floor burns.

“Obviously, he’s still a long way
off in terms of getting on the court,”
third-year coach Daryl Palmieri said.
“But if things go smoothly the next
couple of months, I think he may be
able to begin some basketball activi-
ties in late January or early February.
As much as I’d love to have him back
sometime this season, that’s still a
long ways off. But I’m still very ex-
cited about where we are.”

Sophomore Owen Murray will re-
place Mitchell as the main ball han-
dler and he’ll get help from senior
Dylan Elliott and sophomore Parker
Hess. Elliott brings 200 career points
into the season.

Also back are seniors David Kane,
Chris Sweeney and Ben Schuman,
along with junior swingman Sean
Elliott. Kane will use his tight end
attitude to battle under the boards,
while Palmieri calls Sweeney “the
strongest player I’ve ever coached.”

Cranford, SP-F Provide
Early Tests for Cagers

Devil’s Den
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He will play a very physical game
under the hoop.

“I have some juniors and seniors
who have gone through the wars the
last couple years with me,” Palmieri
said. “Practices have been very good,
and the (team) chemistry is excel-
lent.”

But the biggest news, both literally
and figuratively, is 6-foot-9 Chris
Wright, a senior transfer from St.
Peter’s Prep, who becomes eligible in
January. Wright played for Westfield
in a summer league and showed the
ability to be a difference maker on
defense and also running the floor on
offense. He’s has a very sweet stroke
for a guy his size. (Yes, I watched
video of him on youtube.com.)

Palmieri noted that last year’s se-
nior captains, Keegan Hess and Scott
Toresco, are doing well. Hess is play-
ing at Catholic University, while
Toresco, doing a prep year at St. Tho-
mas More, recently signed with the
University of Southern New Hamp-
shire.

Oh, the Devils will also host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on Saturday night.
There once was a time when the
thought of opening with those two
schools on back-to-back nights would
be a reason to keep living between
Thanksgiving and opening night.

Found an old undated email re-
cently titled, “A Glimpse into the
Future?” It was about the Westfield
Wildcats, a seventh-grade travel bas-

ketball team that recently had con-
cluded a 37-3 season, giving them a
four-year record of 149-13! The ‘Cats
were coached by Rick Elliott (’80),
Tom Decker (Holy Trinity ’74) and
Bill Kane (’77).

The team included leading scorer
Dylan Elliott, a five-position player,
David Kane and 6-foot-3 Chris
Wright, who was MVP at the Clark
Tournament. Mike Androconis, Pat
Decker, Bryon Lessner, Matt Smoot,
Eric Shor, Sanjay Sujan, Evan
Garfinkel and Matt Storcks all were
major contributors. Others who wore
the Wildcats uniform included Jacob
Boyle, Marc Luino, Jack Douglas,
Zack Birkenthal and Chris Callahan.

REGION RIVALRY VOTING
At times the regional voting in the

2013 USA Today Best High School
Rivalry contest seemed like a real game,
against a real opponent, one that
wouldn’t quit. The one team was the
WHS vs. Plainfield rivalry, the other
was the Cumberland, Md., rivalry be-
tween Allegany and Fort Hill. There
were five other rivalries in Region 2,
but for the better part of last week, every
time I’d sign on the lead switched back
and forth between those two rivalries,
with the others not really involved.
Westfield-Plainfield didn’t take control
and hang on until Monday, Dec. 9.

In Regions 3, 4, 5 and 7 the voting
was even closer, going down to the
final minutes before they were de-
cided. The national voting started Dec.
11 and ended yesterday. Here are the
region winners, wild cards and their
vote totals (in qualifying order):

Region 7: Las Cruces (N.M) vs.
Mayfield (N.M.), 220,459 votes

Wild card: Douglas (Ariz.) vs.
Bigbee (Ariz.), 215,439 votes

Region 3: Louisburg (N.C.) vs.
Bunn (N.C.), 203,757 votes

Wild card: Warner Robins (Ga.) vs.
Northside (Ga.), 183,486 votes

Region 4: Wausau (Wis.) East vs.
Wausau (Wis.) West, 126,176 votes

Region 5: Norfolk (Neb.) Catholic
vs. Pierce (Neb.), 60,661 votes

Region 1: Leominster (Mass.) vs.
Fitchburg (Mass.), 57,478 votes

Region 2: Westfield vs. Plainfield,

42,013 votes
Region 8: Mater Dei (Calif.) vs.

Servite (Calif.), 38,209 votes
Region 6: Upsala and Swanville

(Minn.) vs. Royalton (Minn.), 3,652
votes

SOCCER UPDATE
WHS senior co-captain Karli

Sottung, who is headed for the Naval
Academy next year, was named to
the 2013 National Soccer Coaches
Association of America’s high school
all-America team. She joins Hannah
Kronick (WHS ’11) and Becca Kape
(WHS ’10) as WHS all-Americans
over the past five years. Kronick re-
cently finished an all-America junior
year at Johns Hopkins. She and
Sottung will be attending an all-
America banquet in Philadelphia.

Sarah Freer (WHS ’13) was a fresh-
man midfielder on the William Smith
College Herons (23-1) who captured
the NCAA Division 3 women’s cham-
pionship with a 2-0 win over Trinity
(Texas). She played in 17 games as a
freshman. At WHS, Freer was a three-
year letter winner in soccer, and was
also a member of the swim and la-
crosse teams.

SWIMMING UPDATE
They’ve been having meets for a

couple of weeks, but the WHS swim
season officially kicks off today and
tomorrow, when Jeff Knight’s Blue
Devils face state powers Bridgewater-
Raritan and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at Wallace Pool. Both meets start at
2:30 p.m. Get there early because seats
always go fast for these opponents.

Dual meets in December aren’t win-
at-all-costs, although Knight never
ever likes to lose. But these double
duals should be a pretty good early
indication of how the season will
shape up.

Speaking of swimming, when the
1992 WHS boys swim team put up
4,853 power points in ending St.
Joseph’s reign of 12 straight state
titles, most people thought that total
might last forever. Well, it did stand
for 21 years, until the 2013 WHS
boys team put up 4,878 in beating
Bridgewater-Raritan in the state fi-
nal. And Knight quietly feels like this
year’s boys team could even be better
than last year’s.

OLD MAIL
While cleaning up some clutter, I

came across a December 2008 email
from Mark Ciliotta (’79), a pretty good
two-way guard on the 1978 football
team. His brother Don (’75), also a
good two-way guard on the 1974 foot-
ball team, had been in town for Thanks-
giving and brought a copy of the Devil’s
Den to their Long Island home. What
followed was several hours of talking
up “the good old days.”

“It was a thrill to see the Ciliotta
name in the Leader after all these
years,” he wrote. “Probably the funest
times of my life were spent on the
fields of Gumbert and Tamaques Park,
and at the Field House. From our
Steelers teams with you and Bert
(Papaccio) to the Blue Devils with
(Gary) Kehler and (Dick) Zimmer, it
was a great ride. Wish I could run just
one more Power 2-7. Thanks for the
great memories, and never forget …
Pop pass to (Steve) Bodmer on two,
reeeeeaaaaadddddy break!”
WHERE’S … THE BLUE DEVIL?

We’re not looking for Waldo, but if
anybody can help us . . .

The Den is seeking the name of the
boy/girl who was the ‘Blue Devil’
mascot during the football seasons of
1960 (class of ’61), 1971, 1973 and
1974. And also if anybody knows of
any ‘Blue Devil’ from 1990 to the
present, their name would be appre-
ciated, too. This is for a book on the
history of WHS sports, and there’s
gonna be a chapter on the ‘Blue Devil.’
Check your yearbooks, and contact
me at bj1019@aol.com.

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

 
 
 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our 

meats, seafood & specialty items 
are individually flash-frozen & 
vacuum-sealed. Free David’s 

Cookie Dough for new customers! 
Never Compromise on Quality! 

908.346.1114    
www.smartbuynaturalfoods.com 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our

meats, seafood & specialty items 

�

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need
JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Removal
Junk - Scrap Metal - Appliance - Furniture

Clean Ups
Construction Site - Business - Basement - Fall & Spring Yard
Home Moving - Storage Facility - Garage Sale - After Party

Garage - Attic - Home Sale & Real Estate - Light Demolition

Free Estimates         Fully Insured          Union County

Paul Casolaro         973-979-2288
email: paulcasolaro@gmail.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times —
www.goleader.com

December 22, 1998: Condition-
ing was the key to success when the
young Blue Devil wrestling team won
its opening match against Newark
East Side, 63-16, in Westfield. Vet-
eran Onur Tezucar demonstrated his
wrestling savvy by pinning his160-lb
opponent in just :18 and Matt Castaldo
demonstrated how important condi-
tioning is when he wore down his
opponent at 152-lbs. to record a fall
in 5:41.

Kyle Swingle got an escape and a
reversal to pick up an 11-10 victory
over and Red Raider Jose at 145-lbs.
Freshman John Leonardis recorded a
fall over Rodrigo Cruz at 112 and at
125, Dan Sawicki scored on a head-
in-arm, spin-behind takedown then
turned Alexy Mendez to his back
with a half nelson to record a fall in
1:06.

December 21, 1999: Another huge
crowd nearly packed the balcony at
the Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool, in
anticipation of the showdown be-
tween Westfield, ranked No. 5 in the
Gannett Swim Rankings, and visit-
ing Shawnee, the state’s top-rated
boys’ team. But it was the girls’ meet
that kept the nearly 400 fans on the
edge of their seats. While the Shawnee
boys were very impressive in posting
a 115-55 victory, the Blue Devil girls,
ranked No. 1 in the state by Gannett,
had to sweat things out a bit before
pulling away for a 100-86 win.

Divers Lindsay Guerrerio and
Ashley Flood placed second and third,
respectively, in their event. Ashley
Saul won the 100 fly. Jesse Coxson,
Chrissy Schwebel and Chrissy
Romano went 1-3-4 in the 500. Katie
Bartholomew brought the crowd to
its feet, rallying in the final few yards
for a victory in the 100 breaststroke.

December 16, 2000: The Raider
boys basketball team with first-year
Head Coach Dan Doherty won the
season opener with a 64-47 victory

over Hillsborough. Senior 6’9” cen-
ter Andrew Feeley was the king of the
court with 19 points, 16 rebounds and
four blocked shots.

December 21, 2001: The Blue
Devil boy cagers matched up against
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
and won convincingly, 83-64. Jay
Cook finished with a monster game,
scoring 33 points and boarding 13
balls. Junior Eric Turner finished with
14 points, three assists and two blocks.

December 17, 2004: The Raider
wrestling team crushed visiting
Kearny, 57-18. Veteran heavyweight
Marc Fabiano decked Lou Perez with
a double front grapevine and a head
smother in 1:05. Sophomore Sal Gano
practiced a series of duck under
takedowns and a variety of tilts to
gain a 21-6 technical fall in 2:26 over
119-lb Chris Osborne. Veteran 145-
lb Anthony Ferrante used three slick
duck under takedowns, leg scissors
and single grapevines to entwine Kyle
Stalk with an 18-3 technical fall in
5:29.

December 21, 2005: Little lapses
turned into fatal mistakes that led to a
37-32 Parsippany Hills victory over
the hosting Raider wrestling team.
Two bouts that appeared to be going
in the Raiders’ favor suddenly turned
to disaster, each causing a nine-point
“swing” in team points. Nick Giannaci
(189-lbs), Sal Gano (119-lbs) and Pat
Mineo (145-lbs) won big as expected,
while Trevor Cannon (130-lbs), Ricky
Ollson (135-lbs) and Joe Bachi (160-
lbs) recorded falls.

Early December 2006: This year’s
Blue Devils girls’ swim team feature
loaded senior and freshman classes,
with solid junior and sophomore
groups. Captains are Julia Cederroth,
Katie Morgan, Caitlyn Oster and Brit-
tany Reyes. Morgan (breaststroke)
and Reyes (butterfly) have flirted with
their respective school records since
they were freshmen. Cederroth and
Oster swim freestyle. And there’s
Kylie Fraser (IM, fly, back) and
Lauren McCurdy (back), who have
also been close to school marks.

David B. Corbin (December 24, 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHS 200-IM RECORD BREAKER…Blue Devil Suzanne Lemberg competed in
the 200-Individual Medley and broke Janney Zonnevylle’s long-standing 1981
WHS record of 2:11.87 when she touched at 2:10.74 on December 17, 2009.

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION

Take notice that in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 39:10 - 12, application has been
made to the Chief Administrator of the
Motor Vehicle Commission, Trenton, New
Jersey, for duplicate certificate of Owner-
ship for Year: 1968, Make: Ford, VIN#
8F01C189180.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Chief Adminis-
trator of the Motor Vehicle Commission,
Special Title Unit, PO Box 017, Trenton,
New Jersey 08666.

Pietro Cottone
2133 Price Street

Rahway, New Jersey 07065
2 T - 12/12
& 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2014 will be held on
Sunday, January 5, 2014 at 3:00 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing will be held by the Town of Westfield
Planning Board on Monday January 6,
2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town of Westfield
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. At that time
and place the Planning Board will hear the
application of Westfield Lighthouse Invest-
ment, LLC concerning property located
924 South Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and also known as Lot 16, Block
2606 on the official tax maps of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey.

The application seeks preliminary and
final major site plan approval with vari-
ances to convert an existing 1½ story struc-
ture for use as a dental office. The appli-
cant also requests permission to remove
the existing garage on the property. The
property is located in GB-3 zone district
which permits the proposed dental office
use.

In addition to the above, applicant seeks
the following “C” variances:

1. Maximum improved lot coverage of
82.59% versus 70% required by ordinance;

2. Minimum driveway width of 8.75 feet
on left side (existing) and 9.70 feet on right
side versus 10 feet required by ordinance.

In addition to the above, the applicant
seeks any and all variances, exceptions
and/or waivers that may be required by the
Town of Westfield Zoning and Site Plan
ordinances, the Municipal Land Use Act of
the State of New Jersey, and as deter-
mined by the Town of Westfield Planning
Board.

The application and submitted plans are
available for review at the Office of the
Planning Board Administrative Secretary,
Kathy Nemeth during normal business
hours at 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090. You may contact Kathy
Nemeth at 908-789-4100, ext. 600.

Savino J. Russoniello, Jr., Esq.
c/o Caruso Smith Picini

60 Route 46 East
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

(973) 667-6000
Attorneys for

Westfield Lighthouse Investment, LLC
1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, January 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield for preliminary and
final major site plan and variance approv-
als (Section 11.28E2: side yard setback –
7.3 feet required, 10.5 inches proposed;
Section 11.28E6: coverage by improve-
ments – 70% maximum, approx.. 93%
existing nonconforming condition; Section
17.02C5: off-street parking – 13 parking
spaces required, 9 spaces provided; Sec-
tion 17.03C5: parking setback from prop-
erty line – 2 feet required, less than 2 feet
existing nonconforming condition; Section
17.05C: driveway/parking access aisle
width – 24 feet required, 15 feet existing
nonconforming condition; waivers from
lighting and landscaping requirements) and
such other variances, relief and/or waivers
that may be required upon an analysis of
the plans and testimony at the PUBLIC
HEARING on the Application (PB 13-09)
submitted by the Applicant, Redstar Hold-
ings, LLC, for property located at 1024
South Avenue West, Block 2606, Lot 9 on
the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield. The
property is owned by 1024 South Avenue
West LLC and is located in the GB-3 Zone.
The Applicant is proposing to utilize the
building as a professional office. The build-
ing interior and exterior will be renovated
including roof alterations and a building-
mounted sign. The existing parking area
will be re-striped.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application.  A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $44.37

See photo on page 13


