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Whose birthday
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It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sHolt Opposes ‘Flawed’
Budget Agreement

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) delivered the fol-
lowing statement opposing H.J. Reso-
lution 59, a budget agreement nego-
tiated by the House and Senate that
he said fails to put America on the
path to long-term prosperity.

“I rise in opposition to this new
[Rep. Paul] Ryan- [Senator Patty]
Murray budget agreement because it
is a strong continuation of an anti-
government, pessimistic policy that
has been plaguing Washington in re-
cent years. Make no mistake about it;
this budget agreement is the direct
result of the Budget Control Act
(BCA), which I strongly opposed
when it was being debated in 2011,
and this agreement takes us back-
wards. I knew then the sequester
would wreak havoc on our economy,
threaten our quality of life, and
squeeze the most vulnerable among
us.

 “Here we are, over two years later,
and the worst of it is coming true. The
sequester has cut research, educa-
tion, infrastructure, Medicare, and a
number of other critical investments
that are vital to a growing economy.
It is robbing America of the opportu-
nity to rise from the Great Recession
as a stronger, more vibrant nation.
Instead, the sequester is continuing
to weaken our country with a
shrunken government that is ham-
pered by deep cuts to the safety net
and hobbled by a refusal to invest in
our future. This budget agreement
from Congressman Ryan and Sena-
tor Murray is a way to partially and
minimally reverse cuts that should
never have happened in the first place.

 “It is a compromise in a narrow,
Washington kind of sense: It will
gain some votes from Democrats and
some votes from Republicans. But
let’s remember how the BCA came to
be enacted: In 2011, Republicans held
hostage America’s credit rating by
threatening to default on our debts if
they didn’t get what they wanted. No
true compromise was possible then
because the negotiations were con-
ducted in the midst of a hostage cri-
sis. No compromise is possible now
because we are still operating within
the framework created by that hos-
tage crisis.

 “The question we should ask our-
selves is, ‘Where are we trying to go
as a country?’ We should be striving
toward an optimistic future – one
where we invest in research, educa-
tion, infrastructure, and more. By that
measure, this is a bad deal.

 “The agreement – not really a com-
promise – slashes discretionary
spending and tinkers with a few other
things like raising fees on airline tick-
ets, decreasing reimbursement to
Medicare providers, and lowering
military retirement pensions. How
could we actually think this is the
kind of path forward for our country?

“There is no attempt to close tax
loopholes on corporate jets, oil and gas
companies, or an effort in asking the
wealthiest among us to pay their fair
share to live in an orderly, humane,
equitable society. Favored corporate
interests, millionaires, and billionaires
will continue to receive special tax
breaks as far as the eye can see while
unemployment insurance expires, leav-
ing millions struggling to find work out
in the cold just weeks after Christmas.
That is not the sort of fair, balanced deal
that Americans have asked for and
expect from their leaders.”

Lance Comments on
Budget Agreement

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following statement regarding House-
passage of the budget conference
agreement: “Far from perfect, the
Ryan-Murray budget compromise
amounts to a modest agreement that
averts another government shutdown,
replaces the President’s sequester with
smarter cuts, reduces the deficit by
more than $20 billion and provides a
level of certainty on spending that has
not occurred in Washington for sev-
eral years. All without raising taxes.

“It is the first bipartisan budget deal
brokered under divided government
since 1986 and a small step forward in
restoring some sanity and order to the
budget process. I applaud Chairman
[Rep. Paul] Ryan and Chairwoman
[Sen. Patty] Murray for their efforts,
which I hope will lead to future agree-
ments that improve our economy,
tackle our long-term fiscal issues and
create jobs so desperately needed.”

Baroni Quits as Dep. Dir.
Of PA Over Lane Closures

Governor Chris Christie’s top ap-
pointee to the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, former state
Senator Bill Baroni, who ordered the
September closure of two bridge ac-
cess lanes in Fort Lee, on September
9, triggering delays of up to four
hours, resigned last Friday, The New
York Daily News reported.

His resignation follows that of
David Wildstein, another Christie
appointee who was authority’s direc-
tor of interstate capital projects.
Democrats in New Jersey have
claimed the shutdown was retribu-
tion for the refusal of Fort Lee’s
Democratic mayor to endorse the
November re-election of Gov.
Christie, a leading Republican presi-
dential candidate in 2016.

During his testimony before the
New Jersey Assembly Transporta-
tion Public Works and Independent
Authorities Committee, Mr. Baroni
claimed that the closure was part of a
traffic study. The Daily News reported
that Port Authority Executive Direc-
tor Patrick Foye, an appointee of New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo, as
well as Cedric Fulton, director of
tunnels and bridges, and Robert
Durando, who supervises the George
Washington Bridge disputed the traf-
fic study claim.

ABC News reported that Gov.
Christie has replaced Mr. Baroni with
Deborah Gramiccioni, currenty his
deputy chief of staff for policy.
Bramnick: Dems Turning Lame

Duck into Anti-Jobs Month
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) said bills
being moved through the lame duck
session of the legislative session, such
as “Ban the Box” legislation, the con-
stitutional amendment requiring New
Jersey to join the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative (RGGI) and a
bill that mandates paid sick days for
all full-time private sector employ-
ees, will hurt job creation and will
slow the state’s economic recovery.
Asm. Bramnick said that no consid-
eration is being given on how to pro-
vide a tax cut or reforming unused
sick leave payouts.

 “Democratic-sponsored bills are
being fast-tracked during lame duck
that will hurt job creation and slow
our economic recovery,” he said. “The
remainder of the legislative agenda

should focus on reducing regulations,
lowering taxes, and making it easier
for towns to consider voluntary merg-
ers by reducing civil service barriers.
The focus on anti-jobs bills instead of
reducing spending and cutting taxes
is a misplaced priority.”

Congress Passes Budget
Deal, Averts Shutdown

New Jersey’s congressional delega-
tion was divided on the bipartisan bud-
get deal that passed the House on Thurs-
day, The Star-Ledger reported. The
deal averts another federal government
shutdown for at least two years.

The budget deal by Sen. Patty
Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. Paul
Ryan (R-Wis.) would cut the federal
deficit by $23 billion over 10 years
through increased airline fees and
reduced pensions for some federal
and military employees. The House
approved the plan, 332-94.

Among New Jersey’s delegation, nine
members voted yes including while Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th). Rep. Scott
Garrett (R-5th) and Democratic Reps.
Rush Holt (D-12th) and Frank Pallone
(D-6th Dist.)  opposed the agreement.

Settlements OK’d In
Passaic River Case

A state judge has approved settle-
ments worth $165.4 million from some
300 companies, municipalities and
public agencies accused of polluting
the Passaic River, nj.com has reported.

The decision by state Superior
Court Judge Sebastian Lombardi
clears the way for Gov. Chris
Christie’s administration to proceed
with a larger lawsuit against Occi-
dental Chemical Corporation, which
faces charges of “intentionally dump-
ing dioxin and other chemical waste
into the Passaic River for decades.”

According to nj.com, under the
terms of the first settlement, the state
will receive $130 million from major
energy companies. A second settle-
ment with 261 other defendants —
including 70 towns and public agen-
cies — will net $35.4 million.

Interpreter at Mandela
Memorial Was A Fake

South Africa’s deaf federation said
that the interpreter used for the
Johannesburg memorial for Nelson
Mandela — attended by nearly 100
heads of state, including President
Barack Obama — was a fake. Leaders
in the deaf community said the man
was “literally flapping his arms around,”
The New York Daily News reported.

GIFT GIVING...Runnells Specialized Hospital Volunteer Guild and Staff are
joined by Union County Freeholders Vernell Wright and Sergio Granados for the
residents annual gift distribution party. Pictured, left to right, are: seated Sharon
Thomas, Runnells Volunteer Guild; Ernie Salvati, chairperson, Runnells Resi-
dent Council; Barbara Mc Mann, Runnells Volunteer Guild; Patricia Scott,
director of activities and volunteer services at Runnells; standing, Iish Isack,
director of professional and support services at Runnells; Paul Thomas, volun-
teer guild; Freeholder Wright; Anne Forgione, Volunteer Guild; Sandra Adour,
Runnells administrator; Leonard Forgione, Volunteer Guild president; Tommie
Kelhoffer, Rose Anderson, Mark Sely, and Herbert Appenzoller, Volunteer
Guild members, and Freeholder  Granados.
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PSE&G Upgrading Underground
Circuits in Spr., Union on Dec. 26

REGION — Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas Co. (PSE&G), New
Jersey’s largest utility, is upgrading
and replacing an underground elec-
tric transmission circuit in Union
County as part of its North Central
Reliability Project.

The purpose of this infrastructure
upgrade is to continue to ensure safe,
reliable utility service for area resi-
dents and business owners. The cir-
cuit runs from PSE&G’s West Orange
switching station through West Or-
ange, Maplewood, Millburn, Spring-
field, through Union into the Spring-
field Road substation. Construction
activities along the nine-mile circuit
will be completed between January
2014 and June 2014. During this pe-
riod utility service to PSE&G custom-
ers will not be impacted.

PSE&G is currently anticipating
construction activities occurring in
each community and location during
the following periods: In Springfield:
Church Mall near Morris Avenue, on
Linden Avenue near Wabeno Avenue,
and Meisel Avenue near the Meisel
Avenue Park on or about Friday, De-
cember 26, 2013 to approximately
Friday, June 6, 2014.

In Union: Adjacent to Liberty Av-
enue and Springfield Road behind

the substation on or about December
26, 2013 to approximately June 6, 2014.

To expedite this work, PSE&G has
scheduled extended work hours Mon-
day through Friday, with some 24
hour and/or weekend work expected
during certain aspects of the project.
Construction dates and scheduled
work hours identified are tentative
and subject to minimal variations due
to the construction process and
weather sensitive work activities.

No major road closings are ex-
pected, however lane closures with
possible detours will be necessary
during construction. If possible, mo-
torists are encouraged to travel an
alternate route until the work is com-
pleted. Local police will be on site at
all times to oversee new traffic pat-
terns. Interruptions will be kept to a
minimum, and PSE&G regrets any
inconvenience the project may cause.

For everyone’s safety, PSE&G
crews use work area protection in-
cluding local police department traf-
fic management assistance, traffic
cones, barriers, utility work signage,
and flaggers, providing safety mea-
sures for project completion. The util-
ity reminds motorists to slow down
and be alert when driving past a
PSE&G worksite.


