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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Westfield 
Veterinary Group

Now Open
24/7

Every Day!
Richard Maus, DVM • 562 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ • 908-232-1048
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HOLIDAY PARTY…The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors attend their annual holiday party recently at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains. Pictured, front row, from left to right, are: Carol
Kearney, Chairman Chris Devine, Executive Director Heather Robinson and
Gene Jannotti; back row, Jay Boyle, Harriet Schulman, Stephanie Branna,
Mitch Beinhaker, Russell Feinstein, and Suzy Minken.

(H.I.B.) incidents. As reported by
Ms. Taggart, every six months it is
required by law that the board re-
ceive a public update of the district’s
H.I.B. incidents, and that the number
of confirmed and reported cases are
down in numbers from last year.

At tonight’s board meeting, which
will begin at 7:30 p.m., a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Cham-
ber Choir performance is scheduled.
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CF Hopes Hillside Liner
Is Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced that
Conrail has given its approval for
the township to install a tubular liner
that would make the Hillside tunnel,
also known as the Kanishka Pass,
safe for pedestrians and school-aged
children to cross through the tunnel.

The township had been waiting
since September to get the go-ahead.
Children heading to the Hillside Av-
enue School use the tunnel to go to
and from school, thereby avoiding
the busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township had
installed a temporary boardwalk
through the tunnel to help counter-
act the dangerous conditions caused
by water, mud, and wind leaking
through cracks in the tunnel. Prior to
the installation, the township had
closed the tunnel because of unsafe
conditions. Conrail also has applied
epoxy in the areas it thought were

leaking; however, it continues to
leak.

Once the liner is installed, should
the tunnel leak, the water would run
down between the tunnel and the liner
and flow to the outside and into a drain
system, Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr. told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail that
it was unaware of when setting up a
new contract with Conrail. Mayor
Hannen said this fee was negotiated
down from $30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a
safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Times. “Hopefully, before
they get back from winter vacation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher Creamer
to perform the work on the tunnel.
Since then, the contractor has taken
on other work, and the township is
now scrambling to get Fletcher
Creamer to install the liner before
school starts back up in January.

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
OKs Three Applications

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Board of Adjustment ap-
proved three applications at its De-
cember 12 meeting.

The meeting began with testi-
mony from Michael E. Dipple, an
engineer testifying on behalf of
Thrilos Realty’s application to
amend its previously approved site
plan for 1079 Route 22 to revise the
driveway access by shifting the
driveway 12 feet to the north. He
said the shift was necessary in or-
der to ensure safe access to under-
ground utilities and would not re-
duce the number of parking spaces
or the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of
the proposed restaurant.

The board next considered and
approved 367 Forest Hill Way
LLC’s request to permit the replace-
ment of a 30-year-old air condi-
tioner compressor and to place the
new unit on the side of the family
home, where the old unit had been
located on the rear sidewalk.

Finally, Mr. and Mrs. Ventralla,
who have lived in Mountainside for

47 years, appeared with their archi-
tect, David Bailey of Forefront De-
sign, to request relief from the
borough’s FAR requirement in or-
der to remodel their home, which is
located at 5 Endor Lane, to install
an elevator and a handicap-acces-
sible bathroom. The proposed 246-
square-foot addition would be in
the back of the home and would not
be visible from their street.

After the board approved their
requests, the Ventrallas thanked the
board for its thoroughness and ex-
pressed their appreciation to the
board for approving the modifica-
tions, which will allow them to re-
main in their home.

GW Board Hears Plan to
Expand South Ave. Bld.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The planning board
last Thursday began a hearing for
expansion of 325-331 South Av-
enue by applicant Land of NJ, Inc.,
which sought site plan approval with
variance relief for the demolition
of the existing greenhouse and
single-family home to provide for
the expansion of the existing mixed-
use building consisting of first-floor
retail and second-floor apartments.

Currently, the building has three
rental units on the second floor, and
a Chinese take-out restaurant, a nail
salon, a wireless retail store and a
vacant retail space.

The expansion would include re-
tail of the same type on the ground
level and added apartments on the
second floor, said Nicholas
Tsapatsaris, president of Land of
NJ.

“I plan to do the same type of
retail, but much more improved of
what exists today,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

He also suggested that part of the
ground-level expansion could work
as a café.

Board member William Nierstedt
said he liked that concept; however,
restaurants require additional park-
ing.

The applicant sought eight vari-
ances, of which lack of parking was
heavily discussed. The application
requires 39 parking spaces be pro-
vided, where the plan proposed in-
cludes 18, of which one is handi-
capped.

“The parking spaces are just ad-
equate for the retail,” Board Chair-
man Steve Greet said.

Mr. Greet asked if the applicant
had inquired about leasing parking
spaces from neighbors. Mr.
Tsapatsaris said he has tried, to no
avail.

The applicants proposed 14 rental
units, with 11 being one-bedroom,
two being studios and one being a
two-bedroom unit. The one-bed-
room units ranged from about 480
to 550 square feet. There currently
are three apartments.

Board members Kathy Villaggio,
Mr. Neirstedt and Gene Jannotti all
said they thought the units were too
small, and suggested having less
units and making them larger. This
also would lessen the impact on the
parking variance.

The borough’s code says this type
of building would require 60-per-
cent lot coverage, which in doing
so, said Mr. Tsapatsaris, “is impos-
sible to provide sufficient parking.”

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he also pur-
chased the adjacent greenhouse and
home at 325 South Avenue with the
“hopes to expand,” but, he said, “in
the mid-90s there was no parking
requirement.” He is a licensed ar-
chitect and planner.

“In the majority of cases, my ten-
ants have one car, not two,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
asked if the renters use the rail ser-
vice, would the tenants’ parked cars
compete with the retail parking dur-
ing the day.

Mr. Tsapatsaris rebutted that cur-

rently, one of his tenants has one
car and one person drives to school,
while the other takes the train to
work.

The board also commented on
the current upkeep of the property.
“You owned the property for 20
years and have not done any up-
grades. The property, in my opin-
ion, has not been aesthetically pleas-
ing,” Mr. Greet said.

A colored conceptual drawing of
the streetscape was presented. “I
consider this a downtown model,”
Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

The new expanded lot would be
100 feet deep by 150 feet in width.
Mr. Tsapatsaris also proposed a six-
foot-high vinyl fence on the rear lot
line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the build-
ing extend to the lot line with no
setback. The code requires a 10-
foot side-yard setback.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also
did not provide landscaping around
the fenced-in trash area in the rear
of the lot and landscaping along the
back fence as required. There also
were lighting variances and other
landscaping variances.

Residents who live behind the
property and next door, as well as
the Garwood Mall director of man-
agement, asked the applicant ques-
tions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who
lives on Willow Avenue behind the
applicant’s property, asked if the
applicant would consider only hav-
ing eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic rea-
son.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would con-
sider 12 units, as the board alluded
to. “I don’t know without further
analysis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

“I see on average 40 percent of
the parking spaces being occupied,”
Mr. Tsapatsaris said, when asked
by Mr. Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is abso-
lutely gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns with
noise from the dumpsters being
rolled out in the early hours down
the path on the side of his house that
would disturb his family sleeping.
He also asked about the lighting,
and suggested he change his plan to
have lighting on poles that lit to-
ward the building with shields, and
asked to have a fence on the side-
yard lines. Mr. Kelly said the trash
currently is brought out in front of
his property for pickup. The new
proposal has a private hauler re-
move the garbage from the rear
trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would
consider altering his current light-
ing plan.

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Wednesday, January 22, at
7:30 p.m. and expects to hear testi-
mony from a planner and traffic
expert.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

year.
The governing body also ap-

proved a 2014 contract for janito-
rial services at township buildings
and gave its approval to the settle-
ment of several property tax ap-
peals. A resolution authorizing the
lease-purchase of two police cruis-
ers for an amount not to exceed
$60,253 was also approved.

The council’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting will be held at noon on
Wednesday, January 1, and appoint-
ments to various boards and com-
missions will be announced at that
time.

Councilman Vastine on Tuesday
attempted to start a verbal nominat-
ing process for one of the boards
but was told by Township Attorney
Judy Verrone that council members
must submit all their nominations
in writing.
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WF Council Honors
Councilman David Haas
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its meeting
Tuesday evening, the Westfield
Town Council passed a resolution
honoring Third Ward Councilman
David Haas for his years of service
to the Town of Westfield. Mr. Haas’
term will expire on Tuesday, De-
cember 31, after an unsuccessful
bid for election as mayor this year.
Mr. Haas’ successor is David
Oliveira, who was elected to his
first term as councilman.

A councilman for nine years, Mr.
Haas served on the Finance Policy
Committee, the Public Works Com-
mittee, the Public Safety, Transpor-
tation and Parking Committee and
also served as the council’s liaison
to the Board of Health and the Tree
Preservation Commission.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky delivered
the resolution to the assembly which
read in part, “Whereas, Mr. Haas
has unselfishly sacrificed his time
to attend to the needs of the resi-
dents of the third ward and the com-
munity at large; and whereas, dur-
ing his term of the town council,
Mr. Haas earned the gratitude of his
constituents, be it resolved that the
mayor and the town council, on
behalf of the good citizens of the
Town of Westfield, hereby express
appreciation to David Haas for his
service and wishes him every suc-
cess and happiness in all his future
endeavors.”

Mr. Skibitsky concluded, “David,
on behalf of all the residents of
Westfield I thank you for all your
service to the town.”

Mr. Haas addressed his fellow
council members as well as mem-
bers of the public stating, “First, I’d
like to thank the residents of the
third ward. Going door to door and
meeting everybody in the ward is a
tremendously rewarding and en-
riching experience…I found the
residents of the third ward to be
extremely warm to me and ex-
tremely welcoming. They were very
nice to work with and an honor to
represent. That’s the most impor-
tant thing I can say tonight.

“The second thing I’d like to say
is that I’d like to thank the people I
served with. We don’t always agree
on every issue as is appropriate. It’s

important to have issues discussed
and be made public so the public
understands the various aspects to
them. I think that I have generally
been treated by all my fellow coun-
cil members with respect and honor
and dignity and I thank them for
that.

“I’d like to thank my wife, of
course, and my family who gave up
so much time and I look forward to
getting back and spending more
with them.”

The entire assembly gave Mr.
Haas a standing ovation as he con-
cluded his remarks.

During the open discussion sec-
tion of the meeting, several mem-
bers of the public also thanked Mr.
Haas for his years of service.

Former town councilman Ken-
neth Mac Ritchie praised Mr. Haas
for his work as councilman. “I’d
like to express thanks and apprecia-
tion for Dave Haas who admirably
served the third ward…Councilman
Haas did an outstanding job of ser-
vice for the third ward,” he said.

Janice Siegel, chairperson of the
Westfield Democratic Committee,
also thanked Mr. Haas for repre-
senting the third ward. “I came to
learn about what a hard worker Dave
is and how much heart he has, how
much he cares about people…this
is the kind of guy he is, the kind of
representative he is. He’s a person
with great intellect who asks excel-
lent questions. I think this council
will sorely miss those kinds of con-
tributions that Dave has made,” Ms.
Siegel said.

In other news, the council ap-
proved the purchase of three new
Ford Police Interceptor vehicles and
approved the demolition of single
family dwellings located at 648
Kimball Avenue, 529 Benson Place,
1061 Minisink Way, 757 Clark
Street, and a single family dwelling
and a detached garage located at
633 Cumberland Street, as well as a
single family dwelling and shed
located at 1035 Rahway Avenue.

The next town council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Thursday, January 2, at 7 p.m., at
the Municipal Building located at
425 East Broad Street. This will be
the council’s reorganization meet-
ing.
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Fanwood Council
ministration expertise to his work
on the Fanwood Council.

Mayor Colleen Mahr lauded
Councilman Parenti for his “pas-
sion for making sure that the Bor-
ough of Fanwood never settles for
being just mediocre.” The council
presented Councilman Parenti with
a framed seal of the borough, a
framed print of the Fanwood Train
Station, a monogrammed fleece and
several more informal gifts.

Councilman Parenti explained
his latest retirement by reaffirming
his belief in term limits, saying,
“My limit is up,” but he cautioned,
“I’m not going away; I’ll still be
around…watching every move.”

The council also honored another
police officer, Special Officer Jack
Ross, as Volunteer of the Month.
Officer Ross took a moment to
thank current Chief of Police Rich-
ard Trigo and Councilman Parenti,
who, as former chief, hired Officer
Ross 30 years ago.

Later in the meeting, Council
President Russell Huegel men-
tioned the upcoming renewal of the
Shared Services Coordinating
Committee. The committee is com-
posed of members from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion. Councilman Huegel high-
lighted the committee’s recent ac-
complishments, including an ini-
tiative to share information before
applying for grants, cooperation
on senior citizen assistance, pur-
chase of new television equipment
and a radio station, and implemen-
tation of borough employee com-
puter-training sessions.

Councilman Daniel Levine
pointed out that the borough’s
shared-service agreement with the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment will be due for its tri-annual
renewal, soon, as well.

Resident Michael Lewis asked
council members to elaborate on
the current status of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission. Councilman Jack

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS IS COMING...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Alphorns
entertain shoppers in downtown Westfield as part of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation’s “Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday events.

Molenaar told Mr. Lewis that the
commission met recently and would
soon post meeting minutes on its
blog page.

Resident Harry McNally asked
council members for an update on
the status of Fanwood’s Recycling
Center. Mayor Mahr assured him
that the borough has no intention of
closing the center in the near future.
A committee, composed of Coun-
cilman Levine, Councilman Kevin
Boris and Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell is still in a “fact-gathering
phase,” she said. Councilman Levine
confirmed that the committee is re-
searching current operational pro-
cedures at the center, procedures in
neighboring towns and the various
institutions benefiting from the
center’s activities, before proceed-
ing.

As it was the last regular council
meeting of 2013, Mayor Mahr took
a moment to review the year’s suc-
cesses. “We have seen some really
great improvements to our parks, to
our roadways, and we are welcom-
ing new businesses into our com-
munity all the time,” she said, men-
tioning the newly reopened restau-
rant, The Chippery, and Ivy Educa-
tional Services, which recently re-
located to Fanwood and brings in
clients from as far away as
Metuchen. The mayor also noted
progress on Fanwood’s press for a
full-service one-seat ride to New
York, through the efforts of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition.

Councilman Molenaar further re-
ported on a busy and successful
year for Fanwood in terms of land
use and historic preservation. He
specifically pointed to plans to re-
zone South Avenue, between
Martine Avenue and Terrill Road, in
order to eliminate the need for new
businesses to request use variances
and to clear the way for increased
development.

Fanwood’s annual reorganization
meeting will take place on New
Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1,
at noon.


