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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Westfield 
Veterinary Group

Now Open
24/7

Every Day!
Richard Maus, DVM • 562 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ • 908-232-1048

Happy Holidays From
Our Good Hands®

To Yours.
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Ron Bansky & Associates
908-301-0711
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2Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.  Allstate New Jersey Property and 
Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, Illinois © 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. 

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
HOLIDAY PARTY…The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors attends their annual holiday party at Shackamaxon Country Club
in Scotch Plains. Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Carol Kearney, Chairman
Chris Devine, Executive Director Heather Robinson and Gene Jannotti, and back
row, Jay Boyle, Harriet Schulman, Stephanie Branna, Mitch Beinhaker, Russell
Feinstein and Suzy Minken.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HIS ROUNDS...The Garwood Fire Department escorts Santa Claus
through the streets of Garwood on Saturday.

safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Leader. “Hopefully, be-
fore they get back from winter va-
cation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher Creamer
to perform the work on the tunnel.
Since then, the contractor has taken
on other work, and the township is
now scrambling to get Fletcher
Creamer to install the liner before
school starts back up in January.
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Cranford

vice, would the tenants’ parked cars
compete with the retail parking during
the day.

Mr. Tsapatsaris rebutted that cur-
rently, one of his tenants has one car
and one person drives to school, while
the other takes the train to work.

The board also commented on the
current upkeep of the property. “You
owned the property for 20 years and
have not done any upgrades. The prop-
erty, in my opinion, has not been aes-
thetically pleasing,” Mr. Greet said.

A colored conceptual drawing of
the streetscape was presented. “I con-
sider this a downtown model,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

The new expanded lot would be 100
feet deep by 150 feet in width. Mr.
Tsapatsaris also proposed a six-foot-
high vinyl fence on the rear lot line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the build-
ing extend to the lot line with no
setback. The code requires a 10-foot
side-yard setback.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also did
not provide landscaping around the
fenced-in trash area in the rear of the
lot and landscaping along the back
fence as required. There also were
lighting variances and other landscap-
ing variances.

Residents who live behind the prop-
erty and next door, as well as the
Garwood Mall director of manage-
ment, asked the applicant questions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who lives
on Willow Avenue behind the

applicant’s property, asked if the ap-
plicant would consider only having
eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic rea-
son.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would con-
sider 12 units, as the board alluded to.
“I don’t know without further analy-
sis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

“I see on average 40 percent of the
parking spaces being occupied,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said, when asked by Mr.
Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is absolutely
gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns with
noise from the dumpsters being rolled
out in the early hours down the path
on the side of his house that would
disturb his family sleeping. He also
asked about the lighting, and sug-
gested he change his plan to have
lighting on poles that lit toward the
building with shields, and asked to
have a fence on the side-yard lines.
Mr. Kelly said the trash currently is
brought out in front of his property
for pickup. The new proposal has a
private hauler remove the garbage
from the rear trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would con-
sider altering his current lighting plan.

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Wednesday, January 22, at
7:30 p.m. and expects to hear testi-
mony from a planner and traffic ex-
pert.
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Garwood Planning Board

quests, the Ventrallas thanked the board
for its thoroughness and expressed their
appreciation to the board for approving
the modifications, which will allow
them to remain in their home.

Garwood School Board
Receives Audit Report
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of educa-
tion held its last meeting of the year on
Tuesday evening. The board heard an
audit report and said goodbye to John
Sullivan, who had been a member for
more than six years.

Steve McDermott, of Suplee Clooney
and Company, made six recommenda-
tions to the board. First is that the
practice of issuing confirming orders
be discontinued. Second is that the
business administrator/board secretary
accurately maintain an analysis of the
balance of the payroll agency account.
Third is that the district maintain an
accurate and detailed capital assets led-
ger. Fourth is that the board secretary
report to the board for all months and at
year end in compliance with the state
statute. Fifth is that the treasurer of
school monies report to the board for
all months and at year end in compli-
ance with the state statute. Sixth is that
the district review procedures to ensure
that real net cash resources in the food
service fund do not exceed three months
average expenditures in compliance
with the state statute.

Mr. McDermott also suggested the
board institute a corrective action plan.

The part of the meeting where the
board would present awards to honors
students was cancelled until the Janu-
ary meeting due to inclement weather.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley recommended that the board
approve the use of the Lincoln School
gym by the Garwood Recreation De-
partment on the following Saturdays
between 9 a.m. and noon: January 11
and 25; February 1, 8 and 22; and a date

in March to be determined. The board
approved the measure.

At the recommendation of Superin-
tendent Quigley, the board approved
the hiring of Badia Diwane as a part-
time special services secretary, not to
exceed 15 hours per week. Board mem-
ber Anne Langston voted against it,
citing concerns about confidentiality.
She stated that Ms. Diwane is a parent
and a resident of the district and that
Child Study team reports, which she
would handle, are very sensitive. She
said she would like someone from to be
hired outside the district.

The board approved a list of meth-
ods for evaluating teacher performance,
which are essential to achieving Com-
mon Core State Standards. The pur-
pose of the evaluation is to promote
professional excellence and enhance
student achievement.

Following the meeting, Mr. Sullivan
cited other volunteer commitments in
town, as well as a busy schedule, as his
reason for not running for board office
this year.

Kimberly Ficarra and Salvatore
Piarulliare are both candidates for the
seat. In January, each candidate will be
interviewed and one will be appointed
to fill Mr. Sullivan’s seat. Only two
candidates, incumbents Brendan
McDermott and Susan Groning, ran
for three open seats on board in the
November school board election. Resi-
dent Bruce Paterson turned down the
seat after he received sufficient write-in
votes.

The next meeting of the board will
be on Thursday, January 2, 2014, at 7
p.m., at Lincoln School, located on
Second Avenue.

tion for Dave Haas, who admirably
served the Third
Ward…Councilman Haas did an
outstanding job of service for the
Third Ward,” he said.

Janice Siegel, chairperson of the
Westfield Democratic Committee,
also thanked Mr. Haas for repre-
senting the Third Ward. “I came to
learn about what a hard worker Dave
is and how much heart he has, how
much he cares about people…this
is the kind of guy he is, the kind of
representative he is. He’s a person
with great intellect who asks excel-
lent questions. I think this council
will sorely miss those kinds of con-
tributions that Dave has made,” Ms.
Siegel said.

In other news, the council ap-
proved the purchase of three new
Ford Police Interceptor vehicles and
approved the demolition of single-
family dwellings located at 648
Kimball Avenue, 529 Benson Place,
1061 Minisink Way, 757 Clark
Street, and a single-family dwelling
and a detached garage located at 633
Cumberland Street, as well as a single-
family dwelling and shed located at
1035 Rahway Avenue.

The next town council meeting
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Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PEACEFUL...The season's first significant snowfall left a blanket of the white stuff
on Saturday at the historic cemetery at St. John's Baptist Church in Scotch Plains.
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Westfield Council
open to the public is scheduled for
Thursday, January 2, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street. This will be the
council’s reorganization meeting.

Board OKs Gas Station Sign,
Community Access Lot

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave approval to the Sunoco gaso-
line station on Route 22 to replace
its existing pricing sign along the
highway with a digital sign that can
be changed via remote control.

Syed Naqbi, president of Express
Mart, the owner of the station, told
the board at its December 5 meet-
ing that the new sign will be the
same size as the existing one but
will only have two price lines ver-
sus the existing three lines. He said
the sign, which will not flash or
scroll, will be safer to change via
remote than by having an employee
climb a ladder to manually change
the prices. The lettering will be 18
inches high versus the 12-inch let-
tering on the existing sign, accord-
ing to engineer Derek Jordan, who
added that the sign would not be
visible to any neighboring residents.
Earlier, a Willow Avenue resident
spoke and expressed concern over
the proposed sign’s brightness.

Board member Chris Abeel op-
posed the application, saying he
did not think an LED-type sign was
necessary and expressing concerns
about the new sign’s brightness. He
made a motion to deny the applica-
tion but no one else on the board
backed his motion. Instead, the
board approved the application by
a 6-to-1 vote.

The board also gave unanimous
approval to an application for con-
struction of a parking lot located in
Scotch Plains to serve a mixed-use
building that will be situated in Fan-
wood. The parking lot, at 353 Terrill
Road, will be next to the building
that will contain 10 residential units
and two offices. The existing build-
ing — formerly home to Rocco’s
Tavern, which closed several years
ago and has been vacant since —
will be torn down to make room for
the new structure. Community Ac-
cess Unlimited, the developer, pro-
vides services to developmentally-
disabled individuals. Fourteen park-

ing slots will be included in the new
lot. Board members concurred that
the proposed lot and building would
be a positive benefit to the commu-
nity.

In other business, the board de-
cided to continue another applica-
tion at its January meeting. Nehal
Shah of 1 Cherry Blossom Lane
proposes to build a six-foot, white
vinyl fence in what is deemed to be
the front yard of her corner lot.
Local ordinances limit fence heights
in front yards to four feet. Board
members, concerned over sight-
lines for drivers at the corner, in-
quired about how far from the street
the fence would be placed and ques-
tioned the accuracy of Ms. Shah’s
survey that included a proposed
sight-line easement. The applicant
will return next month with further
information.

Consolidation Panel Looks
For Insurer For Study
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission met briefly on
the evening of December 11. The
commission is considering whether
or not Scotch Plains and Fanwood
should be merged to save taxpayers
money.

Commission Chairman Don
Parisi of Scotch Plains said he had
reached out to potential insurers,
but as yet, was unable to find a firm
interested in insuring the study.

Commission finance committee
member Ann Saltzman reported that
she had a list of foundations that
provided grants to community ini-
tiatives, but did not think any were
appropriate matches for the study.
Another finance committee mem-
ber, Fred Lange of Scotch Plains,
thought it would be best to contact a

foundation board member to assist the
group in finding the proper funding
source.

“We have to work from the inside.
We haven’t thought of that before,” he
said.

After 17 minutes, the committee
adjourned to discuss bids from firms
interested in doing the study.

The panel consists of four members
elected by Courage to Reconnect, a
citizens group that successfully ap-
plied for creation of the study com-
mission last year; two members each
elected by the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains councils individually, and two
members selected by each four-per-
son group.

The next commission meeting will
be its reorganization meeting on
Wednesday, January 8, at 7 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation offices at the Evergreen El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains.

port efforts to prevent drug and al-
cohol abuse in the community. The
borough will make a 25-percent
matching grant and approve the
expenditure, which means an addi-
tional $3,936 will be available to
battle substance abuse.

In other business, the council
agreed to investigate the possible
purchase of 971 Mountain Avenue,
which was recently placed on the
market. The property is adjacent to
property currently owned by the
borough.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli also up-
dated the public on the board of
education’s application for a con-
struction grant from the state De-
partment of Education. The mayor
stated that the district received a
grant of $5,882,348, which will
partially fund multiple critical im-
provements to the district’s schools.
The mayor encouraged residents to
attend the 2014 council reorganiza-
tion meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, January 7, beginning at 7
p.m.
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