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Send your holiday wishes to all in next week’s newspaper on Friday, December 27,
by visiting www.goleader.com/christmas before Sunday, December 22.Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Due to Christmas,
next week’s edition of

the newspaper will
be delivered on

Friday, December 27.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON...Carolers create a lively atmosphere in Garwood on Saturday at a holdiday event during
which the fire department pulled Santa Claus on a sled throughout the borough.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SNOW DAY...The owners of a residence on the corner of Walnut Avenue and
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford offer free Christmas carol performances for the
community on Saturday.
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CF Hopes to Have Hillside
Liner Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced that
Conrail has given its approval for
the township to install a tubular
liner that would make the Hillside
tunnel, also known as the Kanishka
Pass, safe for pedestrians and
school-aged children to cross
through the tunnel.

The township had been waiting
since September to get the go-ahead.
Children heading to the Hillside
Avenue School use the tunnel to go
to and from school, thereby avoid-
ing the busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township had
installed a temporary boardwalk
through the tunnel to help counter-
act the dangerous conditions caused
by water, mud, and wind leaking

through cracks in the tunnel. Prior
to the installation, the township had
closed the tunnel because of unsafe
conditions. Conrail also has applied
epoxy in the areas it thought were
leaking; however, it continues to
leak.

Once the liner is installed, should
the tunnel leak, the water would run
down between the tunnel and the
liner and flow to the outside and
into a drain system, Mayor Tom
Hannen, Jr. told The Westfield
Leader.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail
that it was unaware of when setting
up a new contract with Conrail.
Mayor Hannen said this fee was
negotiated down from $30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Board Hears Plan To
Expand South Ave. Bld.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning board
last Thursday began a hearing for ex-
pansion of 325-331 South Avenue by
applicant Land of NJ, Inc., which sought
site plan approval with variance relief
for the demolition of the existing green-
house and single-family home to pro-
vide for the expansion of the existing
mixed-use building consisting of first-
floor retail and second-floor apartments.

Currently, the building has three
rental units on the second floor, and a
Chinese take-out restaurant, a nail sa-
lon, a wireless retail store and a vacant
retail space.

The expansion would include re-
tail of the same type on the ground
level and added apartments on the
second floor, said Nicholas
Tsapatsaris, president of Land of
NJ.

“I plan to do the same type of
retail, but much more improved of
what exists today,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

He also suggested that part of the
ground-level expansion could work
as a café.

Board member William Nierstedt
said he liked that concept; however,
restaurants require additional park-
ing.

The applicant sought eight vari-
ances, of which lack of parking was
heavily discussed. The application
requires 39 parking spaces be pro-
vided, where the plan proposed in-
cludes 18, of which one is handi-
capped.

“The parking spaces are just ad-
equate for the retail,” Board Chair-
man Steve Greet said.

Mr. Greet asked if the applicant
had inquired about leasing parking

spaces from neighbors. Mr.
Tsapatsaris said he has tried, to no
avail.

The applicants proposed 14 rental
units, with 11 being one-bedroom,
two being studios and one being a
two-bedroom unit. The one-bed-
room units ranged from about 480
to 550 square feet. There currently
are three apartments.

Board members Kathy Villaggio,
Mr. Neirstedt and Gene Jannotti all
said they thought the units were too
small, and suggested having less
units and making them larger. This
also would lessen the impact on the
parking variance.

The borough’s code says this type
of building would require 60-per-
cent lot coverage, which in doing
so, said Mr. Tsapatsaris, “is impos-
sible to provide sufficient parking.”

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he also pur-
chased the adjacent greenhouse and
home at 325 South Avenue with the
“hopes to expand,” but, he said, “in
the mid-90s there was no parking
requirement.” He is a licensed ar-
chitect and planner.

“In the majority of cases, my ten-
ants have one car, not two,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
asked if the renters use the rail ser-

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
OKs Three Applications

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Board of Adjustment approved
three applications at its December 12
meeting.

The meeting began with testimony
from Michael E. Dipple, an engineer
testifying on behalf of Thrilos Realty’s
application to amend its previously
approved site plan for 1079 Route 22 to
revise the driveway access by shifting
the driveway 12 feet to the north. He
said the shift was necessary in order to
ensure safe access to underground utili-
ties and would not reduce the number
of parking spaces or the Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) of the proposed restau-
rant.

The board next considered and ap-

proved 367 Forest Hill Way LLC’s
request to permit the replacement of a
30-year-old air conditioner compres-
sor and to place the new unit on the side
of the family home, where the old unit
had been located on the rear sidewalk.

Finally, Mr. and Mrs. Ventralla, who
have lived in Mountainside for 47 years,
appeared with their architect, David
Bailey of Forefront Design, to request
relief from the borough’s FAR require-
ment in order to remodel their home,
which is located at 5 Endor Lane, to
install an elevator and a handicap-ac-
cessible bathroom. The proposed 246-
square-foot addition would be in the
back of the home and would not be
visible from their street.

After the board approved their re-

Kate Browne for The Westfield Leader
KIP AWARDS…Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, right, and Councilman
Glenn Mortimer, left, congratulate the recipients of the 2013 Inter County Youth
Soccer League’s KIP awards and thier families at Tuesday’s borough council
meeting.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
YEARS OF SERVICE...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky reads a proclamation
to Councilman David Haas thanking him for his years of service to the town. Mr.
Haas’ term expires at the end of the year. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Lauds Soccer Players;
Approves Funds For Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council tackled a full agenda
— including awarding bids for a
new phone system, the purchase of
a new standby generator for the
library and recognizing soccer play-
ers — at its meeting on Tuesday
night.

Sam Bakaletz, Giulia Goggi,
Patrick Herrighty and Megan Leick
were the recipients of the 2013 In-
tercounty Soccer League’s “Keep
It Positive” (KIP) Awards for their
contributions to encouraging good
sportsmanship in youth sports.

The council approved several
product and service contracts for
the upcoming year, including

awarding F. Basso Jr. Rubbish Re-
moval Inc. a contract for curbside
collection and disposal of
recyclables at a cost of $63,597.
Governing body members also ap-
proved a five-year lease of a new
phone system for borough hall with
Avaya/Office Solutions, for
$33,329; renewed Maverick Build-
ing Services janitorial services con-
tract, and agreed to retain Burlew

Mechanical, LLC in order to re-
place the heating, ventilation and
air-conditioning unit at the Moun-
tainside Public Library, for
$224,445.

The council advised the public
that the borough had received a
$15,743 grant from the Governor’s
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse, which will be used to sup-

Westfield Council Honors
Councilman David Haas

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its meeting
Tuesday evening, the Westfield
Town Council passed a resolution
honoring Third Ward Councilman
David Haas for his years of service
to the Town of Westfield. Mr. Haas’
term will expire on Tuesday, De-
cember 31, after an unsuccessful
bid for election as mayor this year.
Mr. Haas’ successor is David
Oliveira, who was elected to his
first term as councilman.

A councilman for nine years, Mr.
Haas served on the Finance Policy

Committee, the Public Works Com-
mittee, the Public Safety, Transpor-
tation and Parking Committee and
also served as the council’s liaison
to the board of health and the Tree
Preservation Commission.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky delivered
the resolution to the assembly, which
read in part, “Whereas, Mr. Haas has
unselfishly sacrificed his time to at-
tend to the needs of the residents of the
Third Ward and the community at
large; and whereas, during his term of
the town council, Mr. Haas earned the
gratitude of his constituents, be it re-
solved that the mayor and the town

council, on behalf of the good citizens
of the Town of Westfield, hereby ex-
press appreciation to David Haas for
his service and wishes him every suc-
cess and happiness in all his future
endeavors.”

Mr. Skibitsky concluded, “David,
on behalf of all the residents of
Westfield, I thank you for all your
service to the town.”

Mr. Haas addressed his fellow
council members as well as mem-
bers of the public, stating, “First,
I’d like to thank the residents of the
Third Ward. Going door to door
and meeting everybody in the ward
is a tremendously rewarding and
enriching experience…I found the
residents of the Third Ward to be
extremely warm to me and ex-
tremely welcoming. They were very
nice to work with and an honor to
represent. That’s the most impor-
tant thing I can say tonight.

“The second thing I’d like to say
is that I’d like to thank the people I
served with. We don’t always agree
on every issue, as is appropriate.
It’s important to have issues dis-
cussed and be made public so the
public understands the various as-
pects to them. I think that I have
generally been treated by all my
fellow council members with re-
spect and honor and dignity, and I
thank them for that.

“I’d like to thank my wife, of
course, and my family who gave up
so much time, and I look forward to
getting back and spending more
time with them.”

The entire assembly gave Mr.
Haas a standing ovation as he con-
cluded his remarks.

During the open discussion sec-
tion of the meeting, several mem-
bers of the public also thanked Mr.
Haas for his years of service.

Former town councilman Ken-
neth Mac Ritchie praised Mr. Haas
for his work as councilman. “I’d
like to express thanks and apprecia-
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