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CRANFORD – The Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment Monday
unanimously denied a variance
application for a six-foot-high,
closed fence on a corner lot.

Marcin Wojcik, of 2 Colin Kelly
Street, owns the residence on a
corner property at Colin Kelly
Street and Lexington Avenue.

Mr. Wojcik sought a variance
where a four-foot-high, open
fence is permitted. He presented
to the board a plan to place a six-
foot-high, closed white vinyl fence
extending from the front line of
his home on Colin Kelly Street
across to his lot line on Lexington
Avenue that would then extend
to the back lot line and go across
the backyard to the other side of
his home and extending back up
to the other side of the front of
his home. It would replace a
chain-link fence the applicant had

removed.
His neighbor, Rachel Katz, of

639 Lexington Avenue, opposed
the application, saying she was
concerned with safety and ap-
pearance. She said she would
not be able to see over the fence
when entering or exiting her
driveway. She thought a six-foot-
high fence would block her
sightlines of traffic. She also said
that aesthetically, a six-foot-high
solid fence “is not in character
with the neighborhood.”

Mr. Wojcik said there is a home
on the next corner that has a six-
foot-high solid fence.

Mr. Wojcik said he was seeking
a variance because he had con-
cerns with the safety of his chil-
dren playing in the yard with a
four-foot-high open fence. He
said it would give him “peace of
mind” to have a closed, six-foot-
high fence. He thought an open
fence could cause the children to
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CRANFORD – The planning
board at its workshop meeting
Wednesday passed a motion, 9
to 1, to send a letter to the
township committee requesting
the committee set up a process
to have the zoning officer, engi-
neer and other professionals be
in attendance at planning board
meetings.

Board Chairwoman Lynda Feder
said it was common practice to
have the zoning officer be in
attendance at the meetings.

Board member Rita LaBrutto
brought to the board’s attention
her research of Cranford’s afford-
able housing. Ms. LaBrutto said
Cranford has 37 credits attrib-
uted to group homes going back
to 1998 that are not accounted
for towards the township’s af-
fordable-housing credits estab-
lished by the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) regulations.

These 37 credits are in addition to
85 surplus credits, she said, the
township has earned.

“There is nothing in writing ask-
ing these organizations for a deed
restriction,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

“Clearly Cranford has done its
part in affordable housing,” she
said. “Looking at this, we do
have our share of 140 units we
are on the hook for.”

“To me it is a big concern that
these were identified in 2010
and it is three years later…and
the town has spent no less than
$2 million chasing affordable
housing around over four years,”
Ms. LaBrutto said.

She was most concerned that a
letter has not been sent from the
township asking these group
homes for a deed restriction.

Attorney Phil Morin, who was
responsible to look at the afford-
able-housing plan, had not fol-
lowed up on the deed restric-
tions, she said.

“This is not protecting the town.
It is worth an outside person to
look at our affordable-housing
plan,” she said.

Also, recent developments, such
as 555 South Avenue, do not
have a deed restriction, she said.

There also were 31 additional
senior- housing units over the
100 that the township has been
given credit for, she said.

“There is a cap on the number
you are allowed to count,” said
Board Attorney Allen Barkin. “This
township’s plan was imposed on
the board by the court because
the township had no plan.”

The planning board approved a
motion, 8 to 2, to ask the town-
ship committee for an update of
the efforts made by the township
to obtain the documentation of
eligibility of the units that were
identified as potential affordable-
housing units existing within the
township versus the affordable-
housing plan.

UCC Gala Raises $200,000
For Student Scholarships

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Foundation held its 21st
annual gala on November 15 at
the Westwood in Garwood. Held
to raise money for scholarships
for students, the event raised
more than $200,000, which will
help further the core mission of
the college to provide students
with an affordable, accessible,
and quality education.

The evening began with a silent
auction that included 41 items.
This was followed by dinner, dur-
ing which a live auction of seven
“experiences” were sold. These
experiences included a trip to
Good Morning America and a back
stage tour, tickets to Broadway
shows, and vacation packages.

Student Representative Julia
Kovach spoke following dinner

about how the scholarships she
has received through the years
allowed her to remain a full-time
student and complete her degree
in two years. Following her speech,
an appeal for donations to support
the cost of tuition and books for at
least five students was held. This
led to over $50,000 in donations.

The Union County College Foun-
dation honored Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
and Brian MacLean, vice-presi-
dent of operations for
Elizabethtown Gas. More than
300 people attended the gala
which was managed by a 12-
member committee of commu-
nity volunteers organized and
managed the event. The chair of
this year’s gala committee was
Suzanne S. Covine, Class of ’58.

SUPPORTING UCC... Union County College President Margaret M.
McMenamin, left, Union County Freeholder Alexander Mirabella and his wife,
Phyllis, pose for a picture at the Union County College Foundation 21st annual
gala held November 15 at the Westwood in Garwood. Over 300 people attended
the eent which raised $200,000 for the college.

stick their limbs through the gaps
and potentially break an arm,
while the shorter height would
mean balls would more easily go
over the fence, possibly causing
the children to exit the yard and
chase after it.

Landscaping was not part of
the plan, the applicant said, when
Board Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Pis-
tol asked. Mr. Wojcik later said
he would be amenable to land-
scaping should it be a condition
of the board.

Board Assistant Secretary Rob-
ert Bovasso said landscaping
would “buffer the appearance of
the fence.”

Board Chairman Ronald Marotta
said landscaping would “soften”
what he called “a stark white
wall.”

Board Secretary MaryAnn Hay
said the fence plan would give a
“fortress appearance.”

“I think a six-foot-high fence is
overkill, and I don’t see it as nec-
essary,” board member William
Montani said.
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