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Municipal Judge Inacio Faces
Disciplinary Action for Interceding

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Borough Munici-
pal Court Judge Antonio Inacio
is facing disciplinary action for
interceding in a judicial matter
involving the daughter of a
Garwood councilman. Judge
Inacio also serves as a judge for
Clark and Scotch Plains.

According to a complaint filed
December 3 by the state Advi-
sory Committee on Judicial Con-
duct and obtained by The
Westfield Leader, on January 29,
the councilman’s minor daugh-
ter was arrested in Clark, and
charged with possession of al-
cohol. The New Jersey Law Jour-
nal identified the councilman as
Lou Petruzzelli.

The girl and her mother ap-
peared before the Juvenile Con-
ference Committee (JCC), a con-
fidential court-approved diver-
sionary program for juvenile of-
fenders, to discuss her case.
After hearing testimony, the JCC
made a recommendation to the
Superior Court, Family Division
to resolve the matter “on the
condition of certain obligations
designed to aid in her rehabilita-
tion,” according to the complaint.

On February 1, 2013, Superior
Court Judge Robert Kirsch ap-
proved the recommendation and
ordered the councilman’s daugh-
ter to satisfy the terms and con-
ditions of the JCC recommenda-
tion, which included attending
two Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
meetings.

According to the complaint, on
the same day, the councilman
contacted Judge Inacio, who he
has known for 20 years, regard-
ing the AA meetings require-
ment. The judge “also volun-
teered to speak with Council-
man Petruzzelli’s wife and

daughter about the dangers of
underage drinking and driving”
while also inviting them to Clark
Municipal Court, where he serves
as judge. The judge spoke to the
minor in his chambers on Febru-
ary 27 “about his real-life expe-
rience with underage drinking
and driving.” The complaint
states that the conditions of the
February 1 order were not dis-
cussed.

Judge Inacio sent a letter to
the chairman of the JCC regard-
ing the matter, saying he met
with the councilman’s daughter
to educate her “on the conse-
quences of underage drinking,
driving while intoxicated, and
the ultimate consequence of
death.”

“By his conduct in composing a
letter on his official judicial sta-
tionary that identified himself as
a judge for the purpose of inter-
ceding in a juvenile matter over
which he had no jurisdiction and
attempting with that letter to

alter the terms of a court order,
[Judge Inacio] attempted to use
the power of his judicial office to
advance the private interests of
the daughter of the Garwood
councilman” which is in violation
of the state’s Code of Judicial
Conduct, according to the com-
plaint.

“By his conduct of interjecting
his judicial office into the JCC
matter in response to Council-
man [Petruzzelli]’s inquiry,
[Judge Inacio] also created the
appearance that he was attempt-
ing to carry favor with the coun-
cilman,” according to the com-
plaint.

It also was noted in the com-
plaint that the judge represented
the councilman’s company in
debt collection matters.

A call to Judge Inacio’s law
office on Monday was not re-
turned. Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi had no comment on
the story when reached Monday
night by The Westfield Leader.

CRANFORD — The Music Pro-
gram at St. Michael Church will
present “An Advent and Christ-
mas Service of Lessons and Car-
ols” this Sunday, December 15,
at 4 p.m. This program will fea-
ture the Choirs of St. Michael
Church, including the Parish Choir,
Handbell Choir, Youth Choir,
Schola Cantorum, Vocal Soloists
and The Atlas Brass Quintet. David
Bower is director of music and
organist.

The choral program will in-
clude the familiar carols “O Come
All Ye Faithful”; “A Maiden Most
Gentle” from a French traditional
melody; “I Saw Three Ships,” an
English traditional carol; “The

Cradle Song,” a John Rutter ar-
rangement of a traditional Flem-
ish carol, and additional pieces
that the audience may join in
singing. Both “The First Noel”
and F. Mendelssohn’s “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing,” performed
with brass accompaniment, will
be part of the program.

The advent Gospel readings
will be presented by the Rever-
end Monsignor Timothy
Shugrue, pastor of St. Michael,
along with Reverend Robert
Gajewski and Reverend Wilson
Paculan, parochial vicars at St.
Michael. The church is located
at 409 Alden Street in Cranford
and can be reached at (908)
276-0360. A free-will offering
will be taken to support the
church’s music program.

CELEBRATING THE SEASON...The St. Michael Church Choir, pictured,
will perform during “An Advent Service of Lessons and Carols” this Sunday,
December 15, at 4 p.m. at St. Michael Church, located at 409 Alden Street in
Cranford. The program will feature multiple church choirs and the Atlas
Brass Quintet.

UNICO to Sponsor Day
Of Holiday Shopping

CLARK — Clark UNICO will
sponsor a Holiday Flea Market
and Gift Show on Saturday, De-
cember 21, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. This event will be held in-
doors and outdoors at Arthur L.
Johnson High School, located at
365 Westfield Avenue, off
Raritan Road, in Clark. Admis-
sion will be free.

More than 50 exhibitors will
feature quality merchandise for
sale, such as handbags, sports
collectibles, jewelry for all ages,
clothing, dollar items, gift items,
gloves and scarves, toys, per-

fumes, antiques and collectibles,
plus garage/tag sale items, all
at bargain prices. Food also will
be available.

JC Promotions, Inc., a fund-
raising company that is coordi-
nating this event, is offering
four free spaces to any school
organization that would like to
participate by having an exhibi-
tor space to sell their items
and/or promote their club. To
reserve a space or for more
information, call (201) 998-
1144 or e-mail
events@jcpromotions.info.
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