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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The graduation of several su-
perstars like quarterback Reggie
Green, linebacker Nick Diaz and
Chris Folinusz may have been a
concern during preseason, but
this year’s Cranford High School
football team made amazing
strides to advance to the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semi-
finals and finish with a 7-4 record

“I like to believe that the work
that’s been done since we’ve been
here established a foundation of
a program that could tolerate
losing excellent players and step
up and demand excellence out of
our kids; 10 new starters on
offense, seven new starters on
defense. This is really the first
time that we faced this and suc-
ceeded. After the 2007 season,
we faced similar circumstances
and we went 3-7,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars’ losses were to
quality teams, Summit twice,
Ridge and Watchung Hills in the
season opener.

“The kids got better as the year
went on and they faced a very
tough schedule. Summit’s in the
finals. Ridge is in the finals and
the only other team is Group 5
Watchung Hills. When the kids
look back, they are going to real-
ize what they accomplished. It’s
a very big year for us to do what
we’ve done and be disappointed
that we were 7-4,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

With the identities of Green,
Diaz and Folinusz already in the
memory banks, the Cougars

needed to create their own this
season.

Coach Rosenmeier said,
“There’s a level of expectation
now, that there’s a certain way
that you play football. We know
if you are going to play line-
backer here, you better play like
Nick Diaz. The other thing that I
said to our kids was that these
guys weren’t ‘these guys’ until
they became ‘these guys’, which
is a confusing way of saying that
nobody knew who Nick Diaz was
until he became Nick Diaz. Now
we are going to be saying, ‘who
is going to be playing like Rob
Delsandro? Who is going to play
like Obo [John Oblachinski]? Who
is going to play like [Brian] Bruns?
Who is going to play guard like
Robert O’Shaughnessy?’ Who is
going to step in and be the next
Jack McCaffrey?’ “

As the starting quarterback,
Oblachinski created a great bal-
ance with the rushing and pass-
ing attacks. He carried 190 times
for 752 yards, including 10 touch-
downs (TD) and completed 57 of
116 passes for 1,065 yards and
12 TDs, while yielding two inter-
ceptions.

“Following Reggie Green was a
difficult thing to do. He was argu-
ably our best athlete this year,
and you can make an argument
that he was our second or third
best as a sophomore and a jun-
ior. He just happened to be be-
hind a kid, who played the same
position. We were able to be
more diverse in our passing be-
cause of what he was able to do
and the ability of our kids to

block. We had a McCaffrey step
up. We had a Dan DeLayo step
up. We had a Luke Christiano and
a Joe Norton. We had four guys
who could catch the ball plus
Donavin Walker, who could catch
it out of the backfield,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Junior running back Christiano
rushed for 523 yards, including
eight TDs and had 24 receptions
for 550 yards and seven TDs.
Christiano also amassed 326 yards
on kickoff returns. Walker, a jun-
ior, carried 112 times for 627
yards, including four TDs, and
had nine receptions for 106 yards.
He also completed two passes for
60 yards. Junior DeLayo had 80
rushing yards and had two recep-
tions for 57 yards.

Receiver McCaffrey had 17 re-
ceptions for 408 yards and five
TDs. Sophomore Norton grabbed
12 passes for 108 yards, and
junior Kevin Trotter had a 14-
yard reception. Senior Troy
Kettler hit 30 of 37 points after
TD and nailed three of four field
goals attempts.

Sophomore quarterback Jack
Shetelich proved his worth with
264 rushing yards, including
three TDs, and six completions
for 118 yards. He proved invalu-
able in the win over Delaware
Valley.

“Every quarterback for Cranford
since 2005 has been an all-star.
We put our best athlete there.
We were very fortunate that Jack
was able to step in when called
upon. Not only perform but per-
form well. You can make the
argument that he won the Dela-
ware Valley game for us, and on

defense, he was able to end the
Roselle game for us,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Defensively, Christiano led the
team in tackles with 108 and
interceptions with four. Trotter
had 88 tackles, an interception
and five pass knock downs. Co-
captain Delsandro had 67 tack-
les, two sacks and a fumble re-
covery.

“Trotter and Christiano were
our leading tacklers. Usually
that’s not good, but the way we
played defense with the 4-3 de-
fense, those guys are supposed
to make a lot of tackles. They are
going to be back, so that second-
ary is going to be tough to deal
with next year,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore linebacker Niko
Cappello made 60 tackles, junior
Colin Scanlon had 49 and an
interception. Steve Baglieri had
42 tackles, three sacks and a
fumble recovery. Bruns led the
team with five sacks. Donell
Amaker had 31 tackles and two
sacks. McCaffrey had 28 tackles
and three interceptions. Junior
Jake Matthews had 29 tackles, a
sack and two fumble recoveries.
O’Shaughnessy had 23 tackles
and a fumble recovery and junior
Nick Ballas had 20 tackles with a
sack.

“We have a lot of skill guys
back next year, and I am excited
about the fact that we have a lot
of skill guys back,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

OBLACHINSKI, CHRISTIANO LED TEAM ON OFFENSE; DELSANDRO, TROTTER ON DEFENSE

Cougar Gridders Improved Tremendously to Finish 7-4

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER IN OFFENSE...Quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, rushed for
752 yards, including 10 TDs, and completed 57 Passes for 1,065 yards and 12 TDs.
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