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At any moment, a great moment.®

Shackamaxon Country Club

New Year’s Eve
Celebration!

For reservations contact Amanda Maloney
908 233-1300 Ext. 1203 or email amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

$115 Per Person
Price subject to 20% Service Charge & NJ State Sales Tax.

1607 Shackamaxon Drive Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 ◆ Shackamaxoncc.com

DINNER & DANCING WITH
LIVE MUSIC & INTERACTIVE

EXPERIENCE BY SHINE EVENTS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2013
8:00PM - 1:00AM

Cocktail Hour
Passed Hors d’Oeuvres

Raw Bar
Tuscan Display

Dinner Stations
Steakhouse Station

Italian Station
“Shake Shack”

Featuring
5 Hour Open Bar
Champagne Toast
Creative Desserts

Usher in the Holiday With
‘Christmas Time in the City’

CHRISTMAS TIME…Santa made a special guest appearance at last years
“Christmas Time in the City” concert. Scheduled this year on Sunday, December
15, at 7 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, the concert is presented
free of charge by the Continuo Arts Foundation as a gift to the community. Call
(908) 264-5324 for more information.

WESTFIELD — The fifth annual
“Christmas Time in the City” Holiday
concert will be presented on Decem-
ber 15, at 7 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. A production by
the Continuo Arts Foundation, this
concert features over 150 singers from
Union, Morris and Essex Counties,
soloists, the Continuo Arts Chamber
Orchestra, free photos with Santa,
audience sing-a-longs and special
guest artists.

New Jersey’s only Intergenerational
Choral Program, singers from age 7 to
70 plus perform as part of the Continuo
Arts Children’s Chorus, Chanticleers,
Continuos, Singers, Civic Choral, Se-
niors Sing! and this concert features
the inaugural performance of the
Continuo Arts Professional Ensemble.

The individual and combined
Continuo Arts Ensembles and Cham-
ber Orchestra will present many pe-
rennial holiday favorites in addition to
selections from Stephen Edwards’
“Requiem for My Mother,” the work
to be performed in the historic first
concert inside the Sistine Chapel by a
United States organization.

The Continuo Children’s Chorus
and a visit by Santa always have sur-
prise vignettes in store for young con-
cert-goers and children can look for-

ward to an opportunity for picture
taking after the performance.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. with
reserved seating available to “Home
for the Holidays” House tour ticket
holders from 6:30-6:45 p.m. Presented

free of charge as a gift to the commu-
nity, start your holiday season with
“Christmas Time in the City.” Call
(908) 264-5324 or visit
www.continuoarts.com for more in-
formation.

Madrigal Singers to Present Holiday Concerts
AREA — The Madrigal Singers

will present their annual holiday con-
cert, “800 Years of Christmas,” on
Sunday, December 15, at Our Lady
of Mount Virgin Roman Catholic
Church, 600 Harris Avenue,
Middlesex at 4 p.m.

The program will be repeated on
Sunday, January 5, 2014 at the First
United Methodist Church, One East
Broad Street, in Westfield, at 4 p.m.
General admission, available at the
door, is $15; admission for students
and seniors is $10.

The program will include works

spanning eight centuries, including
Viderunt Omnes by the early 13th
century composer Perotin and “A
Ceremony of Carols” by Benjamin
Britten, whose centennial is being
celebrated this year. Works by
Palestrina, Josquin Des Prez, Tomas
Luis de Victoria and Ralph Vaughan
Williams, will be featured, as well as
traditional Christmas carols and read-
ings.

The Madrigal Singers are an a
capella choral group specializing in
Mediaeval and Renaissance music.
The group, founded in 1948, is cur-

rently in under the direction of John
Sichel, and is comprised of sopra-
nos Martha Desmond, Heather Keith,
Pam Newell and Amy Wechsler; al-
tos Donna Brumbaugh, Roberta
Lichtenberg, Jennifer Melick and
Sarah Riffel; tenors Tim Brown, Ri-
chard DeVany, Christopher Ferro,
Gustavo Sanchez and Ian Schwartz;
and basses Gregory Hartline, Kirk
Robbins and Gordon Rowan. Join-
ing the Madrigal Singers on this
program will be harpist Joanne
Hansen. Kirk Robbins will perform
the readings.

Live Holiday Music Highlights
Continuo Arts ‘House Tour’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD  — With lavish Christ-
mas trees and stockings hung by chim-
neys with care, live musical entertain-
ment from the Continuo Arts Founda-
tion filled the air at each home on its
annual “Holiday House Tour.” The four
residences showcased diverse interiors
along with festive seasonal decorations
to compliment each.

At the North Chestnut Street home,
a soaring 12-foot live Christmas tree
was juxtaposed against two stories of
windows, spanning from the family
room on the main floor to an open
office space above. While this area, as
well as the spacious remodeled kitchen
with beadboard cabinetry, was an addi-
tion to the circa 1883 Victorian, the
character of the era was maintained
throughout.

Interior designer Peggy Schott of
Peggy Schott Interiors told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times she carefully chose the tin
ceiling tiles recently installed in the
dining room along with the sumptuous
damask wallpaper to make sure they
were in proper scale with each other.
She said she and the homeowners gath-
ered clippings from the backyard to
create holly leaf and berry swags on the
candelabra sconces. A quaint collec-
tion of old-fashioned Santa figures
added charm along the windows.

Guests were treated to merry Christ-
mas carols performed in harmonies by
the Continuos, a boys’ ensemble with
many Westfield members.

The sprawling Watchung Fork resi-
dence featured many unique fabrics
and wallcoverings, from the crocodile-
embossed walls of the study to the

cowhide chairs surrounding the game
table in the family room.

Great attention to detail was evident
throughout, especially in the light fix-
tures chosen for each room, including
a unique bone chandelier. The impres-
sive 90-inch round dining table was
designed to expand by adding onto it,
instead of opening up to accommodate
traditional table leaves.

While grand in nature, the home
maintained a warm, welcoming atmo-
sphere. Many guests gathered to view
a heartwarming chronological display
of the family’s annual portraits.

The Continuo Singers, a girls’ cho-

rus, performed along the banister and
among the glittering gold holiday décor.

The traditional center hall colonial
on St. Mark’s Avenue welcomed visi-
tors with a Christmas wreath on each
window.

The sage dining room showcased its
own Christmas tree and shimmering
candelabra centerpiece along with a
china cabinet housing solely silver serv-
ing pieces. Not to be missed were the
unique congressional and White House
ornaments on the tree.

Additionally, a living room table pre-
sented a display of photographs, Presi-

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOUSE TOUR...Live musical entertainment from The Continuo Singers, a girls’
chorus, performed along the banister and among the glittering gold holiday décor
at a Watchung Fork residence in Westfield during the Continuo Arts Foundation’s
annual “Holiday House Tour.”


