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HOLIDAY CONCERT…The Crescent Singers will present their annual Decem-
ber program on Sunday, December 15, at 5 p.m. in the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, corner of West 7th Street and Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield. This concert will be offered free of charge, but a freewill offering will
be accepted.

WELL DONE…Union Catholic High School students were recently awarded
Navin Brothers Food Service Scholarships. Pictured, left to right, are: Sister
Percylee Hart, RSM, principal; Bryant Flores; Magdalena Lyszczak; Ryan
Zych; Kristen O’Connor; Mr. Joseph Navin, Jr.; and Ms. Joan Delucca.

UC Students Awarded
Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rahway resi-
dents Bryant Flores and Magdalena
Lyszczak and Clark residents Kristen
O’Connor and Ryan Zych were re-
cently awarded the 2013-14 Navin
Brothers Food Service Scholarship at
Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains.

The scholarship was established in
memory of Mary Ellen Swinden, a
Navin Bros. employee who worked at
Union Catholic and passed away in the
Fall of 2008. The scholarship recipi-
ents attended St. Agnes School in Clark
and were selected based on their aca-
demic standing at Union Catholic, as
well as their involvement in extra-cur-
ricular activities.

Navin Brothers, Inc. oversees all food
service operations at Union Catholic
High School as well as at schools
throughout the New York tri-state area.

dential letters and memorabilia that
had belonged to the homeowner’s fa-
ther, a former United States Congress-
man.

Piano player Prestine Allen of
Westfield entertained guests from the
grand piano next to the wood-burning
fireplace adored with needlepoint stock-
ings.

The South Euclid Avenue home fea-
tured stunning architectural detail both
inside and out, where the circa 1910
portico was carefully recreated from an
old photograph.

Stunning layers of dentil crown mold-
ings, pilasters and columns welcomed
guests along with carols sung by the
Chanticleers, the Continuo Arts Inter-
mediate Girls’ Chorus, atop the central
staircase.

The 10-foot Christmas tree, massive
not just in height, but in girth, towered
up into the box beamed ceilings of the
living room adjacent to a fireplace with
original chestnut mantel.

Designer Emma Preston Bennett of
L’Image said the family had to rent a
truck to bring the sizable tree home.
She also pointed out two decorative
“doors” which had been created using
mirrors, moldings and hardware to en-
hance the dining room, had fooled
many a guest.

The home’s inviting muted color
palette in shades of cranberry, green
and gold lent itself well to Christmas
decorating, showcasing multiple Christ-
mas trees, including one on the stair-
case landing.

Tour chairperson Sherrie Natko of
tour sponsor, Coldwell Banker, told
The Leader and The Times she was
pleased with the large tour turnout and
happy friends she knew with excep-
tional homes had agreed to open them
up this year for the Continuo Arts.

“I am honored and proud and de-
lighted to chair again, and so grateful to
these gracious homeowners,” Mrs.
Natko said.

President and Executive Director of
the Continuo Arts Foundation Candice
Wicke was equally enthusiastic about
the tour, as well as the performers. She
said the musical groups rehearsed for
an hour and half each week leading up
to the tour this season.

She also invited the community to
the foundation’s “Christmas Time
in the City” concert “extravaganza”
on Sunday, December 15, at 7 p.m.
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

“All home tour guests can bring
their ticket or program for reserved
VIP seating from 6:30-6:45,” Ms.
Wicke stated. “We usher in the sea-
son with seven choral ensembles,
orchestra, soloists, special guests and
Santa! Children of all ages can take
pictures with the man himself after the
concert, which is presented free of
charge as a gift to our community.”

Proceeds from the tour will support
the Continuo Arts Foundation’s schol-
arship fund, young artist debut series,
community service projects and per-
formances.
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Holiday House Tour
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SHE IS...
Determined
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Inspired

and Ready to take her seat at the table

For Kent Place girls, learning to lead begins in Kindergarten

Information Session

January 7  •  7–8:30 p.m.
Register at www.kentplace.org/admission

WHS Earns 162 Advanced
Placement Awards

WESTFIELD — A total of 162
Westfield High School students
earned various AP Scholar awards
in recognition of their college level
achievement through Advanced
Placement courses and exams. The
score of Westfield’s students aver-
aged 4.33. AP tests are scored on a
1 to 5 scale according to the Col-
lege Board, with 5 being the high-
est.

Six students qualified for the pres-
tigious National AP Scholar Award,
which is granted to students in the
United States who receive an aver-
age score of at least 4 on all AP
exams taken, and scores of 4 or
higher on eight or more of these
exams.

The Westfield High School se-
niors receiving the National AP
Scholar Award include: Matthew
Gates, Edmund Han, Geoffrey Ko,
Adam Lupicki, Michaela Nies, and
Benjamin Schwartz.

A total of 65 Westfield High
School students earned the AP
Scholar with Distinction Award for
an average score of at least 3.5 on
all AP exams taken, and scores of 3
or higher on five or more of these
exams.

Forty-six Westfield High School
students qualified for the AP Scholar
with Honor Award for averaging at
least 3.25 on all AP exams taken
and scores of 3 or higher on four or
more of these exams.

Fifty-one students were granted
the AP Scholar Award for receiving
scores of 3 or higher on three or
more AP exams.

AP is accepted by thousands of
colleges and universities worldwide
for college credit, advanced place-
ment, or both on the basis of suc-
cessful AP Exam grades. Westfield
High School offers 17 AP courses.

SP-F Arts Association
Meeting Set For Dec. 19

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD —
On Thursday, December 19, the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) will meet at the Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center in Fanwood. Artist
Mark Romanoski will demonstrate his
acrylic techniques.

Mark is a graduate of Kean Univer-
sity with a B.F.A. in Illustration. He
studied under Joe DeVito and ultimately
enrolled in the Art Student League.
Mark focused on illustration at The
duCret School of Art, studying under
Peter Caras. He began his illustration
career in the studio of famed illustra-
tors Tim and Greg Hildebrandt.

His work in the fantasy arts in-
cludes such clientele as D.C. Com-
ics, Marvel Comics, WWE and World
of Warcraft. He is also an accom-
plished muralist. Mark is an instruc-
tor at The duCret School of Art and
Kean University. Visit mark-
romanoski.com to see more of his
work.

The December 19 meeting will start
at 7 p.m. at the Kuran Cultural Arts
Center located on the grounds of
Fanwood’s Borough Hall, facing
Watson Road, Fanwood.

Starting in 2014 the SPFAA will
meet the second Sunday of the month
at the Scotch Hills Country Club, 820
Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains.
January’s meeting is on Sunday, Janu-
ary 12, from 1 to 3 p.m. There will be a
demonstration of acrylic painting. More

information will be made available
soon.

On Thursday, December 12, the
SPFAA has organized a bus trip to the
Frick Collection in New York City. On
display at the Frick is Vermeer’s Girl
With a Pearl Earring, and other 17th
Century Dutch masters.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is a group of fine artists,
crafters, photographers and sculptors
forming a social group to express and
enjoy their talents. All are welcome
who want to use their creative skills to
share, appreciate and grow with others.
A main goal of the Scotch Plains Fan-
wood Arts Association is the integra-
tion of the arts into daily life. It strives
to achieve this through informative
demonstrations, discussions and group
trips.

Visit the SPFAA website at
SPFAA.net or call President Sandra
Cerchio at (908) 868-8909 for more
information.

Mark Romanoski

GREAT GIFT! 
TICKETS TO  

WESTFIELD
COMMUNITY PLAYERS

TICKETS/SUBSCRIPTIONS: (908) 232-1221 

WWW.WESTFIELDCOMMUNITYPLAYERS.ORG

January: Regrets Only 
By Paul Rudnick 

March: Butterflies Are Free 
By Leonard Gershe 

May: A Streetcar Named Desire 
By Tennessee Williams 

and

March 15: “Eyes of the Wild”— 
A live animal show for the whole family! 

Jeni-Fit Studios...
Where Change Happens!

GARWOOD — Jeni-Fit Studios,
the area’s premier concierge fitness
company, will open its own studio at
345 North Avenue in Garwood in
mid-December to better serve a loyal
and growing clientele. For the past
eight years, Jeni-Fit owner Jenifer
Wirtshafter has shared her passion
for fitness by teaching classes out-
doors and at several locations
throughout Union County. The new
studio will offer more daily workouts
and a wider variety of specialized
exercise options for men, women and
teens, including indoor cycling, box-
ing, ballet barre and yoga, as well as
weight loss counseling.

Ms. Wirtshafter said, “For exercise
to be effective and sustainable, it must
be varied and fun. At Jeni-Fit, we
have the variety of classes and pro-
grams found at large gyms, but in a
more intimate setting that allows for
camaraderie and support from dedi-

cated instructors. Guests can spin one
day, box the next, take a yoga class
the next and then mix it up again with
TRX or a barre class. There are lots of
choices.”

The new space has been planned
down to the smallest detail for guests’
comfort and enjoyment. The stadium-
style spin studio has a heart-thump-
ing sound system and bikes equipped
with state-of-the-art consoles that
monitor the rider’s power output. The
spacious main studio offers a spa-
like environment with the finest
equipment found anywhere.

Jeni-Fit offers monthly member-
ships as well as class packages. There
is a limited time pre-sale promotion
currently in place. Call Jeni-Fit Stu-
dios at (908) 654-3300, or (908) 578-
7055 or visit www.Jeni-Fit.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Jeni-Fit Studios, 345 South Avenue, Garwood...Where Change Happens

Karp and Foley to
Perform New Year’s

Eve at UCPAC
RAHWAY – Blues rockers Peter

Karp and Sue Foley and their band
will perform at the Union County
Performing Arts Center’s Hamilton
Stage in Rahway on Tuesday, De-
cember 31, at 8:30 p.m.

Local blues/rock band Big City
Breakout will open the show. Tick-
ets are just $25 and can be pur-
chased at www.ucpac.org.

The concert is part of the on-
going Split Level Concert Series,
which highlights critically ac-
claimed singer-songwriters in a
uniquely intimate setting.

For more information, visit the
Split Level Concerts website at
www.splitlevelconcerts.com.

‘Jazz Night’ Delights Audience at
Westfield Community Center

WESTFIELD – A four-man jazz
group, “Melectrix,” presented a var-
ied program of classic and modern
jazz on December 6. The event was
the first “Jazz Night” at Westfield

Community Center located at 558
West Broad Street, Westfield. The
audience enjoyed the smooth
sounds and balanced ensemble of
renditions of several jazz greats.

Jazz Night at the Community
Center will resume starting in March
2014, every first and third Friday of
each month through the first Friday
of December. All Jazz Night events
set for 2014 are open to the public
for a $10 admission. For more in-
formation call Langston at (908)
232-4759 at the Center.

WHS Key Club to
Host Craft Fair

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Key Club’s Annual Winter
Wonderland Craft Fair will be held on
Saturday, December 14, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in the Westfield High School
Cafeteria B. Admission is $10 per child.

All elementary students as well as
preschoolers are welcome to join for
winter games, unlimited crafts, and
yummy treats.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Dallas Buyers Club” — Will Sell You
3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“Well, that was uplifting.” Thus spake
disparagingly a woman who looked like
Sarah Silverman in about twenty years
as she exited from a showing of “Dallas
Buyers Club.” The picture stars Mat-
thew McConaughey as an AIDS vic-
tim, circa 1985, who finesses an entre-
preneurial way to battle the affliction.
Too bad she and her moviegoing con-
tingent didn’t wait to read my review. I
might have saved them a buck.

The arrogant me, thankfully pro-
grammed for good boy mode, resisted
running up to her and yelling, “Well,
what’d you expect? Didn’t you at least
read a synopsis, let alone a critique?”

If she had, rather than just traipsing
into any old movie house and seeing
whatever film happened to be showing,
the elder Mrs. Silverman would have
known that director Jean-Marc Valée’s
filmic adaptation based on a true story is
a serious and edgy docudrama. While
obviously not our Sarah’s idea of uplift-
ing, in its own context it is a heartening
delve into the human condition. Alas,
only a few yards away in each direction
at the multiplex numerous comedies were
just waiting to elevate our disgruntled
patron of the arts. Better luck next time,
ma’am, but here’s what you missed.

Striving for his first Oscar aided and
abetted by a staggering, fifty-pound
weight loss to give him that Stanislavski
look and feel, Mr. McConaughey is stel-
lar as Ron Woodroof, electrician and
part-time rodeo cowboy. Hard-living,
devil-may-care, homophobic and the
poster fool for unprotected sex, his
lifestyle inevitably lands him in the hos-
pital and provides for a rude awakening.
Says the doc, ‘You’ve got thirty days.’

At first in complete denial, his smarts
and common sense heretofore clouded
by Bacchanalian imprudence soon spool-
up for a last ditch attempt at survival.
He proves quite a resourceful dude, and
we can imagine a 2nd grade teacher
lamentingly telling his parents, “If only
Ronnie would apply himself.”

He quickly learns that AZT is being
touted as the panacea. But that means
getting into a trial at the hospital, and
being lucky enough to avoid the pla-
cebo group. He goes the black market
route.

So welcome to the world of modern
medicine: sometimes well-intentioned,
misconceived, brilliant, humanitarian,
profit-motivated, charitable, greedy,
and currently hamstrung by its unholy
alliance with Big Pharma and anyone
with enough money to open a health
insurance company. Taking a crash
course in the shameful morass, Ron
becomes an Alice in Quackery Land as
he researches with the indefatigable
zeal of an Edison.

Be apprised, I’m always flabber-
gasted when someone opines that, of
course, there is a cure for cancer, just as
there is a motor that runs on water.

Yeah, they killed the inventors and are
keeping it a secret so as to prolong the
Golden Goose’s life. Folks prefer al-
most anything to the horrible truth.

Fact is, as “Pogo” cartoonist Walt
Kelly so keenly observed, “We have
met the enemy and he is us.” Indeed, it
is the conflicting goals of humans and
societies that prevent us from the altru-
ism we fantasize would make Nirvana
possible.

People, both naughty and nice, in
attempting to get by, don’t always do it
with the sort of panache that might
make their mothers proud. All of which
sets the stage — whether on the medi-
cal front, politics, etc. — for the peren-
nial battle between the forces of good
and evil.

Bear in mind, 25 years since Ron’s
travail, we still live in a country where
no discernible majority believes health
care is a right. Yep, many favor the
EMH (Every Man for Himself) solu-
tion.

Of course it’s not all black and white,
and so, with the clock ticking, Ron
must navigate through the gray area
that surrounds this latest commercial
opportunity born of crisis and human
suffering. Next stop, Mexico, where
Dr. Vas (Griffin Dunne) — well, he
was a doctor— has developed his own
protocol. Neither the medical estab-
lishment nor the FDA is going to like
this.

Telling you any more of the plot
would ruin the atmospherically
recollective landscape and how it inter-
twines with the discoveries Ron makes
whilst struggling for his life. Suffice it
to note, while still not forsaking his
trashy behavior and bigoted beliefs, he
does experience an epiphany or two.
Particularly fascinating is his unlikely
business partnership/friendship with
Rayon, Jared Leto’s nomination-wor-
thy gay transvestite.

The result is a moving and histori-
cally educative experience. Despite what
one might personally think about
Woodroof, we must heartily cheer this
determined explorer. Awash in the dark
seas of ignorance that prevailed as the
AIDS epidemic first reared its ugly, per-
plexing horrors, he fights the good fight.

Therefore, begging to differ with the
older Mrs. Silverman, it’s precisely this
sort of unconventional ode to the human
spirit that makes “Dallas Buyers Club” a
smart and, yes, uplifting movie pur-
chase.

…
“Dallas Buyers Club,” rated R, is a

Focus Features release directed by Jean-
Marc Valée and stars Matthew
McConaughey, Jennifer Garner and
Jared Leto. Running time: 117 minutes

Maureen Francis to
Perform  In

Mid-Day Musicales
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield,
125 Elmer Street, concludes its Mid-
Day Musicales series for Advent
with a concert by soprano Maureen
Francis of Westfield and pianist Bar-
bara Thomson on Wednesday, De-
cember 18. These half-hour noon
concerts are held in the church sanc-
tuary with a suggested donation of
$5. The program will include arias
by Verdi and Puccini, as well as
season music.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by the
new Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
The church is handicapped-acces-
sible.

For further information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.


