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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

OBLACHINSKI, CHRISTIANO LED TEAM ON OFFENSE

Cougar Gridders Improved
Tremendously to Finish 7-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The graduation of several super-
stars like quarterback Reggie Green,
linebacker Nick Diaz and Chris
Folinusz may have been a concern
during preseason, but this year’s
Cranford High School football team
made amazing strides to advance to
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
semifinals and finish with a 7-4 record

“I like to believe that the work
that’s been done since we’ve been
here established a foundation of a
program that could tolerate losing
excellent players and step up and
demand excellence out of our kids;
10 new starters on offense, seven new
starters on defense. This is really the
first time that we faced this and suc-

ceeded. After the 2007 season, we
faced similar circumstances and we
went 3-7,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars’ losses were to qual-
ity teams, Summit twice, Ridge and
Watchung Hills in the season opener.

“The kids got better as the year
went on and they faced a very tough
schedule. Summit’s in the finals.
Ridge is in the finals and the only
other team is Group 5 Watchung Hills.
When the kids look back, they are
going to realize what they accom-
plished. It’s a very big year for us to
do what we’ve done and be disap-
pointed that we were 7-4,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

With the identities of Green, Diaz
and Folinusz already in the memory

banks, the Cougars needed to create
their own this season.

Coach Rosenmeier said, “There’s
a level of expectation now, that there’s
a certain way that you play football.
We know if you are going to play
linebacker here, you better play like
Nick Diaz. The other thing that I said
to our kids was that these guys weren’t
‘these guys’ until they became ‘these
guys’, which is a confusing way of
saying that nobody knew who Nick
Diaz was until he became Nick Diaz.
Now we are going to be saying, ‘who
is going to be playing like Rob
Delsandro? Who is going to play like
Obo [John Oblachinski]? Who is go-
ing to play like [Brian] Bruns? Who
is going to play guard like Robert

BARBER, VELEZ WILL PROVIDE SENIOR LEADERSHIP

Blue Devil Wrestlers Have
Small Group, ‘Ready to Go’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Large numbers in the room does
not exist, but this year’s Westfield
High School wrestling team is look-
ing forward to a successful season
with a small group of 20 individuals,
who are ready to go.

“We have a very small team. We
are only carrying about 20 kids alto-
gether, which is not ideal. But the
way we look at it is we have 20 kids
who we want. Everybody has a great
attitude. They are working hard. We
have a big core of kids who were
together throughout the off-season
and are ready to go,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

Last year, the Blue Devils, after an
opening-season loss to Roselle Park,

reeled off 20 straight victories, until
they lost to North Hunterdon in the
sectional tournament.

“We don’t know what we are going
to have in terms of wins and losses,
but I think it is going to be a success-
ful year in that our kids are going to
work hard and improve,” Coach Kurz
said.

As far as county showdowns go,
Coach Kurz said, “We know Roselle
Park is going to be excellent this year.
Cranford is going to be good. Scotch
Plains is going to be better. I think
Roselle Park is going to be top dog,
and everybody is going to be fighting
to get to them.”

Seniors Matt Barber and Nick Velez
are expected to provide team leader-
ship. Last year, Barber placed second

in the district and fourth in the region
at 132-lbs and finished with a 27-9
record. This season, he will compete
at 138/145, along with Velez, who
placed first in the district and third in
the UCT at 138, finishing 28-4.

“They are the two, who had the
most success last year. They did more
work than anybody else during the
off-season. There’s a reason why
those two kids are good. They push
each other in the room everyday. They
set the tone,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior John Fuller, who competed
at 113 last year, competed in the
regions and finished 19-11, will re-
main at the same weight class.

“John had an awesome off-season.
He beat some real good kids over the
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David B. Corbin (2013 Cranford/SPF game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A SWARMING COUGAR DEFENSE...Cougars Niko Cappello, No. 32, Steve Baglieri, No. 44, Rob Delsandro, No. 52, Sean
Leonard, No. 23, and Luke Christiano, No. 21, were part of the swarming Cranford defense this season.

David B. Corbin (2012/13 season) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING TO COMPETE AT 113-LBS...Blue Devil John Fuller, front, will compete at 113-lbs this season. Last year,
he competed at the same weight and wrestled in the Region 3 Tournament.


