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Blue Devils Showed Strength
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Thanksgiving or Group Champs
Was An Easy Vote for Mamary

A week ago Monday, the state’s ath-
letic directors met in Edison to vote on
a proposal that would allow New
Jersey’s football teams to play down to
single group champions – as 48 other
states currently do – rather than the 24
sectional champions that now consider
themselves “state champions.”

Proponents of the bill, which was
narrowly defeated in 2011, were con-
fident that it would get the two-thirds
majority needed to pass this time, and
state group champions would start
being decided next fall. Well, the vote
was around a two-thirds majority, but
it was nearly 2-1 against the proposal.

There were several major sticking
points for the voters, including an ear-
lier start to the season, and playing a
longer season, with as many as 14
games for teams that reach the finals.
But a major monkey wrench, espe-
cially from a local angle, might have
been the possibility that Thanksgiving
Day rivalries would be affected.

Of course, dozens and dozens of
former Thanksgiving Day rivalries
have already been scrapped, or re-
placed by lesser rivalry games or
moved to other days, since the playoff
system started in 1974. But propo-
nents of the plan had seemingly worked
things out so those Thanksgiving Day
rivalries would not be affected.

“I’m from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl-
vania,” said Westfield AD Sandy
Mamary, who voted against the plan.
“When they were creating the playoffs
in Pennsylvania, they said the Thanks-
giving games wouldn’t be touched.
But it wasn’t very long after the play-
offs started that they started disap-
pearing. Now there are only a handful
of Thanksgiving games left in Penn-
sylvania. I didn’t want to give up our
Thanksgiving game with Plainfield,
so that’s why I voted that way. The
(single champion proponents) would
have to take Thanksgiving out of play
to really make one champion work.
They said their plan wouldn’t affect
Thanksgiving, but it would have to.”

OK, let’s say the Westfield-
Plainfield rivalry is still a pretty big
deal. After all, it was recently voted
the top rivalry in the state by USA
Today. But where once the crowds
were annually in five figures, this year’s
game, on a picture perfect sunny No-
vember midday, drew maybe 2,000
fans – and most of the crowd arrived
after the 11 a.m. kickoff. Still, while
many of Jersey’s old Thanksgiving

Day rivalries have gone the way of the
Edsel or the rotary dial telephone, the
WHS-PHS game was played for the
109th time, since 1900.

Doing away with Thanksgiving Day
games is not the way to go. It’s both
the best day and the culmination of the
football season, with alumni returning
and renewing old friendships, fami-
lies stopping by to watch the game
before heading to other festivities. In
our case, it’s been going on for 70
years, since 1944.

While the Thanksgiving rivalries may
be a thing of the past to some, that’s not
true everywhere. The Phillipsburg vs.
Easton (Pa.) game draws 18,000 or
more to Lafayette’s Fisher Field every
Thanksgiving. Because the PIAA won’t
change its playoff dates, several times
in the past 10 to 15 years, Easton has
played PIAA games the Saturday be-
fore and the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing, and played Phillipsburg on Thanks-
giving Day – meaning they play three
games in eight days. Anyone care to
guess which one the Easton coaches,
players and fans would chose as a must-
win? Phillipsburg. And the vote
wouldn’t be close.

The Den has long been on record for
keeping the Thanksgiving game. While
it definitely would be beneficial – and
maybe less embarrassing on a national
level – for New Jersey to play down to
single football champions, it should
not be at the expense of losing the
sport’s grandest tradition.

“For me, it came down to two
things,” Mamary said, as she prepared
to attend a Pink concert in Philadel-
phia. “First, there’s the wear and tear
of the season and its toll on the ath-
letes. And second, the overlapping of
the seasons. If you make the sectional
final, your athletes will need some
time off, but the winter sports season
has already started. I’m all for single
group champions, but we have a
Thanksgiving tradition that I’m not
willing to give up.”

BULLET
Here are some comments and opin-

ions about the current playoffs vs.
playing down to a single group cham-
pion, playing 16 games as opposed to
NJ’s 12, giving up summer vacations
to start season earlier, and the Thanks-
giving rivalry:

WHS coach Jim DeSarno: “I don’t
think the kids feel robbed (not playing
down to one group champion). I’m not
sure the majority of the kids care about
what other states do. What we have is
an opportunity for a lot of teams to
play for (sectional) championships.
What’s wrong with that? (A devil’s
advocate here might say Jersey’s play-
offs would be like ending the NFL
playoffs after the conference champi-
onships, and not taking it to the next
level, i.e., the Super Bowl.)

“I would assume that many of the
states that play (16) games are in areas
where the weather plays a part. For us
in New Jersey to play that type of
schedule we would be playing too far
into the winter season. As a coach who
encourages his players to play mul-
tiple sports, I would not be in favor of
the longer season.

“Teams work out all summer and
some are in pads for many of those
workouts. So many football players
play multiple sports and they are in-
volved in summer baseball, basket-
ball, lacrosse, etc., until the end of
July. I wouldn’t want my players to
start camp without having some time
away from Westfield. That why when
we do start officially, they are fresh
and ready for the season.”

Glen Kehler, former WHS fullback:
“I’ve always liked the Thanksgiving
game. I don’t know if it’s as big as it
used to be, but it’s a great tradition. I
do like the idea of an eight-team tour-
nament, where the most you play is
three games. I also prefer teams play-
ing their natural rivals. In Westfield’s
case that would be Scotch Plains,
Cranford, Linden, Union, Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Summit and Rahway. Who
cares if they have 15 state champs (or
24)? The only state champs these days
seem to be the private schools anyway.
Let them play for the state title.

“I remember after we beat Plainfield
in 1974, we were all starting to get a
little crazy on the bus coming home
and my dad (coach Gary Kehler) said,
‘Hey, keep it down. We’ve still got
another game to go.’ He was already
thinking about that first playoff game.
He was shocked when (the NJSIAA)
picked Morristown and Bloomfield
instead of us. And we were all ticked
off because we never got to celebrate.”

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jack Simcox, current WHS line-
backer: “Personally, I would rather
still be playing. Playing for a state
championship is a once-in-a-lifetime
experience. The Thanksgiving game
and the whole day is awesome, but we
know we get to play them every year.
The guys who have never played in
one probably don’t realize how great it
is until they do play in it. Seeing prac-
tically the whole town and all the
alumni there is very special to all us.

“I’m aware that we don’t play down
(to a single group champion) unlike in
the other sports, but I think it’s a good
thing. It gives us and every other team
a better chance to be champions, which
is what we all want.”

UPON FURTHER REVIEW
There were a couple of corrections

in the career football stats listed in last
week’s Devil’s Den. Both Dylan Elliott
and David Kane saw action during the
2011 season, so their updated career
totals should be:

Elliott: 74 career catches for 1,174
career yards.

Kane: 49 career catches, for 8 career
touchdowns. That makes “Killer” the
No. 5 all-time leading receiver, trailing
only Pete Ondi (80), Elliott (74), Chris
Sheehan (59) and Sean Elliott (53).

Kane is also tied with Dwight Winn,
Frank Ritter and Sheehan for No. 4 in
career TD receptions, trailing Dylan
Elliott (16), Brian Ciemniecki (12)
and Pat Gray (10).

It was also mentioned that Eugene
Rawles was just a defensive back as a
junior, but he actually carried the ball
16 times for 79 yards on Thanksgiving
Day in a mop-up role.

DID YOU KNOW …
That in the May 9, 1963 Westfield

Leader, Charles Matino asked the
Board of Education to consider chang-
ing the name of Recreation Field (now
Gary Kehler Stadium) to Bob Duncan
Field. Duncan was the former WHS
football coach (1929-40) and athletic
director (1929-63). He also was presi-
dent of the New Jersey State Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association for two
years.

Not sure what happened re: Matino’s
suggestion, but it was still Recreation
Field a rainy Oct. 30, 1993, when the
name was officially changed to Gary
Kehler Stadium. Kehler was the WHS
football coach from 1961-82 and was
the athletic director from 1983-93.

REMEMBERING ‘GK’
Speaking of Kehler, last Saturday

was the sixth anniversary of his pass-
ing. In memory of that, we present what
could be his greatest coaching job –
against our biggest football rivals:

Scotch Plains 20-1-1; Plainfield 18-
4; Cranford 17-2; Nutley 13-1-1;
Rahway 11-0-1; Clark 11-1-1; Linden
10-0-1; Montclair 9-4; Union 8-3.

That’s 117 wins, 16 losses and 5 ties
– 88 percent!

COLLEGE UPDATE
Junior Hannah Kronick (WHS, ’11)

was named to the first team of the
NSCAA Women’s Soccer All-
America Team. The junior moved up
from third team a year ago. She set
school records in points (54) and goals
(22), earning the Centennial
Conference’s Player of the Year.

and assisted on a sack.
“Sweeney had 19 tackles for losses.

Tom Anderson had 16. Scaglione had
13 tackles for losses. Those guys were
tempo setters for us all year long. We
wanted to be on defense first. We
wanted to show our strength, and
those guys were our strength,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Junior outside linebacker Jackson
Simcox led the team with 58 tackles,
13 for losses, had a sack, two inter-
ceptions and recovered three fumbles,
one for a touchdown (TD). He also
added two rushing touchdowns.

“It’s the second year in a row that
he’s led our team in tackles. If teams
were going to run strong to his side,
he made plays,” Coach DeSarno said.

Linebackers Luke Prybylski, a jun-
ior, and sophomores Kevin Frega,
Owen Colwell (fumble recovery, 3
knock downs) and Mike O’Conner
(interception) made 41, 34, 27 and 34
tackles, respectively. Junior
cornerback Matt Catanzaro led the
team with three interceptions and
sophomore Brett Robertshaw added
36 tackles, two interceptions, two
fumble recoveries and four pass knock
downs.

As the season progressed, senior
running back Eugene Rawles and se-
nior quarterback Chris Hogge made a
transition from a predominantly strong
running game with some passing to a
fine mix of passing with running. The
results were great for both as Rawles
zoomed to the upper strata of WHS
running backs finishing with 1,341

rushing yards with 19 TDs and adding
nine receptions for 179 yards and two
more TDs. Hogge completed 85 of
181 passes for 1,236 yards, including
13 TDs and four interceptions.

“Chris was a first year starter and
he grew as the season went on, and it
helped to have a good running back.
Eugene set the tempo and he was able
to sustain it all year as our passing
game got better. He got a better un-
derstanding of the team, the block-
ing. As that got more and more com-
fortable for him, he really took off,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Senior flanker Dylan Elliott led the
team with 31 receptions for 515 yards,
including six TDs. Junior split end
Sean Elliott had 22 receptions for 224
yards, including two TDs and tight
end Kane had 16 receptions for 250
yards, including three TDs. Sopho-
more Jelani Pierre had a 39-yard TD
reception from junior quarterback
Andrew Malacrea.

Special teams played an important
role. Dylan Elliott returned 13 kick-
off for 248 yards, and Catanzaro re-
turned 11 punts for 153 yards. Ehrhart
averaged 36 yards per punt, and Sean
Elliott averaged 33 yards. Scaglione
banged the kickoffs deep into oppos-
ing territory and the coverage was
effective. Hogge kicked 24 extra
points.

“This two platooning made our
special teams. Jackson [Simcox] had
16 tackles. Joe Scaglione was able to
kick it far enough to hold guys inside
the 20. Chris Hogge was solid with
our extra points. Holden Ehrhart and
Sean Elliott were good with the punt-
ing,” Coach DeSarno said. Westfield Baseball League

Spring Registration

Spring 2014 registration is now available
via our website @ www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all children that are residents of Westfield in
grades K - 10.   Please note, the Westfield Baseball Association is
grade specific and team assignments are based accordingly.  All

participants MUST BE enrolled in Kindergarten through 10th grade.

Please note:  Deadline for on-time registration is January 31, 2014.  All
registrations received after Jan. 31st will be subject to a $35 late fee.

See you in the Spring !!

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DANGEROUS ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil junior linebacker Jackson Simcox,
No. 44, led the team in tackles and added a pair of interceptions. SeeBlue Devil
seniors photo on page 14.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 15th  1-4PM • 4 Lexington Drive
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Warren. Traditional elegance abounds in this 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 6 ½ bathroom, Chateau like colonial set on 1.5 acres in the
desirable Kingswood Estate section of Warren. Country living at its best with the conveniences of nearby highways, shopping and eateries.
The engaging architecture is a welcoming picture of symmetry, grace and imposing design. The 2 story entry opens to the living room with
custom built-ins, formal dining room, custom outfitted library, well-equipped kitchen and breakfast room, guest suite with full bath and
laundry. The second floor features an exceptional master bedroom with sitting room, dressing area, luxurious bath and two sided gas
fireplace. 4 more spacious bedrooms with 4 full baths complete 2nd flr.  The fully remodeled walk-out basement employs  a full bath, new
kitchen, wine cellar, great room and completely tiled floor. The newer in-ground pool and spa is surrounded by a private park-like property
with a regulation Bocce ball court. 3 car garage, multi-zone heat and central air, sprinkler system, all underground utilities.      $1,499,000.


