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BALDWIN, CRONIN, McGRORY, LINDROS TO LEAD WAY

Blue Devil Girls, Boys Packing
Power Again for Swim Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Repeats and very high expecta-
tions are, once again, in the sights of
both the Westfield High School girls
and boys swim teams this season.
Both teams are looking to defend
their Public A titles that both have
won the past two years.

“We are looking forward to a great
season. Our expectations are very
high and both teams have set lofty
but attainable goals. We have strong
competition on our schedule such as
perennial power IHA [Immaculate
Heart Academy] and Bridgewater on

the girls side and Bridgewater and
CBA [Christian Brothers Academy]
on the guys side,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jeff Knight said.

The Lady Blue Devils, who have
won their sixth Public A title in seven
years and 15th overall after defeating
Hunterdon Central, 91-79, finished
ranked No. 1 in the state for the third
year in a row and stretched their un-
beaten record to 17-0. The Blue Dev-
ils have a host of returning veterans
who will make a huge splash.

“We have an amazing senior class
that has yet to lose in their careers and
have finished each of the past three

years as the number one team in the
state. Led by senior captains Caroline
Baldwin, Sarah Cronin, Kathleen
Bond and Audrey Bangs, as well as
Erika Daniel, Amy West, Caroline
Basil and Gwyn Devin, this team is
looking to make it four in a row,”
Coach Knight said.

Senior Caroline Baldwin, at the
Meet of Champions (MOC) last year,
won the 100-backstroke with a WHS
record time of 55.49 and the 50-
freestyle with a WHS record 22.89.
She also holds the WHS record in the
100-freestyle at 50.53. Senior Sarah

David B. Corbin (Westfield/IHA meet photo January 2013) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE CHAMPION…Blue Devil Caroline Baldwin placed first in the 100 backstroke and in the 50 freestyle at the Meet
of Champions last year. Both times established Westfield High School records.
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RAWLES 1,341 YDs, 21 TDs; HOGGE AIRS 1,238 YDS, 13 TDs

Blue Devils Showed Strength
With Defensive ‘Front Four’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Up front” dominance on the de-
fense set the pace for the Westfield
High School (WHS) football team to
have an impressive 6-4 record among
many of the Group 4 & 5 top public
schools in New Jersey.

“I was really happy with our sea-
son. After a 2-8 year, you don’t know
how the kids are going to react, but
our seniors took ownership of our
program. We had a great summer.
Our kids were in great shape when
the season started. They made them-
selves into a good team,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ losses came in a
three-game stretch — Phillipsburg,
Hunterdon Central and Union, then
in the state sectionals to top-seeded

Ridge. But the final game against the
Red Devils went right down to the
wire and the difference was Ridge’s
ability to capitalize on three miscues.

“We lost four games to four teams
that were in the state finals. We were
competitive in all except for
Hunterdon Central,” Coach DeSarno
said.

The Blue Devils established a pla-
toon system where one group of play-
ers would be exclusively on defense
and another exclusively on offense.

“It was something that we looked
at in the summer. We had two volun-
teer coaches that made it doable. It
helped us defensively, because we
were very young in the back. We
started four sophomores as lineback-
ers and the secondary. To have that
experienced front four fresh helped

our defense. We played a lot of se-
niors, juniors, a lot of sophomores.
When kids got hurt, we had guys step
in week in and week out,” Coach
DeSarno explained.

The experience on the defense came
from seniors Joe Scaglione, Tom
Anderson and Chris Sweeney, along
with juniors Cotter Spurlock and
Harry Williamson. Senior Dave Kane,
who played offense, added defense
to his list towards the end of the
season. Sweeney, who led the team
with 8.5 quarterback (QB) sacks, re-
corded 37 tackles and added a fumble
recovery. Anderson recorded six QB
sacks and totaled 40 tackles and a
fumble recovery. Scaglione had five
QB sacks, 45 tackles and three fumble
recoveries. Spurlock had 24 tackles

THOMAS, WHITE, TAYLOR LED RAIDERS IN RUSHING

Raider Footballers Searched
For Right Formula, Finish 2-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding the correct formula offen-
sively came with difficulty for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team that fielded a
young squad and finished with a 2-8
record.

“We went into the season with high
expectations, because we had some
athletic kids this year. The thing that
defined the season for us was we
were very young. We had more sopho-
mores starting than seniors. We had
guys who never played a JV game,
starting on varsity. You could see that
in games where we would be down
21-0 five minutes into a game then

they would wake up and understand
the pace of the game. It was on the job
training,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

The Raiders went with a read of-
fense, beginning with juniors Emendo
Thomas at quarterback and Kobe
White at running back and with se-
nior Sam McQuoid and junior Kevin
Maxwell switching at fullback. Later
in the season, sophomore Marquel
Taylor stepped in at quarterback.

“We thought it to the benefit of the
team, if you take Marquel, Emendo
and Kobe White on the field at the
same time. That’s what we tinkered
with as the season went on. You have
1,800 yards rushing between the three

of them. That’s something we will
continue to examine in the off-sea-
son. We have to find a way to have all
three of those guys on the field at the
same time,” Coach Stack said.

Thomas completed 22 passes in 58
attempts for 305 yards, including two
touchdowns (TD) and five intercep-
tions. He also carried 116 times for
694 yards, including 10 TDs. Taylor
completed 11 of 32 passes for 134
yards, including a TD and carried 34
times for 362 yards, including four
TDs. White carried 143 times for 842
yards, including eight TDs. McQuoid
carried 31 times for 119 yards, in-
cluding a TD. Maxwell had 82 rush-
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David B. Corbin (September 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MINISTER OF DEFENSE...Blue Devil defensive lineman Joe Scaglione, No. 68, has been squashing opposing running
backs all season. The Blue Devils’ very stubborn defense set the pace for success this season.

David B. Corbin (October 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE OF THREE RAIDER RUSHING STARS...Raider running back Kobe White, right, along with Emendo Thomas and
Marquel Taylor amassed more than 1,800 yards rushing this season.


