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– Obituaries – Westfield Area ‘Y’ Hosts
Angel Tree to Help Needy

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield, is hosting its
Annual Angel Tree. Members of
the “Y” are selecting an angel daily
now until Monday, December 23,
to spread holiday cheer and help a
community member in need this
season.

The “Angel Tree” provides local
children in need with gifts and ne-
cessities at holiday time. “Our
members’ annual acts of kindness
are truly making a difference and
touching the lives of local children
within our community,” stated
Janice A. Carthens, Westfield Area
“Y” Senior Director — Member
Services and Quality Assurance.

Each angel on the tree repre-
sents a Christmas wish from a youth
or family. In the past, more than

175 wrapped gifts were collected
and dropped off. Additionally, fi-
nancial donations were made to
the “Y”’s Strong Kids Campaign
to help children attend camp in the
summer. All wrapped gifts are de-
livered to the Plainfield Area
YMCA and to families in various
“Y” Child Care programs.

To learn more about the Westfield
Area “Y”’s “Angel Tree,” call Ms.
Carthens at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no.  227,  or  e-mail
jcarthens@westfieldynj.org.

The “Y” is dedicated to strength-
ening communities through youth
development, healthy living and
social responsibility. To learn more
about Westfield Area “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

Elizabeth Jane Michel, 86, Was Active
With Golden Agers In Scotch Plains

Elizabeth Jane Schaefer Michel,
86, died on Saturday, November 30,
2013, at The Chelsea in Fanwood.

Born in Maplewood, she lived
most of her life in Scotch Plains.

Elizabeth was an active member
of the Golden Agers senior citizen
group in Scotch Plains.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Robert John Michel, who died
in 1995; and her grandson, Justin
Bantz, who died in 2007.

Surviving are her daughter, Nancy
Bantz, and her husband, Brian; her
son, Steven R. Michel; her sister,

Doris Staufenberger; four grand-
children and many close friends.

A memorial service was held at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
in Fanwood. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Donations may be made to the Fan-
wood Rescue Squad, 218 Forest
Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Arrangements were entrusted to
Memorial Funeral Home in Fan-
wood. For additional information
or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Westfield Newcomers Help
At Community FoodBank

WESTFIELD – Members of The
Newcomers Club of Westfield par-
ticipated in a service event on No-
vember 2 at the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey in Hill-
side. The volunteers sorted and
packed items for the FoodBank in
preparation for the holiday season.

This service opportunity was one
of many scheduled by The New-
comers Club of Westfield as part
of its ongoing commitment to com-
munity service. Recent events have

included a school supply drive ben-
efiting Tools 4 School at the Com-
munity FoodBank, service days at
Children’s Specialized Hospital
and landscaping at Westfield’s Sep-
tember 11th Memorial.

The Westfield Newcomers Club
helps new residents to get to know one
another and feel at home in their new
town. Members are able to participate
in a book club, various social occa-
sions, children’s activities, playgroups
and volunteer opportunities.

A non-profit volunteer organization
for women and their families, the club
also welcomes those who are not new
to town, though have had a recent
lifestyle change – such as marriage,
adoption or birth of a child – or anyone
looking to become more involved in
the community. For more information,
visit meetup.com/westfieldnewcomers.

Homebound May Get
Library Materials

WESTFIELD — For many years,
The Friends of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library have delivered library
materials to homebound Westfield
residents. Every two weeks volun-
teers deliver the books to the house-
holds and pick them up.

Reference librarians gather materi-
als based on the client’s preferences.
Books on Wheels is a service provided
by both The Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library and library staff. To
qualify for the program, an individual
must be a Westfield resident who is
unable to use the library due to a tem-
porary or permanent disability and is a
library member in good standing.

To get started, call Jen, head of
Adult Services for the Westfield Me-
morial Library, at (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 7951.

Sons of Union Vets
To Meet Saturday

AREA — A meeting of the General
Phillip Kearny Camp 20 Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War will be held
this Saturday, December 14, at noon
at the Abraham Clark House, located
at 101 West 9th Avenue in Roselle.

The Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War is a patriotic and educa-
tional organization, similar to the
Grand Army of the Republic. It was
founded on November 12, 1881 and
incorporated by Act of Congress on
August 20, 1954. The Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War is the legal
heir to and representative of the Grand
Army of the Republic.

The Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War has two kinds of member-
ship. A Member is descended from a
soldier, sailor, marine or member of
the Revenue Cutter Service during
the Civil War. An Associate is a per-
son who cannot be a Member but
demonstrates a genuine interest in
the Civil War and supports the
organization’s objectives.

The organization meets four times
a year. For further information, visit
suvcw.org/ or send an e-mail to
rex44roger@aol.com.

Weichert, Rosie’s Wine Bar
Team For Toys For Tots

GARWOOD — The Union of-
fice of Weichert, Realtors and
Rosie’s Wine Bar in Garwood have
decided to join forces to help those
who are less fortunate through Toys
for Tots.

Anyone who comes to Rosie’s
on Monday, December 16, with an
unwrapped new toy will receive a
complimentary glass of wine. Josh
Rosenberg, owner of Rosie’s Wine
Bar, has purchased a special label
wine for the event, which also will
be available for sale by the bottle.

He will then donate 20 percent of
the proceeds of the sale of that
wine to the cause as well.

“This is what the season is about
— stepping up to help when you
can,” said Mr. Rosenberg. “I was
so pleased when Jennifer Love,
manager of the Weichert Union
office, approached me with this
idea.”

Rosie’s Wine Bar is located at
514 North Avenue in Garwood,
across from ShopRite, and opens
at 1 p.m. for happy hour.

Young Children of the JCC
Learn Importance of Giving

SCOTCH PLAINS — In conjunc-
tion with the rare occurrence of
Thanksgiving and the first day of
Hanukkah falling on the same day
this year, all the preschool and kin-
dergarten classes of the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey’s Brody Family
Early Learning Center participated
in the Gallery of Giving charitable
project.

Each grade level collectively
chose a charity to support, and over
the last several weeks, each indi-
vidual class has been learning about
their chosen charities and the work
that each does.

The charities chosen included
Bristol Myers-Squibb Children’s
Hospital playroom at Robert Wood
Johnson, Friends of the Somerset

Regional Animal Shelter, The Pa-
jama Program, Andrew
McDonough B+ Foundation and
First Book.

Classroom projects, discussions
and activities have made the Gal-
lery of Giving tangible for these
young children learning about char-
ity. Additionally, each grade level
created a display for their charity,
and as people walked through the
halls of the Early Learning Center,
they could donate money on the
spot to one of the chosen charities.

In Jewish tradition, 18 is a num-
ber that represents good luck, so
each child was given 18 cents so
they, too, could make a personal
donation to their charity of choice
in the Gallery of Giving. The five
classes collected a combined total
of almost $400 for their charities.

Additionally, families were given
the opportunity to donate gently
used toys for Second Chance Toys,
non-perishable food items to Jew-
ish Family Services’ Kosher Food
Pantry and twin sheets and blankets
for the YMCA Plainfield Shelter.
The families’ nannies, many of
whom are from the Philippines, have
coordinated a collection of
children’s clothing and shoes for
Tacloban, Philippines, which was
devastated by the recent typhoon.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion about the JCC’s Early Child-
hood programs, contact Robin
Brous, Early Childhood director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 204,
or rbrous@jccnj.org.

GIFT OF GIVING...The JCC’s Brody
Family Early Learning Center always
includes the concept of “tzedakah,” or
charity, in its curriculum. All preschool
and kindergarten classes participated
in the Gallery of Giving charitable
project at the JCC, in which they chose
a charity to support. Pictured, young-
sters place coins in a container as a
personal donation to the charity of
their choice.

First Baptist to Hold
Blue Christmas Sunday

WESTFIELD — The First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, located at
170 Elm Street, invites the com-
munity to attend A Blue Christmas
Service this Sunday, December 15,
beginning at 5 p.m.

This service is designed for those
who find Christmas to be a painful
time, including those facing the first
Christmas without a loved family
member who has recently died, or
those who have always found the
holidays to be a difficult time.

A Blue Christmas Service pro-
vides attendees space and time to
acknowledge their sadness, along
with the knowledge that they are
not alone. It also is intended to
provide individuals with the en-
couragement to live the days ahead.

‘Y’ Sets Blood Drive
For December 29

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” will host a blood drive
on Sunday, December 29, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Kellogg Room
at the Main “Y” Facility, located at
220 Clark Street in Westfield.

New Jersey Blood Services will
facilitate the drive. In order to do-
nate, individuals must be in gener-
ally good health, weigh 110 pounds
or more and be at least 17 years
old, or 16 years old with parental
consent. Donors are asked to bring
identification and are advised to
have plenty to eat or drink the day
of the blood drive.

For questions about medical eli-
gibility, call 1-(800) 933-2566 or
visit nybloodcenter.org. To make
an appointment in advance, call
Jean Cruz at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no.  417,  or  e-mail
jcruz@westfieldynj.org. Walk-ins
also will be welcome.

Shovlin Family Adds Their
Name to Mattress Factory

THE SECRET IS OUT!...The Shovlin family, which has owned and operated The
Mattress Factory since the 1980s, recently added the Shovlin name to the
longtime area business.

What’s the deal with Shovlin Mat-
tress Factory? Why did the name
change? Did the old Mattress Factory
change owners? No! The Shovlin fam-
ily has owned and operated The Mat-
tress Factory since the ’80s. They’ve
simply added their name to the com-
pany to begin creating a brand.

After all these years they are tired of
being a well-kept local secret. They’ve
been listening to horror stories from
their customers for years about terrible
experiences at one highway or down-
town mattress store or another. They
think it’s time that more people knew
there was an alternative; a better way to

shop for a mattress…and quite frankly,
a far superior product AND experience.

After spending 30 years focusing on
the quality of their product, they would
stack their beds up against any of the
big “S” brands. According to Shovlin
Mattress Factory, “there is just no com-
parison” and they want folks to know it.
They feel that putting their name be-
hind their brand makes a statement
about how much they believe in what
they provide for their customers.
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Synagogue and ECF to Host
Fashion and Talent Show

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congre-
gation Beth Israel  and The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) are collaborating to host
their sixth annual fundraiser, a
Fashion and Talent Show. It will
take place this Sunday, December
15, beginning at 1 p.m. at the syna-
gogue.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the ECF – a non-profit organi-
zation that provides emotional and
material support to New Jersey’s
children with cancer and their fami-
lies – and Congregation Beth Is-
rael, both located in Scotch Plains.

Lord & Taylor of Westfield will
provide men’s,  women’s and
children’s clothing, modeled by
volunteers from Congregation Beth
Israel and the ECF. In addition,
performers of all ages from the
synagogue, ECF and the commu-
nity will volunteer their time to

showcase their talents at the event.
“We’re really excited to be able

to team up with The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation again this year,”
said Davida Berkowitz, executive
director of Congregation Beth Is-
rael. “The participants as well as
the spectators always have so much
fun at this event, and it benefits
such a good cause.”

The Talent and Fashion Show is
open to the community. The first
100 pre-registered, pre-paid guests
will receive gift bags. A raffle will
be held with prizes for all ages,
and light refreshments will be
served at the event.

To register, call the synagogue
office at (908) 889-1830. Tickets
cost $18 for adults and $10 for
children under age 12. Congrega-
tion Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

HELPING HANDS...Lauren Parliman, Colleen Tierney, Jeaneen McGuire,
Karlyn Scatigno and Jessica Lasota, pictured left to right, represented The
Newcomers Club of Westfield in a service event on November 2 at the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside. The volunteers sorted and packed items for
the FoodBank in preparation for the holiday season. For more information or to
join the Newcomers Club of Westfield, visit meetup.com/westfieldnewcomers.

Best Friend Plans Bake Sale,
Thrift Shop Sale Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best
Friend Dog and Animal Adoption
will hold a holiday bake sale this
Saturday, December 14, at its thrift
shop, along with a 60-percent-off
sale on all merchandise in the shop.
Some exceptions will apply. Lo-
cated at 1750 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains, the shop is open
Wednesday through Saturday,
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The Best Friend Rescue group is
a not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Patronage and
support of the thrift shop helps
Best Friend continue its mission of
rescuing homeless animals. Addi-
tionally, Best Friend is always in

need of dog and cat food, both wet
and dry, as well as clumping litter,
for its foster animals. Donations
can be dropped off at the shop
during business hours.

Local businesses and volunteers
will donate the goods for the bake
sale. The thrift shop is featuring
many holiday items to decorate
one’s home.

For more information, call (908)
322-2502 or (732) 388-8930, or
view pets awaiting permanent
homes at bestfriend.petfinder.com.
Tax-deductible donations are
needed and greatly appreciated and
can be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

FAITH AND HARMONY...Cantor Matt Axelrod of Congregation Beth Israel
leads the Community Choir in song at the annual Community Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service November 25. The service was sponsored by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ministerial Association, which is comprised of the various faith commu-
nities in Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as well as civic organizations and the towns’
municipal governments. The houses of worship take turns hosting the service; it
was held this year at the First United Methodist Church in Scotch Plains.


