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All Saints’ Church Reveals
Services For Christmas

SCOTCH PLAINS — The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church has three
worship services planned for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. Al-
though different in style, each ser-
vice will serve as an opportunity to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

On Tuesday, December 24, Christ-
mas Eve, the Family Service at 5 p.m.
will feature “Lessons and Carols,”
with appearances by shepherds, an-
gels and kings. The Christmas Story
will come alive, as Bible readings
alternate with traditional Christmas
music – carols for the whole congre-
gation to sing. The Youth Choir will
lead the congregation in making “a
joyful noise unto the Lord.” Holy
Eucharist will be celebrated.

The Festival Service on Christmas
Eve at 10 p.m. will feature music
from the All Saints’ Choir with spe-
cial music from instrumentalists. In-
cluded will be a sermon from the

rector, Holy Eucharist and the sing-
ing of “Silent Night” by candlelight.

A Christmas Eucharist will be cel-
ebrated at 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
December 25, Christmas Day, with a
sermon by the rector.

The Christmas celebration will
continue on consecutive Sundays,
December 29 and January 5, as Holy
Eucharist is celebrated at 8 a.m. and
at 10 a.m. Christmas music will be
performed at the 10 a.m. service
both days.

The All Saints’ Episcopal Church
is located at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, across from Park
Middle School. Parking is available
behind the church, accessed via
Church Avenue to School Place.
MaryRose Clark is the organist and
choirmaster. The Reverend Jane
Rockman is rector. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 322-8047 or visit
allsaints-spnj.org.

SONGS OF THE SEASON...The St. Paul’s Choir, pictured, will perform sea-
sonal selections this Sunday, December 15, during The Festival of Lessons and
Carols, beginning at 10 a.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. The public is invited
to attend. St. Paul’s Church is located at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

St. Paul’s to Hold Festival
Of Lessons and Carols

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church invites the public to
attend its presentation of The Festival
of Lessons and Carols this Sunday,
December 15, at 10 a.m. This pre-
Christmas service will feature music
from Handel’s Messiah and the Royal
Fireworks, as well as music by Will-
iam Byrd and others.

This Anglican liturgy, created in
19th-century England, quite often is
celebrated on Christmas Eve. The most
famous version is found at Kings Col-
lege, Cambridge, where it has been
sung every year since 1918 with the
exception of 1930. The liturgy is so
popular that Lutheran, Presbyterian,

Celtic Harp Concert Set
Sunday at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS — Irish Harp
duo Kathy DeAngelo and Dennis
Gormley will perform a free Christ-
mas concert this Sunday, Decem-
ber 15, at 3 p.m. at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church.

The concert will be preceded at
2:30 p.m. by Meet the Instruments,
a special musical event for chil-
dren and their families. Youngsters
will have the opportunity to see
the harps up close, learn about Irish
harps and other Celtic instruments
from the performers, and will be
given a special activity packet for
the concert.

The concert will feature a blend
of lively dance tunes, songs with
the kinds of choruses that encour-
age audiences to sing along, and
poignant stories about some of the
customs that have become Christ-
mas season traditions.

Attendees will hear the harp,
fiddle, flute, tinwhistle, guitar,
bouzouki and bodhran. Among the
many featured songs will be
“Christmas Comes But Once A
Year,” “The Wexford Carol” and
“Auld Lang Syne.”

Mr. Gormley and Ms. DeAngelo,
husband and wife, have been per-
forming traditional Irish music to-
gether as “McDermott’s Handy”
since 1978. Ms. DeAngelo plays
mainly Irish harp, fiddle and banjo
and sings in English and in Irish.
She is well known in the harp world

as a performer and teacher, as well
as the director of the Somerset Folk
Harp Festival.

A multi-instrumentalist, Mr.
Gormley is a guitarist and an ac-
complished flute and tinwhistle
player. He also is quite handy on
the bouzouki and mandolin, and
sings in English and in Irish.

After the concert, audience mem-
bers will have an opportunity to
enjoy light refreshments and to
meet and greet the musicians. CDs
will be available for sale. This con-
cert, made possible by a grant from
the Presbytery of Elizabeth, is part
of a concert series entitled “Music
for the Soul” at Willow Grove.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, across the street from
the south-side firehouse and south-
side soccer field, near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. All church fa-
cilities are handicap-accessible. For
information about Willow Grove min-
istries and other church activities, in-
terested persons are invited to visit
willowgrovechurch.org or to contact
the church office at (908) 232-5678 or
office@willowgrovechurch.org.

CELTIC SOUNDS...McDermott’s Handy, featuring husband-and-wife musi-
cians Dennis Gormley and Kathy DeAngelo, will perform a free Irish Harp
Christmas concert this Sunday, December 15, at 3 p.m. at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains. A special musical event for children and
families, entitled “Meet the Instruments,” will precede the concert at 2:30 p.m.

Holiday Jazz Concert
On Tap For Sunday

AREA — A free Holiday Jazz Con-
cert by the Bon Temps Brass Band
will be held this Sunday, December
15, at 2 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church of Succasunna, located at 99
Main Street in Succasunna. Refresh-
ments will follow. For more informa-
tion regarding this event, visit
fpcsuccasunna.org/special-events.
Parking is available along Main Street
and in the church parking lot.

St. Michael Church to Offer
Lessons and Carols Sunday

CRANFORD — The Music Pro-
gram at St. Michael Church will
present “An Advent and Christmas
Service of Lessons and Carols” this
Sunday, December 15, at 4 p.m. This
program will feature the Choirs of St.
Michael Church, including the Parish
Choir, Handbell Choir, Youth Choir,
Schola Cantorum, Vocal Soloists and
The Atlas Brass Quintet. David Bower
is director of music and organist.

The choral program will include
the familiar carols “O Come All Ye
Faithful”; “A Maiden Most Gentle”
from a French traditional melody; “I
Saw Three Ships,” an English tradi-
tional carol; “The Cradle Song,” a
John Rutter arrangement of a tradi-
tional Flemish carol, and additional
pieces that the audience may join in
singing. Both “The First Noel” and
F. Mendelssohn’s “Hark! The Her-
ald Angels Sing,” performed with
brass accompaniment, will be part
of the program.

The advent Gospel readings will
be presented by the Reverend Mon-
signor Timothy Shugrue, pastor of
St. Michael, along with Reverend

Robert Gajewski and Reverend Wil-
son Paculan, parochial vicars at St.
Michael. The church is located at
409 Alden Street in Cranford and
can be reached at (908) 276-0360.
A free-will offering will be taken to
support the church’s music pro-
gram.

CELEBRATING THE SEASON...The St. Michael Church Choir, pictured, will
perform during “An Advent Service of Lessons and Carols” this Sunday, Decem-
ber 15, at 4 p.m. at St. Michael Church, located at 409 Alden Street in Cranford.
The program will feature multiple church choirs and the Atlas Brass Quintet.
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Roman Catholic and other churches
now often use it with some variations.

Readings from the Bible, including
the Nativity narrative, are interspersed
with hymns and carols and, at St.
Paul’s, with the choir providing other
seasonal offerings. Charles Banks,
music director at St. Paul’s Church,
also will perform a special prelude at
9:50 a.m., preceding the service. The
Reverend Andrew Hamersley, rector
of St. Paul’s Church, will preside.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506 or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

UNICO to Sponsor Day
Of Holiday Shopping

CLARK — Clark UNICO will spon-
sor a Holiday Flea Market and Gift
Show on Saturday, December 21, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This event will be held
indoors and outdoors at Arthur L.
Johnson High School, located at 365
Westfield Avenue, off Raritan Road,
in Clark. Admission will be free.

More than 50 exhibitors will fea-
ture quality merchandise for sale,
such as handbags, sports col-
lectibles, jewelry for all ages, cloth-
ing, dollar items, gift items, gloves
and scarves, toys, perfumes, an-
tiques and collectibles, plus ga-

rage/tag sale items, all at bargain
prices. Food also will be available.

JC Promotions, Inc., a fund-raising
company that is coordinating this event,
is offering four free spaces to any school
organization that would like to partici-
pate by having an exhibitor space to
sell their items and/or promote their
club. To reserve a space or for more
information, call (201) 998-1144 or e-
mail events@jcpromotions.info.

‘Y’ Winter Registration
Gets Underway Today
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area “Y”’s winter session priority
registration for members will begin
at 6 p.m. today, Thursday, December
12, for Gold and Silver members and
at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, December
16, for Program and non-members.
The Winter Session runs from Janu-
ary 5 to March 1.

For information on “Y” programs,
or to receive a complete Program
Guide on all programs, services and
events taking place at the Westfield
Area “Y,” call (908) 233-2700 or visit
the “Y” online at westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.


