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Westfield Board of Health
Reports on December 2 Meeting

America Has A Very Real Skills Gap
With High-Performing Countries

I told my American government
college class, “Today is Pearl Harbor
Day!” To which a student asked, “Who
is she?” No one in the class laughed!

A student in another class said when
I had asked who Julius Caesar was,
“He invented the salad!”

In yet another class when I had
asked why it did not know much about
President Kennedy, a student proudly
replied, “He was not from our era!”

The American historian David
McCullough rails against “historical
illiteracy.”

According to 2011 “The Nation’s
Report Card” of the United States
Department of Education, fewer than
25 percent of American students were
proficient in United States history!
Only 20 percent of 6th graders, 17
percent of 8th graders, and 12 percent
of high school seniors demonstrated a
solid grasp of our country’s history! A
majority of fourth graders did not know
why President Lincoln was impor-
tant. Fewer than 33 percent of eighth
graders correctly identified an advan-
tage that American patriots had over
the British during the Revolutionary
War. Nearly 80 percent of 12th grad-
ers did not know if the Soviet Union,
Japan, China, or Vietnam were allies
of North Korea during the Korean
War.

More than 50 percent did not know
when the Jamestown colony was
founded, the reason NATO was orga-
nized, and which document states, “We
hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal.”

Newsweek in 2011 administered
the official United States immigrant
citizenship test to 1,000 Americans
citizens. Thirty-eight percent failed
the test! Thirty-three percent did not
know when the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was adopted, and 80 per-
cent did not know who was the Presi-
dent during the First World War. Sev-
enty-three percent did not know why
the United States fought the Cold
War! Seventy percent did not know
that the United States Constitution is
the supreme law of the land! Twenty-
nine percent could not identify the
vice-president. 59 percent could not
identify the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Sixty-five percent
did not know the Constitution was
written at the Constitutional Con-
vention! Sixty-three percent did not
know that there are nine justices on
the Supreme Court. Forty-three per-
cent did not know that the first 10
amendments to the Constitution con-
stitute the Bill of Rights. Twenty-
three percent did not know that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a civil
rights leader!

Lynn Munson the executive direc-
tor of Common Core in a letter in 2008
reported that in its survey of 1,200 17-
year olds, almost 20 percent did not
know who our enemy was in the Sec-
ond World War and more than 25
percent thought that Columbus sailed
after 1750. Fifty percent did not know
whom Senator Joseph R. McCarthy
investigated or what the Renaissance
was. Thirty percent did not know that
the Bill of Rights guarantees the free-

dom of speech and religion. Nearly 25
percent could not identify Adolf Hitler.
Ten percent thought he was a muni-
tions manufacturer. Fewer than 50
percent placed the Civil War in the
correct century. Ms. Munson con-
cluded, “Unfortunately, too many
young Americans do not possess the
kind of basic knowledge they need.
When asked fundamental questions
about U.S. history and culture, they
score and exhibit stunning knowledge
gaps....”

The Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development re-
ported the 2012 test results for the
600,000 students from 65 countries
who took the Program for Interna-
tional Student Assessment test. This
included about 6,000 American stu-
dents. The United States at $115,000
per student came in fifth among the 34
OECD countries in spending per stu-
dent. Yet, the United States ranked
17th worldwide in reading, 21st in
science, and 26th in mathematics! The
results show that the results for the
United States are little changed since
2000! Arne Duncan, the United States
secretary of education, said that this is
“a picture of educational stagnation!”

 The Business Roundtable of chief
executives of leading United States
companies with more than $7.3 tril-
lion in annual revenue and nearly 16
million employees stated in February
2013, “A more skilled and prepared
workforce will improve innovation and
productivity growth, enabling busi-
nesses and the economy to expand.”

Indeed, it is estimated that closing
the educational achievement gap be-
tween the United States and high-
performing countries could have
boasted the United States GDP by
$1.3 trillion to $2.3 trillion in
2008…America has a very real skills
gap. More than 12 million U.S. work-
ers are unemployed, yet businesses
report close to four million open jobs.
Many of these jobs cannot be filled by
previously displaced workers because
of gaps in skills and training.” (“It’s
Time to Act for AMERICA’S Future:
2013 CEO Growth  Agenda,” page 7.)

The future of the United States does
not depend on lighted school turf fields
but on reading, writing, mathematics,
science, technology, and vocational
skills so that the students can compete
in an increasingly competitive world
and as well can find work in the United
States!

 At the very least it is time to scrap
the school district school boards popu-
lated by elected amateurs and estab-
lish school boards of non-elected pro-
fessionally educated and trained trust-
ees! And it is time to stop pandering to
students and parents through grade
inflation that robs them of the true
knowledge of student academic
progress!

Aristotle warned, “All who have
meditated on the art of governing
mankind have been convinced that the
fate of empires depends on the educa-
tion of youth.” We had best heed his
words!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Health met
on December 2, 2013.

The board discussed what residents
can do in case of noise and lack of
sufficient heat. If you are a tenant and
have a heating complaint, you can
contact Ken Pincus, the principal reg-
istered environmental health special-
ist, at (908) 789-4070, extension
4072, or kpincus@westfieldnj.gov.

If you have a noise complaint about
a delivery truck, generator or other
stationary equipment, please contact
Mr. Pincus. If you have a complaint
about other noise, e.g., from land-
scaping workers, barking dogs or
other disruptive activities at inappro-
priate times, please contact the
Westfield Police Department at (908)
789-4000.

The board reminds residents that
they need to have a licensed waste
hauler for trash pickup. A resident
was recently found guilty of not hav-
ing service, was fined and had to pay
court costs as well.

The board also recommends that
residents should prepare now for the
next severe weather emergency. Make
or restock your disaster supply kit
with at least a three days supply: 1)
water, one gallon per person per day;
2) nonperishable food; 3) medica-
tions; and 4) flashlight and radio,
with batteries. Also, have a plan to
aid family members, take care of
pets, and safely shut off utilities. Fi-
nally, if you will use a portable gen-
erator, plan to locate it in a well-
ventilated space AWAY from your
house.

Please have your heating system
checked and have a functioning bat-
tery-operated carbon monoxide alarm
in your home. Carbon monoxide from
a generator or heater can initially
cause headache, nausea and dizzi-
ness and can be deadly.

In addition, it is not too late to get
the flu vaccine. You can still protect
yourself, your family and your friends
by being vaccinated against flu. Also,
children who attend licensed
childcare or preschool must be vacci-
nated each year. Flu vaccinations are
available at the Westfield Regional
Health Department. To schedule
yours, please contact Laura Scanlon,
the public health nursing supervisor,
at (908) 789-4070, extension 4074,
or lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov.

Last week, the town council passed
a resolution adopting the Complete
Streets program, which promotes safe
access to streets for all users, includ-
ing pedestrians, bicyclists, drivers and
others. Resident Lisa Braddock and
Jerry Fried discussed Complete
Streets and its possible health and
safety benefits.

The heath department is sponsor-
ing a free hearing screening with
Overlook Medical Center on Thurs-
day, December 19, from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. in the municipal building.
For more information and to register,
please call 1-800-247-9580.

At this time of year we want to
thank the staff and senior staff of the
health department for their dedica-
tion and work all year on behalf of
public health in Westfield and our
neighboring communities. The se-
nior staff includes Megan Avallone,
the health officer and director, Mr.
Pincus and Ms. Scanlon.

Finally, I want to thank the volun-
teer members of the board of health
for their commitment, insights and
thoughtfulness this past year. They
are Tom O’Neill, vice-president,
Mitchell C. Beinhaker, Dr. Vasilios
Diamantopoulos, Dr. Ronen Gold,
Gavin Handwerker, Dr. Seymour
Koslowsky, David Oliveira, Dr. David
Weinman and Sam Della Fera, our
council liaison. We wish Mr. Oliveira
good luck as the newest member of
the Westfield Town Council.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
December 2 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our
Monday, January 6, 2014, meeting,
which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the mu-
nicipal building. The public is invited
to attend.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS...HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
We are an official drop off location for 

Pajama Program. Bring your new, unused 
pajamas and children’s books for a tax 

deduction AND 5% off the purchase of a new 
mattress for the month of December!

2-Sided Flippable Nirvana Latex

Mattresses you’ll FLIP OVER!
.com/ShovlinMattress ShovlinMattress.com

Amending State’s Constitution Is a Dangerous
Path to Avoid Legislative Process

Criminals Should Not Be Allowed to Hide
On Employment Applications

TRENTON - Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) is trying to stop the post-
ing of a “bad” bill allowing crimi-
nals to hide their background of
criminal convictions on an employ-
ment application. The bill, A-3837,
would prohibit an employer from
asking about an applicant’s criminal
history.

“This legislation should not be

posted and we cannot allow it to be
fast-tracked during the next month,”
said Asm. Bramnick said. “Employ-
ers should be told about the criminal
history when the applicant is asked the
question. This type of bill makes it
more difficult to evaluate prospective
employees. It is absurd that an em-
ployer should not be given all relevant
information up front. Withholding this
information is bad public policy.”

TRENTON — Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) says Democrat resolutions
SCR-146/ACR-187 and SCR-162,
which are proposals to amend the
state’s Constitution, are a dangerous
pattern that avoid the legislative pro-
cess. Both resolutions concern the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
(RGGI) requiring the state’s partici-
pation and are scheduled to be heard

in a Senate committee on Thursday.
“This approach shows Democrats

want to avoid discussing the com-
mon sense approach used by Gover-
nor Christie in reaching bipartisan
agreements,” Asm. Bramnick said.
“Amending the Constitution should
be rare. These legislative proposals
take us down a dangerous path. Once
the Constitution is amended, it is
difficult to reverse the process.”

GRAND OPENING...Maggie Cooks located at 16 Sussex Street in Westfield
provides restaurant-caliber meals available for catering and walk-up service.
Maggie Cook’s founders are Jane Schoenfeld and Margaret Hodges. Call (908)
233-0074 and see the menu at www.maggiecooks.net

FANWOOD...Mayor Colleen Mahr welcomes Functional Performance Therapy
to town. They can be reached at (908) 288-7049.


