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Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
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LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
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LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.
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aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Obamacare Causing Devastating
Hardships on People of New Jersey

No doubt, Senate Democrats held
today’s Senate Commerce Commit-
tee hearing on the federal Affordable
Care Act (ACA) as a political stunt to
take shots at the Christie Administra-
tion. Try as they might, Democrats
can’t hide from how their once-be-
loved Obamacare is causing devas-
tating hardships on the people of New
Jersey and America. Our President
has established himself as a habitual
liar and no number of committee
hearings or task forces can change
that reality.

The Commissioner’s testimony
today revealed two promises broken
by the Obama Administration: New
Jerseyans cannot keep insurance poli-
cies they may want and their former
plans have to become more expen-
sive. Specifically, New Jerseyans can-
not under the Affordable Care Act,
renew their existing ‘basic and essen-
tial’ policies or even renew their
Cadillac Standard Plan D without
additional coverage and expenses
being added to those policies.

Hard working New Jerseyans have
been told another lie by our Presi-
dent: His declaration that if a state’s
insurance commissioner allowed it,
people could renew their existing
policies for another year. But when
New Jersey’s commissioner tried to
allow that renewal, the federal gov-
ernment denied the waiver request.

Here’s a look back at some of the
failed promises by Senate Democrats:

Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg, June 28, 2012 Press Re-
lease:

“By affirming the constitutionality
of the ACA, the Supreme Court has
sided with responsible public policy
which would put health care within
reach for all people – regardless of
race, gender, creed, income, or pre-
existing conditions.”

Senate Commerce Committee
Chairwoman Nia Gill, June 28, 2012

Press Release:
“Under the Affordable Care Act,

hundreds of thousands of uninsured
New Jerseyans will be provided qual-
ity, affordable health care coverage.
Consumers will be protected from
abuses and be able to purchase insur-
ance that best suits their individual
needs.”

Senate Health Committee Chair-
man Joseph Vitale, May 20, 2013
Press Release:

“Federal health reform will pro-
vide hundreds of thousands of our
residents with the ability to gain ac-
cess to affordable health care cover-
age … The health exchange will be a
vital point of access for New Jersey
residents who are uninsured and
underinsured to gain coverage.”

Sen. Cardinale notes: “The disas-
trous results in terms of health care
purchasing are now obvious, but
Obamacare has also so far abused
hundreds of millions of the people’s
tax dollars on failed implementation.
The ACA also makes people pay for
coverage that cannot even exist. For
example, the Commissioner high-
lighted how it requires pediatric den-
tal coverage even if there is no child
covered by a policy.”

Senator Gill, March 19, 2013 Press
Release:

“A statewide effort to promote
awareness of the establishment of the
health insurance exchange, the eligi-
bility requirements and enrollment
procedures will go a long way to
ensure maximum participation and
cost savings by our residents and
businesses.”

Sen. Cardinale notes: “It’s a good
thing the governor has taken a
thoughtful approach and we didn’t
waste state tax dollars to promote and
advertise a failed and broken website.”

Senator Gerald Cardinale
Demarest

Thanks to All Who
Supported Fundraiser
I want to thank all the people in our

community that supported my
fundraising efforts to help find a cure
for Crohn’s Disease and Colitis. From
the people that stopped by my booths
outside of Stop & Shop, FestiFall and
The Running Store, to the high school
kids that bought baked goods at our
bake sale, to our friends who partici-
pated in our football pool, I thank
you all.

On Sunday, November 17, I ran a
half marathon with hundreds of other
people from the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation of America. Our com-
bined efforts raised a total of $2.3
million and New Jersey raised more
money than any other state!

This cause is so important to me
because I know what it’s like to deal
with Crohn’s Disease and thanks to
all the support in our community. I
am hopeful that a cure will be seen in
my lifetime.

Eliza Bryen
Westfield

ObamaCare Is Not Perfect, But Is
Real Effort to Help Uninsured

Action Needed to Label
Engineered Foods

The letter, “Genetically Engineered
Foods Should Be Labeled” [Decem-
ber 5], must be acted upon. For those
who think GMO foods are not harm-
ful, they need to go to YouTube and
watch a film entitled, “Seeds of De-
struction.” This film provides scien-
tific proof of the destructive nature of
GMO’s. Finally, if the Legislature
does not act to label such foods, the
people of New Jersey must demand a
referendum to get them labeled.

Bill Keller
Scotch Plains

Obama Will Never
Admit He Screwed Up
Expecting Barack Hussein Obama

II to admit that he screwed up is like
expecting a rock to roll up hill! What
is even more challenging is to expect
anyone in the media or an elected
official from any political perspec-
tive to remind Obama about his big-
gest lie which stole the nomination
from Hillary Clinton.

To paraphrase: “The biggest dif-
ference between Hillary and myself
is that Hillary is for mandatory health
insurance and I’m not!”

If Obama was a used car or an
insurance salesman he would be in
prison for misrepresentation of his
product. The argument was never that
our current insurance policies were
bad, it was that not enough people
had them!

 So now, according to Obama, all
of our previous insurance policies
were not worth the paper they were
printed on! Oh great Obama, how did
we all survive without you?

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

We are writing concerning the
November 21 Leader editorial and
recent letters to the editor regarding
the Affordable Care Act, otherwise
known as ObamaCare. We were very
disappointed by the tone of the edito-
rial and many of the statements and
pointless name calling found in more
than one letter to the editor, which
were clearly attacks on ObamaCare.

Whenever attempts are made to
change systems of power and in-
equality there are always huge ob-
stacles and outcries. When Medicare
was originally proposed, similar calls
of socialized medicine, etc. were pre-
sented. We don’t think anyone would
now say that Medicare should be
abandoned. Medicare is clearly a
benefit to those in the U.S. who are 65
or older. ObamaCare is an effort to
help many of the people in the U.S.
who have no health insurance (esti-
mated to be 50 million people). This
is a real problem that needs a solu-
tion; neither the ObamaCare attack-
ers nor the name calling authors of
the negative letters to the editor of-
fered an alternative solution.

Many people ignore the facts that
while the U.S. spends more money
per capita on healthcare than any
other country, our health indices are
lower than many other countries. Our
health care is good for those who
have insurance and the goal of
ObamaCare is simply to get more
people insured. Two changes that are
part of ObamaCare are already widely
supported: (1) insurance companies
can no longer refuse to insure per-
sons with pre-existing health condi-
tions; (2) parents can keep their chil-
dren on the family policy until age
26. The widely attacked insurance
exchanges are primarily a tool to
allow individuals to buy health insur-
ance at a group rate and to get gov-
ernment subsidies if the policy price
is too expensive relative to their in-

come.
ObamaCare is a new government

program that is not perfect, but it is a
real effort to improve the health and
life of those Americans that are cur-
rently excluded from health insur-
ance or who can’t afford it. We ask
those who are so quick to attack
ObamaCare to work to improve it
rather than fight it. While you may
not need ObamaCare now, you may
need it someday. We are happy to
state that we support ObamaCare and
we are looking forward to seeing
how it will benefit millions of Ameri-
cans in the future.

Madeleine Korfmacher
Walter Korfmacher

Westfield

New Jersey Needs Data Protection
And Free Speech Law

New Jersey health insurer Horizon
Blue Cross is in the process of notify-
ing close to one million New
Jerseyans that their private personal
data was stored unencrypted on com-
pany laptops that were stolen about
one month ago.

There is no excuse for not using
secure encryption technologies such
as PGP encryption to store private
healthcare records, especially con-
sidering the recent NSA spying scan-
dal and the amount of security
breaches to private personal data

caused daily around the world by
malicious hackers and thieves.

The European Union is in the pro-
cess of updating their data protection
directive to member states with their
new general data protection regula-
tion, designed to also protect privacy
rights in the modern era of social
networks and cloud computing. Ice-
land has passed their Icelandic mod-
ern media initiative which protects
whistleblowers and freedom of
speech in the digital age.

I call upon the New Jersey Legisla-
ture to closely monitor the progress
of the European Union’s general data
protection regulation as well as study
the Icelandic modern media initia-
tive and immediately adopt legisla-
tion modeled on both policies.

Computer security researcher and
WikiLeaks activist Jacob Applebaum
(www.twitter.com/ioerror) would be
an ideal expert for the New Jersey
Legislature to lead a state commis-
sion tasked with advising the Legis-
lature on both the technical and geo-
political aspects necessary for an ef-
fective New Jersey data protection
and free speech law.

Eric Hafner
Toms River

Rep. Holt Wants to
Hear From You

U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th), rep-
resenting Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
will hold a telephone town hall with
central New Jersey residents at 7:45
p.m. on Thursday, December 12. Rep.
Holt will hear directly from constitu-
ents and answer their questions about
issues pending before Congress, in-
cluding health care, job creation, col-
lege affordability, and more.

Many 12th Congressional District
residents will receive telephone calls
at 7:45 p.m. on Thursday evening
inviting them to participate in the
town hall. District residents who
would like to ensure that they are
called may register on Rep. Holt’s
website at holt.house.gov/townhall
or by calling 1-87-RUSH-HOLT.

Members of the media may join
the town hall by dialing 877-229-
8493 at 7:45 p.m. on Thursday
and entering the access code
112292. Journalists who plan to
attend are encouraged to RSVP in
advance to
thomas.seay@mail.house.gov.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Drawk – Coarse weeds growing in

grain; wild oats
2. Fermillet – A buckle or clasp
3. Timbrology – The science or study

of postage stamps
4. Imprecation – A curse

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LAPIN
1. A sort of coarse canvas
2. Shiny; glossy
3. Rabbit fur used in imitation of more

valuable skins
4. To whip or lash

LEFE
1. Friendly; likeable
2. In Scots law, a legal stay of proceed-

ings
3. The head of a household in France
4. Loved one; a friend

PARGET
1. A grimace
2. Very pale or faded
3. Plaster or wall coating
4. An illustration for a book

MEAR
1. Topsoil
2. A boundary
3. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
4. A horsefly

Probitas Verus Honos

Locals Appointed by
Governor Christie

New Jersey Division Of Vocational
Rehabilitation Services Rehabilita-
tion Advisory Council - appoint Jamie
C. Hilton of Fanwood.

Division of Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Services Recipient - reappoint
Alice C. Hunnicutt  of Westfield).

GRINCH, BE GONE!

Union County Should Pay Taxes
For Galloping Banquet Facility

The Borough of Kenilworth has challenged Union
County over its tax exempt status with reference to
the county’s new banquet facility at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course, which also includes a restaurant.
Kenilworth has billed the county $69,000 for seven
months, meaning that a full year of taxes would be
around $120,000.

Several years ago the county, in addressing what
officials said was hundreds of thousands of dollars
of operating debt at its golf courses, decided to close
the Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark and, subse-
quently, hired KemperSports, an Illinois-based man-
agement firm, to run the day-to-day operations at
Galloping Hill and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains.

Part of the plan to put the two golf courses in the
black was to build a 46,000-square-foot clubhouse/
banquet facility to generate revenue from food ser-
vice as well as booking golf tournaments throughout
the year. Golf operations are expected to generate
$6.5 million in revenue this year with expenses
around $5.5 million.

The county also is leasing office space to the New
Jersey State Golf Association at a little over $5,000
a month. The Kenilworth tax assessor is challenging
the lease revenue as well as revenue coming from the
banquet facility in terms of the county’s tax exempt

status.
In our opinion, the county should be paying taxes

on this facility which is now in direct competition
with private banquet facilities and restaurants, all of
which are subject to property taxes and business
taxes.

In a similar action, Union Township has sent a
$50,000 tax bill to Kean University’s Ursino Restau-
rant, which is leased to Gourmet Dining Services, a
for-profit business, according to a report in
unionnewsdaily.com. The restaurant is located in
Kean’s Center for Science, Technology and Math
Education building on Morris Avenue.

We hope that the Union County Board of Taxation
will base the Kenilworth versus Union County case
on the facts in the case and not party politics, as the
tax board administrator is a county employee who
has to report to the freeholders for budget and
resolutions requests while a three-member tax board
that will decide the case currently consists of a
Republican, who chairs the board, and two Demo-
crats.

In our view, the county should not be legally
allowed to use their tax exempt status to compete
against private businesses from whom they them-
selves receive tax revenue.

Let The Tenets of Faith Stand
And Celebrate Our Humanity

Reprint from Dec. 6, 2001 — With a wealth of
spiritual diversity and culture, the City of New York
has no objection, nor do its people find need to
protest, calling the lighting of the tree at Rockefeller
Center a “Christmas Tree.” Annually, droves of New
Yorkers – Jewish, Christian, atheist, Rastafarian,
and all other persuasions – proclaim their visit to the
“Christmas Tree” as a part of their heritage, tradition
or celebration of humanity.

Although well meaning, the Town of Westfield has
decided to deny people of faith the opportunity to
have their tenets represented on public property
through the display of traditional symbols defining
the holiday season. Several members of the commu-
nity, which includes over 29,000 residents, are up in
arms over this exclusion and over the decree that
“it’s The Holiday Tree.”

To us, there’s no doubt about it – it’s a Christmas
Tree. And it’s Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah,
too. These are expressions of joy, compassion, love
and inclusion. This is a good thing. Saying “Happy
Holidays” to be politically correct, or employing
“the rule of law” as an end unto itself, is not a good

thing. This breeds contention and exclusion.
After the terror of September 11 drove home the

importance of the role of humanity in our lives, are
we now back to normal and forgetting the lesson? As
our leaders, and each of us, deliberate on important
and difficult issues for which we’re not sure of the
answers, should we not err to the side of inclusion
and compassion?

If so then, let the menorah stand and bring back
The Presbyterian Church replica to the island in
Mindowaskin pond. Welcome other symbols appro-
priate to the season. Finally, let us celebrate. As we
pass our neighbors in the streets, wish them Happy
Hanukkah or Merry Christmas. But, if you must, just
say Happy Holidays.

*****
Editor’s Note: Last evening [2001], prior to the

council meeting, Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott reconsidered his position on displays on
town property and returned to the policy of last year
which permits placement of the menorah and the
Presbyterian Church replica. We commend his ac-
tion.


