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Bramnick: Feds Must
Protect Residents From
Losing Health Insurance

TRENTON — Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said last week that the
federal government needs to take
action that will protect approximately
90,000 New Jersey Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield members from los-
ing their policy coverage.

Horizon said it intended to renew
its “Basic and Essential Plus” plans
(B and E plans) to current subscrib-
ers, but the federal government will
not allow the plans to be renewed in
their current form. In order for  Hori-
zon to renew the coverage, the fed-
eral government needs to grant a
waiver because the current policy
coverage does not include all the new
mandates contained in the Afford-
able Care Act. The federal govern-
ment has refused to grant a one-year
extension of the waiver which ex-
pires on  December 31, 2013,” Asm.
Bramnick said.

“The federal government prom-
ised that people would be able to
keep their health insurance plans if
they were happy with their cover-
age,” Asm. Bramnick said. “But Ho-
rizon is being forced to cancel plans
because of new federal mandates
under the new healthcare law. The
uncertainty surrounding healthcare
coverage is unsettling for many
people and their families. Swift and
decisive action must be taken to en-
sure 90,000 New Jerseyans will not
lose their health insurance.”

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Banking and Insurance
and  Horizon, in order to comply with
the new federal mandates, the B and
E plans would have to be drastically
altered which would significantly
increase premiums.

Westfield to Get $7.5 M
In State Facilities Grant

TRENTON – Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit), have
announced that the New Jersey De-
partment of Education has allocated
$27,174,342 in state funds for schools
in the 21st Legislative District. The
grants, which have been approved by
the Christie administration, will help
individual schools modernize and
improve their facilities. The district
includes Berkeley Heights, Summit,
Springfield, Mountainside and
Westfield.

“These funds are critical to ensur-
ing that the needs of children are
appropriately and adequately met,”
Sen. Kean said. “The grants will en-
able school districts to construct
modern facilities that can best serve
to promote a child’s developmental,
social and educational growth.”

“This funding will help our school
districts as they continue to provide
outstanding services for students,”
Asm. Bramnick added. “Students,
parents and taxpayers can all appre-
ciate the support that these state grants
will provide to our schools.”

“These grants will help children
achieve the highest possible func-
tioning and interaction in the class-
room,” Asw. Muñoz said. “These
construction projects will help
strengthen and improve our schools
and communities.”

A breakdown of the grants by mu-
nicipalities in Union County is as
follows: Berkeley Heights,
$2,299,450; Clark, $2,299,450; Hill-
side, $1,757,436; Rahway, $232,466;
Roselle, $7,931,319; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, $2,159,896; Summit,
$2,146,235; Springfield, $1,241,966;
Mountainside, $5,882,348, Union,
$1,231,604, and Westfield,
$7,526,310.

Lance Asks CMS to Assist
In Maintaining N.J.. Policies

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) has
authored a letter to Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services (CMS)
Administrator Marilyn Tavenner re-
questing that CMS step in and assist
insurers in maintaining health plans
for thousands of New Jerseyans who
are losing their insurance under
ObamaCare.

“Time is of the absolute essence.
Thousands of New Jersey residents
are scrambling this holiday season to
ensure continued health coverage for
families,” said Mr. Lance, a member
of the Energy and Commerce Health
Subcommittee. Mr. Lance has heard
from countless constituents facing a
January 1 drop date. “The federal
government should ensure that these
New Jersey residents who like their
healthcare plans are able to keep them
and meet the President’s promise.”

Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey (Horizon BCBSNJ) is
just one of many insurance compa-
nies faced with onerous new
ObamaCare regulations that have re-
sulted in rising premiums and the
cancellation of an estimated 90,000
existing plans that do not meet the
new law’s standards. The President
attempted to maintain his promise of
allowing consumers who “like their
plans be able to keep their plans” by
executive order, but the new law
makes maintaining these current poli-
cies nearly impossible, the Congress-
man said.

Mr. Lance’s letter to CMS asks the
administrative agency to take imme-
diate action to protect these 90,000
New Jerseyans.

Garretson Beats Menza In
Hillside Runoff Election

Hillside Councilwoman Angela
Garretson defeated Mayor Joseph
Menza in a runoff election on De-
cember 3, nj.com has reported. Ms.
Garretson received 1,936 votes to
Mr. Menza’s 1,556.

Hillside required a run-off election
because none of the candidates, which
also included Jorge Batista, received
50 percent of the votes plus one in the
November 5 General Election.

Mr. Menza beat Jerome Jewell in a
run-off election in 2009 to win the
mayor’s office.

Retired Roselle Park PD Chief
Dies after Struck By Vehicle

Retired Roselle Park Police Chief
Ben A. Malaspina, 84, died Decem-
ber 3 at University Hospital in New-

ark after he was struck by a motor
vehicle as he walked in the Borough
of Kenilworth, according to nj.com.

Chief Malaspina, who began his
career in Roselle Park as a patrolman
in 1954, was chief from 1980 to 1990.

Nj.com reported that he was struck
by a van while walking on South
Michigan Avenue near Newark Av-
enue at 6:45 a.m.
Ex-Eliz. BOE Member, Attorneys
Indicted in Free Lunch Scandal
A former member of the Elizabeth

Board of Education and two of the
district’s attorneys face new charges
as part of  scheme to cover up fraudu-
lent applications for federal
government’s free school lunche pro-
gram, nj.com has reported.Among
those indicted by a state grand jury
was Juan Donoso of Elizabeth, the
former board member who was
charged with official misconduct and
tampering with public records; Kirk
Nelson of Roselle, and  the board’s
outside counsel, Frank Capece of
Cranford. Nelson and Capece have
been indicted for official misconduct,
conspiracy, tampering with public
records and hindering prosecution.
All were arrested in April and in-
dicted on charges they tried to keep
secret a false application filed by
Donoso’s wife for the federally
funded school lunch program after
the state subpoenaed the school
district’s records.

Donoso’s wife, Olga Oviedo-
Arevalo, was charged in April in a
criminal complaint with filing sev-
eral false applications. She has been
admitted into the Pre-Trial Interven-
tion Program and paid restitution of
$1,700, nj.com reported.

The latest  indictment follows
charges against former BOE presi-
dent Marie Munn who had been re-
ceiving free or subsidized lunch for
her children for which which the fam-
ily did not qualify.

George Norcross III
Takes Control of Inquirer

South Jersey power broker George
Norcross III has taken over majority
ownership of The Philadelphia In-
quirer and its media company that
also includes, The Philadelphia Daily
News and Philly.com, according to a
nj.com report.

 Mr. Norcross and and his owner-
ship group bought the papers for
about $55 million, or $85 million
less than the previous owners paid
for the company in 2010, according
to the report.

Gov. Christie Forms
Inauguration Panel

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has announced the forma-
tion of his 2014 inaugural committee
and named as its two co-chairmen,
his brother, Todd J. Christie, and
William Palatucci.

The committee will be the organi-
zation responsible for all events sur-
rounding the Governor and Lt. Gov-
ernor Kim Guadagino second inau-
gural reception, which will take place
on Tuesday, January 21.

Todd Christie and Mr. Palatucci
each previously served as co-chairs
of Governor Christie’s 2010 inaugu-
ral committee. Todd Christie, of
Mendham, currently works as a di-
rector at Ernst & Young. Mr. Palatucci,
a Westfield resident, practices law at
Gibbons P.C. and most recently served
as chairman of Governor Christie’s
reelection campaign.

In the coming days and weeks more
details will be made available regard-
ing activities surrounding the inau-
gural, including how to purchase tick-
ets and make contributions. New Jer-
sey law limits all contributions to the
inaugural committee to $500. All pro-
ceeds from the event will go to char-
ity.

In 2010, the committee donated
nearly $450,000 to three charities in
the state. Last month, Governor
Christie won an overwhelming 22-
point election victory to a second
term as New Jersey’s 55th Gover-
nor.

www.goleader.com

Cranford Zoning Board
Denies Fence Application

Ros. PK Men Among Eight
Indicted for Identity Theft

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment Monday
unanimously denied a variance ap-
plication for a six-foot-high, closed
fence on a corner lot.

Marcin Wojcik, of 2 Colin Kelly
Street, owns the residence on a cor-
ner property at Colin Kelly Street and
Lexington Avenue.

Mr. Wojcik sought a variance where
a four-foot-high, open fence is per-
mitted. He presented to the board a
plan to place a six-foot-high, closed
white vinyl fence extending from the
front line of his home on Colin Kelly
Street across to his lot line on Lexing-
ton Avenue that would then extend to
the back lot line and go across the
backyard to the other side of his home
and extending back up to the other
side of the front of his home. It would
replace a chain-link fence the appli-
cant had removed.

His neighbor, Rachel Katz, of 639
Lexington Avenue, opposed the ap-
plication, saying she was concerned
with safety and appearance. She said
she would not be able to see over the
fence when entering or exiting her
driveway. She thought a six-foot-high
fence would block her sightlines of
traffic. She also said that aestheti-
cally, a six-foot-high solid fence “is
not in character with the neighbor-

hood.”
Mr. Wojcik said there is a home on

the next corner that has a six-foot-
high solid fence.

Mr. Wojcik said he was seeking a
variance because he had concerns
with the safety of his children play-
ing in the yard with a four-foot-high
open fence. He said it would give him
“peace of mind” to have a closed, six-
foot-high fence. He thought an open
fence could cause the children to
stick their limbs through the gaps and
potentially break an arm, while the
shorter height would mean balls
would more easily go over the fence,
possibly causing the children to exit
the yard and chase after it.

Landscaping was not part of the
plan, the applicant said, when Board
Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Pistol asked.
Mr. Wojcik later said he would be
amenable to landscaping should it be
a condition of the board.

Board Assistant Secretary Robert
Bovasso said landscaping would
“buffer the appearance of the fence.”

Board Chairman Ronald Marotta
said landscaping would “soften” what
he called “a stark white wall.”

Board Secretary MaryAnn Hay said
the fence plan would give a “fortress
appearance.”

“I think a six-foot-high fence is over-
kill, and I don’t see it as necessary,”
board member William Montani said.

TRENTON — Eight people, includ-
ing a former bank teller, have been
charged with participating in an identity
theft ring that used account information
stolen from customers of TD Bank to
steal more than $150,000 at bank branch
offices in New Jersey, the New Jersey
Attorney General’s office has announced.

Charged are Bronthie K. Charles, 27, of
Brooklyn, a former teller at TD Bank, who
allegedly stole the identities of TD Bank
customers while working for the bank in
New York from January 2012 to May
2013; Divine D. Garcia Jr., 28, of Jersey
City, who allegedly was the ring leader;
Robert A. Wadiak, 47, of Roselle Park, and
along with the remaining defendants in the
indictment allegedly fraudulently assumed
the identities of TD Bank customers to
steal funds from TD Bank branch offices in
New Jersey. Wadiak allegedly was in-
volved in thefts of $111,500.

The other defendants are Kenneth L.
Cummings, 53, of Philadelphia, Pa.; Blanche
R. Lopez, 43, of Cliffside Park; Rosa
Samuels, 59, of Bronx, N.Y., and Demira D.
Woodson, 22, of Roselle Park  and Antonio
Clemente, 34, of the Bronx, N.Y.

The defendants allegedly conspired as
members of an identity theft ring to use

stolen customer account information to
enter TD Bank branch offices and with-
draw large sums of cash. The indictment
charges them in connection with 21 sepa-
rate thefts across New Jersey between
April and July 2013 that totaled $155,500
and involved the use of eight stolen iden-
tities. The thefts ranged in amount from
$3,500 to $9,000. Most of the identity
theft victims were New York residents.

The individuals who posed as ac-
count holders were provided with forged
New York driver’s licenses and with-
drawal slips that were already com-
pleted so that they could conduct the
fraudulent transactions. Withdrawals
were made at TD Bank branch offices in
Absecon, Northfield, Galloway Town-
ship, Somers Point, Cherry Hill,
Haddonfield, Stratford, Gloucester Town-
ship, Washington Township (Gloucester
County), Deptford, West Deptford,
Mantua, Glassboro, Mullica Hill,
Williamstown and East Windsor.

Second-degree crimes carry a sen-
tence of five to 10 years in state prison
and a fine of up to $150,000, while the
third-degree money laundering charges
carry a sentence of three to five years in
state prison and a fine of up to $75,000.
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