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BANK ROBBER...Saturday, December 7, at 11:18 a.m., the Fanwood police responded to a bank robbery at the PNC Bank located on South Martine Avenue.
According to police, the suspect is described as a white male, 30 to 35 years of age, approximately 5 feet and  7 inches tall, with a stocky build and weighing approximately
200 pounds, with brown hair, brown sideburns, brown beard and mustache and wearing a black coat, black gloves, black pants and a reddish/orange baseball hat.
No one was injured during this incident, police said. Anyone with any information is asked to contact Det./Sgt. Eugene Chin at the Fanwood Police Department, (908)
322-5000, extension no. 119.

Photo courtesy of Nicolette Koerner
INFERNO... Flames light the night sky above the Wychwood Gatehouse in Westfield
on Friday night as firefighters try to control the blaze at the landmark home.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS IS COMING...Yuletide Carolers entertain shoppers in downtown
Westfield on Saturday afternoon as part of the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
“Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday events.

OLD COUNTRY...Bruce, Paula, Christian and Craig Long of Westfield recently
visited Paula's relatives in Sicily, Italy and then toured the island for about two
weeks. They are shown here at the Valley of the Temples in Agrigento with cousins
Andrea, Giuseppe and Carmela, displaying The Westfield Leader.

flame” on a township-owned grill
and a grill owned by an individual
or an organization, regardless of
whether the fire was fueled by pro-
pane or charcoal. He said an in-
spection would have to be sched-
uled in advance, prompting Com-
missioner Andy Weber to ask if the
fire inspector would have to per-
form his task during the actual event
where the cookout is taking place.
“Talk about Big Brother,” mused
Commission Chairman Robert
Giordanella.

In other business, the commis-
sion put off a decision on what type
of pavilion to purchase for Brookside
Park. Mr. Poerio presented four op-
tions for the commission, with prices
for the 34-foot by 64-foot structure
ranging from $43,367 for a standard
metal pavilion to $86,675 for a metal
pavilion with a two-tiered roof. The
lowest-priced option is identical to
pavilions found in other township
parks, and Mr. Poerio said he fa-
vored this option over two mid-
priced pavilions made of wood be-

Getzendanner encouraged the free-
holders to attend a Summit Com-
mon Council goal-setting session
for the city’s 2014 budget. He said
the council sets a goal for its city
manager before he drafts his bud-
get.

Later in the meeting Mr. Rubino
urged the freeholders to stick to the
state’s 2-percent cap on tax levy
increases. “Sticking to the 2-per-
cent cap or less is really going to
help us in Summit,” he said.

He noted that Merck, which as
the largest taxpayer in Summit ac-
counts for 9 percent of the city’s
tax base, is leaving. He said unless
a similar size corporate tenant is
found, the property “could be re-
assessed to a lot less and that bur-
den, of course, would fall on the
taxpayers and would devalue the
homes and ultimately trickle down
to the apportionment the county
gets from the City of Summit.”

Mr. Faella said he has committed
the resources of the county’s eco-
nomic development team to find an
alternative to Merck leaving Sum-
mit. “That’s something that is very
important to the county in terms of
jobs and economic development.
We are going to work very closely
with Summit on that,” he said.

The board approved resolutions
for a $34,000 group life insurance
contract and a $167,783 contract
for an employee 401 (a) benefits
plan for employees not covered
under the state’s Public Employee
Retirement System (PERS). Both
contracts are with Mutual of
America.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said both contracts are for
31 county employees paid under
the Workforce Investment Act grant
and who are not eligible for PERS.
He said without these contracts
these employees would not have
any retirement benefits.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son questioned what he felt has
been excessive spending at
Runnells Specialized Hospital, not-
ing that the county is taking pro-

posals now for the lease or sale of
the Berkeley Heights facility. The
board approved resolutions for con-
tracts and purchases of more than
$300,000 at last week’s meeting.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Chris
Hudak, who ran the meeting in the
absence of Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter, said, “We are [look-
ing at] a variety of options at
Runnells Hospital right now, but
nonetheless, we do own a hospital;
we do operate a hospital.”

“We will continue to do what we
have to do while we own that hospi-
tal,” Freeholder Hudak said.

The board approved a $304,000
contract with National Foam of
Exton, Pa., to provide two special-
ized fire suppression courses to 76
firefighters in the USASI region,
which includes seven counties in
addition to Jersey City and New-
ark. Local fire departments partici-
pating are from Elizabeth, Hillside,
Linden and Springfield.

Also approved was a contract with
Newtech Recycling, Inc. of
Somerset to collect and recycle
computer and electronic equipment
that will be collected at e-waste
recycling events and municipal col-
lections. The contract runs from
January 1, 2014 through December
31, 2015. Newtech will reimburse
the county five cents per pound for
all equipment collected under the
program for a total of $10,000 un-
der a rate based on 200,000 pounds
of recycled equipment collected.
The last previous contract, also with
Newtech, was for three cents a
pound.

The freeholders approved a reso-
lution to authorize the county to
conduct the 2014 Deer Manage-
ment Program to reduce the white-
tailed deer population within the
Watchung Reservation, Lenape and
Nomahegan Parks, the Summit por-
tion of Passaic River Park, Ash
Brook Reservation and the Hawk
Rise Sanctuary. The deer hunt will
be conducted from Saturday, Janu-
ary 4, through Saturday, February
8.
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Scotch Plains Rec. Comm.
cause of what he felt was the inevi-
table damage by vandals to a wood
structure.

Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella, the township council’s
liaison to the commission, urged
the commissioners to give further
consideration to one of the more
expensive options. She said such a
purchase should be made with the
thought that it will last several gen-
erations and, thus, should be both
“aesthetically-pleasing as well as
serve a purpose.” She called it “dis-
heartening” that one of the more
expensive options was not being
considered due mainly to vandal-
ism concerns.

Mr. Poerio also presented a draft
proposal of his goals and objectives
for 2014, a 59-point list that in-
cludes a variety of park improve-
ments and upgrades, the develop-
ment of a master plan for the
township’s parks, expansion of cer-
tain recreation programs, increased
use of technology and social media
and improved personnel policies.

Geiger’s Cider Mill and bakery. The
property is in a mixed district and
across the street, in Mountainside, is
a day care facility, offices and new
homes. Mr. McDonough said the new
building will be modern and aestheti-
cally attractive. He said the parking
lot will have 58 standard sized spaces,
lights, clear signage and landscap-
ing.

The facility will employ 20 per-
sons. There will be five veterinary
doctors and 15 other specialists. He
said there will be three employees for
each doctor and a total of 45 jobs. Mr.
McDonough said it will be a better
working environment, with wellness
care, overnight care, surgery and re-
hab.

Mr. McDonough described the lay-
out of the proposed building - on the
first floor he said there will be a
reception area, with eight examining
rooms. On the second floor, he said
there will be operating rooms, che-
motherapy rooms, observation cages,
dentistry rooms, storage and lounges
for workers.

In conclusion, Mr. McDonough
said the new facility would promote
the general welfare of the town, be a
spatial improvement and promote a
free flow of traffic.

One large concern of the board of
adjustment was the ongoing opera-
tion at the old facility during the
construction of the new one.

Dr. Richard Maus, owner of the
property, said he would provide
offsite parking for his employees
during the construction period.
Board members had concerns about
lighting during construction, safety
provisions and where the offsite
parking would be. Addressing con-
cerns about safety, Stephen Hehl,
the applicant’s attorney, said, “We
need to have periodic inspections
during construction.” Board mem-
ber Andy Wasserman asked if the
facility runs by appointment only.
Dr. Maus replied “yes, except for
emergencies.”

Board Vice-Chairman Chris
Masciale asked Dr. Maus if he would
be a participant in the construction
process. Dr. Maus stated “I’ll be
overly involved.”

Mr. Hehl said they have the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection’s approval and the
county’s approval on traffic as
Springfield Avenue is a Union
County road.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said the project is  com-
plex with multiple variances, tem-
porary off-site parking, construction
of one building and the operation of
another building.

After two years of the application
process, the application was ap-
proved with conditions including a
pre-construction meeting with town
construction officials, an agreed
upon timeline for the length of con-
struction, a requirement that the ap-
plicant post a performance bond with
the amount at the discretion of the
town engineer, and the project must
be completed within three years of
the date of the resolution. Following
the meeting, Dr. Maus said he hoped
that the project would be completed
within two years.

In other business, Paul Goncharoff
and Xin Huang of 428 Mountain
Avenue sought approval to install an
air conditioner condenser in the side
yard of their home. The ordinance
requires a setback of five feet; pro-
posed is a setback of 10 inches. Mr.
Goncharoff said the condenser will
be behind a fence and that a bay
window will hide it. Mr. Goncharoff
said the condenser will replace two
window units on the first floor, two
on the second floor and one in the
attic. The application was approved.

Charles Heuer and Monique
Bouhours, of 513 Dorian Place,
sought to expand a third-floor dor-
mer and enlarge a bathroom. The
ordinance requires a side-yard set-
back of 10 feet; proposed is a nine-
foot, 11-inch setback. Another ordi-
nance allows a maximum of two-
and-a-half stories; proposed is three
stories. The application was ap-
proved to accommodate a larger
bathroom.

The next board meeting  will be
on Monday, January 13, 2014 at
7:30 p.m., at the municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street.
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WINTER WONDERLAND…Echo Lake in Mountainside looks majestic after
the first snowfall of the season on Monday.

Westfield BOE Hears Report
On Special Education

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) heard a
presentation Tuesday evening on
special services initiatives by As-
sistant Superintendent of Special
Services Michael Weissman. The
district received an accounting re-
port from Robert Morrison of the
accounting firm of Hodulik and
Morrison.

Mr. Morrison praised the district
for the degree of cooperation his
firm had received while doing the
audit. He also said the district is
right on target with all of its finan-
cial responsibilities and in compli-
ance with state and federal grant
requirements.

He said in the current school year,
1,165 students are eligible for spe-
cial education and related services.
Ninety-one students are out-of-dis-
trict placements. He said the classi-
fication numbers have risen slightly,
but out-of-district placement has
remained about the same.

Mr. Weissman described a pyra-
mid continuum of services begin-
ning with the Least Restrictive En-
vironment (LRE). The second tier
is resource room programs in all
schools, with the third tier being
specialized resource programs with
an aide. The fourth tier is special
self-contained classes of 12 to 14
students, while the fifth tier is spe-
cial private/residential schools.

The primary programs for ages 3
to 7 include an integrated pre-school
half-day program at Lincoln School,
a pre-school disabled program (half-
and full-day), Leaps and Bounds, a
full-day program for autistic stu-
dents, and a transitional kindergar-
ten for those with learning language
disability (LLD).

Mr. Weissman said in the first to
fifth grades, there are five classes for
LLD (mild to moderate). Four are
traditional language-based and two
are at McKinley Elementary School
and two are at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School. One LLD (severe) class,
which has emotional and behavioral
support, is conducted at Wilson El-
ementary School with the help of a
contracted agency. He also said that
two Leaps and Bounds classes for
autistic children are taught at Wil-
son Elementary School. These
classes have behavior analysis, spe-
cialized instruction, full-day pro-
grams and intensive related services.

“In an attempt to stay ahead of
the curve, we’ve extended our cur-
riculum to home to assure continu-
ity. We’ve had great success,” he
said.

Mr. Weissman said that the inter-
mediate programs for grades 6 to 8
include one prep class at Edison
Intermediate School for students
who require more structure, less
transition and individualized aca-
demic instruction. “We’ve instituted

a new reading program, ‘Read 180,’
at Edison Intermediate School,” he
said. He said that IBridge, a spe-
cialized program for students with
emotional and social needs, has two
full-time contracted licensed coun-
selors and is at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School.

In Westfield High School, grades
9 to 12, there is the Prep Program,
a resource program with modified
academics, for students with cogni-
tive, academic and social needs. At
the high-school level there also is
the I Bridge Program, he said. It is
a resource program with a focus on
modified curricula, counseling and
behavioral supports. The purpose
of these programs, he said, is to
identify the needs of the students
and to offer as much support as the
district can while keeping the stu-
dents in-district. Mr. Weissman also
said the district will continue to
meet the needs of autistic students
by the expansion of the Leaps and
Bounds program.

In other business, board member
Gretchan Ohlig of the policy com-
mittee asked the board to approve a
long list of policy initiatives, which
it did, except for the one on home-
work. There were some different
opinions on whether homework
should be assigned during religious
holidays or when there is a class
play or a concert. Laurie Woog, a
parent, and a former member of the
balance committee, urged the board
to make sure there is open commu-
nication between the teachers and
the parents, so whatever decision is
made, the policy will be clear to all.

The next board meeting will be
its reorganization meeting on Tues-
day, January 7, at 7:30 p.m., when
BOE members Mitch Slater, Ginny
Leiz and Brendan Galligan will be
sworn in for new three-year terms.
All three were unopposed in the
November election. The meeting
will be held at the BOE administra-
tion building at 302 Elm Street.

Dan Gilman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEASONS GREETINGS…The Fanwood Christmas Tree, located at the train
station, was lit on Sunday during the annual holiday event.

LANDMARK...Wychwood Gatehouse,
located at 120 Wychwood Road, was
originally built as the “South Gatehouse”
of the Wychwood development in the
late 1920s. The son of the developer,
Arthur Rule, Jr., first owned this struc-
ture. Across Wychwood Road is a min-
iature gatehouse at 200 Canterbury
Lane. Next to the Gatehouse, on North
Avenue, is John Scudder’s 18th-cen-
tury farmhouse.


