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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS IS COMING...Yuletide Carolers entertain shoppers in downtown Westfield on Saturday afternoon as part
of the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s “Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday events.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
DRUMMER BOY...Watson Highlanders Bagpipers perform in downtown
Westfield on Saturday afternoon during the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
“Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday events.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HOLY NIGHT...Tom Madaras and his crew from St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield set up the Nativity in downtown Westfield on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Annie Heinzerling
HELPING HANDS...Students from St.Helen’s fifth grade CCD students make a
difference in a family in need on Thanksgiving by putting together food baskets.
Pictured are: Liam Robb, LilyMcGuire, Mary Heinzerling, Caroline Bielen,
Jason Petruzzi, John Thorburn, Elizabeth Bielen, Julia Johnson-Milstien, Ali
Brennan, Christopher Grochan, Kaitlyn Duffy and Michaela Hobson.

Municipal Judge Inacio Faces
Disciplinary Action for Interceding

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Borough Munici-
pal Court Judge Antonio Inacio is
facing disciplinary action for inter-
ceding in a judicial matter involving
the daughter of a Garwood council-
man. Judge Inacio also serves as a
judge for Clark and Scotch Plains.

According to a complaint filed
December 3 by the state Advisory
Committee on Judicial Conduct and
obtained by The Westfield Leader, on
January 29, the councilman’s minor
daughter was arrested in Clark, and
charged with possession of alcohol.
The New Jersey Law Journal identi-
fied the councilman as Lou
Petruzzelli.

The girl and her mother appeared
before the Juvenile Conference Com-
mittee (JCC), a confidential court-
approved diversionary program for
juvenile offenders, to discuss her case.
After hearing testimony, the JCC
made a recommendation to the Supe-
rior Court, Family Division to re-
solve the matter “on the condition of
certain obligations designed to aid in
her rehabilitation,” according to the
complaint.

On February 1, 2013, Superior
Court Judge Robert Kirsch approved
the recommendation and ordered the
councilman’s daughter to satisfy the
terms and conditions of the JCC rec-
ommendation, which included at-
tending two Alcoholics Anonymous

(AA) meetings.
According to the complaint, on the

same day, the councilman contacted
Judge Inacio, who he has known for
20 years, regarding the AA meetings
requirement. The judge “also volun-
teered to speak with Councilman
Petruzzelli’s wife and daughter about
the dangers of underage drinking and
driving” while also inviting them to
Clark Municipal Court, where he
serves as judge. The judge spoke to
the minor in his chambers on Febru-
ary 27 “about his real-life experience
with underage drinking and driving.”
The complaint states that the condi-
tions of the February 1 order were not
discussed.

Judge Inacio sent a letter to the
chairman of the JCC regarding the
matter, saying he met with the
councilman’s daughter to educate her
“on the consequences of underage
drinking, driving while intoxicated,
and the ultimate consequence of
death.”

“By his conduct in composing a
letter on his official judicial station-
ary that identified himself as a judge
for the purpose of interceding in a
juvenile matter over which he had no
jurisdiction and attempting with that
letter to alter the terms of a court
order, [Judge Inacio] attempted to
use the power of his judicial office to
advance the private interests of the
daughter of the Garwood council-
man” which is in violation of the
state’s Code of Judicial Conduct, ac-
cording to the complaint.

“By his conduct of interjecting his
judicial office into the JCC matter in
response to Councilman
[Petruzzelli]’s inquiry, [Judge Inacio]
also created the appearance that he
was attempting to carry favor with
the councilman,” according to the
complaint.

It also was noted in the complaint
that the judge represented the
councilman’s company in debt col-
lection matters.

A call to Judge Inacio’s law office
on Monday was not returned.
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi had
no comment on the story when
reached Monday night by The
Westfield Leader.

County Files Tax Appeal,
Buys New Sewer Camera

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County
Counsel Robert Barry told the Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day that the county has filed an
appeal of a tax assessment of
$69,341 from the Kenilworth tax
assessor for its clubhouse/banquet
facility at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course.

Mr. Barry said the county is ap-
pealing the assessment on two is-
sues, the first in reference to the
county’s entitlement to a tax ex-
emption and the second for the tax
evaluation by Kenilworth. He said
the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion is required to complete added
assessment appeals by the end of
the month.

When reached Monday, Union
County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the Board of Taxation
would hear the case on Thursday,
December 19, at 9 a.m. at the Board
of Elections offices at 71 North
Broad Street, third floor, Elizabeth.

Mr. Barry said he believes the
case will continue into next year, as
whichever party loses is likely to
appeal, which, he said, is “usually a
lengthy process.”

Mr. Barry told the freeholders at
their November 26 meeting that
Kenilworth’s tax assessor deter-
mined that “the utilization, prima-
rily the leasing of the space (within
the clubhouse) to the New Jersey
Golf Association and the use of the
banquet facility basically consti-

tutes a taxable item and takes it out
of the exemption status for public
facilities.”

The “added tax assessment,” as it
is defined by law, represents seven
months of the property’s annual as-
sessment for 2013.

The Union County Tax Board
consists of three members appointed
by the governor. They are: Peter
Lijoi of Summit, board president;
Melanie Selk of Roselle Park, and
Elizabeth Urquhart of Plainfield.
Tax appeals hearings are heard at
the Board of Elections offices in
Elizabeth.

In other board business at the
freeholders’ December 5 meeting,
Summit Councilman Robert Rubino
asked the county how Summit could
avail itself of the county’s new sewer
inspection camera system, the
$119,995 purchase of which was
approved by the freeholders at
Thursday’s meeting. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering,
public works and facilities, said the
camera is used for sewer pipe in-
spections as it can detect where
leaks and clogs are located. The
system will be retrofitted into a
county truck.

“It sounds like a good opportu-
nity for shared savings. We do spend
a fair amount of money on that,”
Mr. Rubino said.

Mr. Graziano said the county will
allow all municipalities to utilize
the camera system. Once it is avail-
able, he said, municipalities will be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood PNC Bank Robbed;
Suspect Still At Large

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – The PNC Bank at 45
South Martine Avenue in downtown
Fanwood was robbed Saturday morn-
ing. While no one was injured, the
suspect got away with an undeter-
mined amount of money and is still at
large.

According to a resident who was in
the bank at the time of the robbery,
the suspect entered the bank and ap-
proached the teller. After a verbal
exchange, the suspect left and the
teller announced that she had been
robbed.

“The suspect is described as a white
male, 30 to 35 years of age, approxi-
mately 5 feet and 7 inches, stocky
build, approximately 200 pounds,
brown hair, brown sideburns, brown
beard and mustache,” Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Richard Trigo told The
Westfield Leader. “[He was] wearing

a black coat, black gloves, black pants,
reddish/orange baseball hat and blue
scarf. No one was injured.”

While photos from the bank’s sur-
veillance cameras captured the sus-
pect interacting with the teller, per
protocol, Chief Trigo stated that he
cannot divulge any details from the
incident, such as how much money
was taken or what the suspect said to
the teller.

“The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment and Union County K-9 Unit
assisted in the initial part of the inves-
tigation,” Chief Trigo said. “The in-

vestigation is ongoing with the Fan-
wood Police Department and the FBI
as the lead agency.”

 “Due to the ongoing nature of the
investigation, we don’t have a formal
statement to share,” PNC press repre-
sentative Jason Dorfor told The
Leader. “We would refer any ques-
tions or comments to whatever the
police chief has told you.”

Anyone with any information can
contact Detective Sergeant Eugene
Chin at the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment, (908) 322-5000, extension no.
119.
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WF BOE Hears Report on
Special Education

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) heard a
presentation Tuesday evening on
special services initiatives by As-
sistant Superintendent of Special
Services Michael Weissman. The
district received an accounting re-
port from Robert Morrison of the
accounting firm of Hodulik and
Morrison.

Mr. Morrison praised the district
for the degree of cooperation his
firm had received while doing the
audit. He also said the district is
right on target with all of its finan-
cial responsibilities and in compli-
ance with state and federal grant
requirements.

He said in the current school year,
1,165 students are eligible for spe-
cial education and related services.
Ninety-one students are out-of-dis-
trict placements. He said the classi-
fication numbers have risen slightly,
but out-of-district placement has
remained about the same.

Mr. Weissman described a pyra-
mid continuum of services begin-

ning with the Least Restrictive En-
vironment (LRE). The second tier
is resource room programs in all
schools, with the third tier being
specialized resource programs with
an aide. The fourth tier is special
self-contained classes of 12 to 14
students, while the fifth tier is spe-
cial private/residential schools.

The primary programs for ages 3
to 7 include an integrated pre-school
half-day program at Lincoln School,
a pre-school disabled program (half-
and full-day), Leaps and Bounds, a
full-day program for autistic stu-
dents, and a transitional kindergar-
ten for those with learning language
disability (LLD).

Mr. Weissman said in the first to
fifth grades, there are five classes for
LLD (mild to moderate). Four are
traditional language-based and two
are at McKinley Elementary School
and two are at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School. One LLD (severe) class,
which has emotional and behavioral
support, is conducted at Wilson El-
ementary School with the help of a
contracted agency. He also said that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Rec. Commission to
Institute New Sledding Rules

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
season’s first snowfalls at hand, the
recreation commission said this
week it will institute some new regu-
lations for winter sledding at town-
ship-owned parks, specifically
Scotch Hills Country Club and
Kramer Manor Park.

At its meeting on Monday
evening, with snow in the forecast
for the following day, township
Recreation Director Ray Poerio said

he had met with the township’s risk
management consultants, who had
urged that a variety of rules be put
into place in an effort to reduce the
township’s liability for injuries.

Hay bales and flexible snow fenc-
ing have been placed at the bottom
of the most widely-used hills at
Scotch Hills and Kramer Manor. In
addition, sledders will be urged to
proceed downhill in a feet-first —
rather than head-first — position,
and rough or unsafe sledding will
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