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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience was something that
this year’s Cranford High School
boys soccer team needed to gain
quickly after graduating 14 from
last year’s squad. The Cougars
were put in a situation where
they had to pull up some kids
from the JV squad who did not
have a lot of varsity experience.
Unfortunately for the Cougars,
that experience took time to de-
velop, did not come quickly
enough and they took their lumps
to finish with a 5-13 record.

But their schedule, especially
with a very strong group of Union
County teams this season, had a
lot to do with the lumps. A num-
ber of those losses came off the
feet of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) champions, Eliza-
beth (UCT runners-up) and UCT
third-seeded Westfield.

“We had a disappointing sea-
son, ending with a record of 5-
13. After graduating 14 seniors
last year, the team lacked varsity
experience and size. This was
apparent in particular when fac-
ing fast, physical and experienced
opponents on our schedule such
as Scotch Plains, Elizabeth and
Westfield,” Cougar Head Coach
Greg Campbell said.

The Cougars did have some
bright spots, which included a 7-
1 first round victory over Roselle

Catholic in the Union County Tour-
nament, as well as a 6-4 win over
Linden on the Senior Night game.

The Cougars did, however, have
several individual bright spots,
beginning with senior center

midfielder Andrew Gee, who led
the team with 16 goals, while
adding four assists. Gee was se-

GEE LED WITH 16 GOALS, 4 ASSTS; CHRISTIANO NETS10 GOALS; TROTTER 6 GOALS, 6 ASSTS

Cougars Took Their Lumps in Boys Soccer, Finished 5-13
lected First Team All Watchung
Conference, Second Team All-
Union County and All State Hon-

orable Mention.
Senior forward and multi-sport

athlete Tommy Trotter, known
as “Mr. Hustle” terrorized oppos-
ing defenses and finished with

six goals and six assists. Trotter
was selected First Team All
Watchung Conference and All
Union County Honorable Men-
tion.

Junior midfielder Mark
Christiano finished second on the
team in scoring with 10 goals,
while contributing four assists.
Christiano was named an All
Watchung Honorable Mention, as
well as an All Union County Hon-
orable Mention.

Junior sweeper Erik
Monteagudo was a very impres-
sive force in the back and re-
ceived All Watchung Honorable
Mention and All Union County
Honorable Mention recognition.

The Cougars had two athletes
battling for the goalkeeper posi-
tion, but by the start of the regu-
lar season, sophomore Dominic
Meliado won the starting posi-
tion over senior Ian Hay. Meliado
was listed in the Top-25 in the
state with 170 saves.

The lumps that the young Cou-
gars experienced this season
may, however, translate to suc-
cess next year with the return of
Christiano, Monteagudo and
Meliado, who will anchor the
team. Also returning will be one
of their top players, Anthony
Maglino (presently a junior), who
missed the entire season to in-
jury.

“More varsity experience should
lead to increased success in 2014,
although the loss of nine more
seniors means that 2014 will see
plenty of new faces on the roster.
Possible division re-alignment
could provide the opportunity to
play more games against simi-
larly sized schools such as Sum-
mit, GL (Governor Livingston)
and Rahway, as opposed to Group
4 powers,” Coach Campbell said.

Probitas Verus Honos

MORE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR LEADING SCORER IN BOYS SOCCER…Cougar senior co-captain Andrew Gee, No. 20, led his team with
16 goals, while adding four assists.
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