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Saturday 
December 7, 2013 at 7pm                                 
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

Tickets $25-$75 
Students $12

For tickets and information go to
www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org 

 or call 
908 232 9400

HOME 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

A family festival of symphonic pops & wintertime 
favorites guaranteed to make the season merry.

Westfield’s 
 

 Home for the Holidays 

HOUSE  
TOUR 

 

DECEMBER 7th  
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.   

TICKETS: $30 in advance * $35 at the door 
AVAILABLE AT: 

Coldwell Banker Westfield’s West Office 
across from Lord & Taylor 

 

ONLINE: www.continuoarts.com 

CALL: 908-264-5324 
To Benefit: Title Sponsor: 

 

Gallery to Host Gail
Winbury Exhibit

MAPLEWOOD  — The Tenth
Muse Gallery will host an exhibit
of artist Gail Winbury’s recent work
on display now through January.
The Tenth Muse Gallery is located
at 170 Maplewood Avenue,
Maplewood.

These abstract paintings include
several from what she calls the
“Summer Series.” The work will be
displayed until the end of January.
Preview the paintings now or join
the artist on Friday, December 6,
from 5:30-8 p.m. for wine and
cheese and view her paintings.

Book Store Hosts Children’s
Christmas Book Author

Photo courtesy of Gail Winbury
ABSTRACT ART...The Tenth Muse Gallery will host an exhibit of artist Gail
Winbury’s recent work on display now through January. The Tenth Muse
Gallery is located at 170 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood. Pictured above is one
of the artist’s paintings.

WESTFIELD — What happens
when you write to Santa after Christ-
mas? If you are lucky like Ava, the
little girl in the children’s picture book
“My Pen Pal, Santa,” he writes back.
Meet author Melissa Stanton on Sat-
urday, December 7, from 2 -4 p.m.

In a series of monthly letters to
and from the North Pole, Ava asks
Santa a lot of questions and she gets
lots of answers — about everything
from Santa’s off-season activities
to whether he has met the Tooth
Fairy (he has) to how he fits through
chimneys.

Created for young children to en-
joy on their own or while reading
with an adult, every page of “My
Pen Pal, Santa” is a display of col-
orful illustrations (by artist Jenni-
fer A. Bell) that give big and small
readers a detailed look inside
Santa’s world.

“My Pen Pal, Santa,” published
by Random House, is based on the

actual after-Christmas correspon-
dence between author Melissa
Stanton’s daughter, Ava, then 6, and
Santa Claus. (Check out the “For
Adults Only” page at
mypenpalsanta.com to learn how
that exchange was achieved.)

Melissa and her family lived in
Westfield until 2003 and they re-
turn often for visits. Melissa is a
former senior editor at Time Inc., where
she was on staff at LIFE and People
magazines. Melissa now works as a
website editor in Washington, D.C. She
lives with her family in a rural suburb of
Annapolis, Md.

Meet Melissa Stanton at The
Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). If you are unable to attend
this event, feel free to call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy “My
Pen Pal, Santa.”

Celebrate the Holiday Season With
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

WESTFIELD — Join Maestro
David Wroe and New Jersey Festi-
val Orchestra on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield for “Home for
the Holidays,” a family festival of
traditional and contemporary songs
and music, sing-alongs and more
guaranteed to make the season merry.

The program will present popular
holiday favorites as well as curiosi-
ties to welcome in the sounds of the
season. Traditional carols and a host
of signature versions of familiar
fare will delight including
Anderson’s Sleigh Ride, the atmo-
spheric Ave Maria, and wonderful
arrangements by Mannheim Steam-
roller.

Westfield’s Franklin Elementary
School Chorus, special guests of
the evening, will charm with selec-
tions from “Polar Express” and
more and remind that it is family

and friends that make this time of
the year so special.

This year, because the concert
will take place on Pearl Harbor Day,
the performance will also pay trib-
ute to the immeasurable commit-
ment and sacrifice demonstrated by
the “Greatest Generation” with Ri-
chard Rodgers’ music from the
movie “Victory At Sea.” Classic
movie-lovers can also look forward
to music from “It’s a wonderful
life,” including an “Auld Lang Syne”
audience sing-along.

“We believe there is something
for everyone in this performance,”
said Maestro David Wroe. “But a
central meaning of this program is
a vessel for the community to come
together and, through music, for
children, parents, grandparents and
friends to celebrate this unique time
of the year.”

This seasonal stroll of timeless

classics and sentimental holiday fa-
vorites, sure to bring joy, smiles,
and distinctive holiday memories
to one and all, has been made pos-
sible in part by a Union County
Heart (History, Education and Arts
Reaching Thousands) Grant and
generous support from The
Westfield Foundation.

Tickets prices range from $25 to
$75 for adults and there is a special
discount price of only $12 for stu-
dents K-12 making this event a per-
fect start to the holiday season for
the whole family.

Tickets are available on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets may also be purchased by call-
ing (908) 232-9400 or visiting the
office at 224 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Patrons are advised to
purchase tickets online – it is simple,
secure, and possible to select seats
and print tickets.

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS...Join Maestro David Wroe and New Jersey Festival Orchestra on Saturday, December 7,
at 7 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield for “Home for the Holidays,” a family festival of traditional and
contemporary songs and music, sing-alongs and more guaranteed to make the season merry.

 Symphony to Present
‘Broadway Stars’

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Symphony will celebrate the start
of the holiday season on Saturday,
December 7, with an evening of
music by American composer,
songwriter and jazz pianist, Cy
Coleman (1929-2004) when they
perform “Broadway Stars Over
Plainfield.”

Attendees will be treated to such
tunes as “Witchcraft,” “Hey Big
Spender,” “If They Could See Me
Now” and “Hey Look Me Over,” to
name a few.

The concert will feature two tal-
ented Broadway stars – Gregg
Edelman and Emily Skinner.

Under the baton of Charles
Prince, the concert begins at 7 p.m.
at the Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church located at  716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield. For more infor-
mation call (908) 756-2468.

HOME TOUR…Homeowner Michelle
Massa, right, and L’image Designs’
Emma Preston meet at the stately Euclid
home featured on the Saturday, De-
cember 7, Westfield “Home for the
Holiday’s” House Tour. Tickets are $30
in advance, $35 at the door and are
available at Coldwell Banker Westfield
West Office, online at continuoarts.com
or by calling (908) 264-5324. See story
page 21.


