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GEE LED WITH 16 GOALS, CHRISTIANO NETS10 GOALS

Cougars Took Their Lumps
In Boys Soccer, Finished 5-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience was something that this
year’s Cranford High School boys
soccer team needed to gain quickly
after graduating 14 from last year’s
squad. The Cougars were put in a
situation where they had to pull up
some kids from the JV squad who did
not have a lot of varsity experience.
Unfortunately for the Cougars, that
experience took time to develop, did
not come quickly enough and they
took their lumps to finish with a 5-13
record.

But their schedule, especially with
a very strong group of Union County
teams this season, had a lot to do with
the lumps. A number of those losses
came off the feet of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, the Union County
Tournament (UCT) champions, Eliza-
beth (UCT runners-up) and UCT
third-seeded Westfield.

“We had a disappointing season,
ending with a record of 5-13. After
graduating 14 seniors last year, the
team lacked varsity experience and
size. This was apparent in particular

when facing fast, physical and expe-
rienced opponents on our schedule
such as Scotch Plains, Elizabeth and
Westfield,” Cougar Head Coach Greg
Campbell said.

The Cougars did have some bright

spots, which included a 7-1 first round
victory over Roselle Catholic in the
Union County Tournament, as well
as a 6-4 win over Linden on the Se-
nior Night game.

View Thousands of Homes Online

Cranford $349,900
Charming 2BR/1.1BA Col, fabulous kit w/
granite & tile backsplash, polished fir flrs,
gas ht/CAC, gas fpl. No flood zone.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 3088354

Scotch Plains $519,000
Charming 8RM Col w/add’l lot being sold as
one; purchaser may subdivide. Home sold "as
is”. Endless possibilities!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3044743

Edison $380,000
A private courtyard welcomes you to this
3BR,3.1BA condo w/updt EIK, LR w/fpl, HW
flrs & fin bsmt w/FR.

Agent: Janice Kodatt MLS: 3056911

Fanwood $580,000
Renovated Col seamlessly blends antique
charm w/today’s amenities. Updt EIK w/
granite & SS appls, close to NY trans.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3063930

Westfield $638,500
Sunny & spacious 4BR, 2 1/2 bath home w/
CAC, eat-in kit, wood flrs, master w/double
closets & full bath, great location!

Agent: Jill Skibinsky & Lois Berger MLS: 3093910

Mountainside $550,000
Spacious 8 rm Ranch w/4BR, 2.1BA, many
updts, gorgeous EIK, HW flrs, 4th bdrm w/
sep entrance & half bath, central loc.

Agent: Barbara “Joyce” Antone MLS: 3076048

Scotch Plains $939,900
Elegant 5BR, 3.1BA CHC set at the end of a
cul-de-sac w/circular drive. Wood flrs, 4 zone
heat/2 zone CAC & many updts.

Agent: Sonia “Sonnie” Suckno MLS: 3098194

Westfield $1,299,000
Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre
w/many recent updts,flowing flr plan,MBR w/
new bath & lrg dressing rm/WIC.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3082846
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Blue Devils Stuff Cardinals in Grid Classic, 34-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

because that number 22 [Jones] is a
good player. He could have broken
out on any play. We started shooting
on defense, tackling well and strip-
ping the ball. We actually scored on
defense, which is awesome,”
Scaglione said.

“Like Joe said, we came out a little
flat then towards the end we kicked it
up and played great. I’m really proud
to come out with such a great victory
our senior year. I was pretty emo-
tional but I am happy we got it done
today,” Kane said.

“We knew number 22 was bounc-
ing around a lot, and knew we had to
stay in our lanes, because he was
going to cut back a lot, and I was right
there. I’m glad we went out with a
win. I’m glad we went out with a
shutout to cap off what we really
worked for all year,” Anderson said.

“Defense played well all the time.
We kept the tempo going. We knew it
was just a matter of time for the
offense to step it up. We made the
plays we needed to. That number 22
was explosive. We knew on any given
play, things could change, so we had
to keep our heads in the game,”
Sweeney said.

The second half began well for the
Blue Devils when Kane fielded a short

kickoff and returned it to the Plainfield
37. Rawles finished it off with his 37-
yard TD run with 27 seconds off the
clock. Less than 30 seconds later,
cornerback Brett Robertshaw and
linebacker Jackson Simcox bashed
the running back and forced a fumble
(Robershaw stripped) and Simcox
smothered the ball in the end zone.
Hogge’s successful point after made
the score, 20-0.

Midway through the third quarter,
Sweeney and linebacker Mike
O’Connor forced a fumble at the
Cardinal 10. Three plays later, with
3:09 on the clock, Hogge hit Elliott
for the eight-yard TD.

Early in the fourth quarter, Simcox
recovered another fumble, but the
Blue Devils returned the favor when
Hogge’s pass was intercepted in the
end zone and returned four yards.

After a Cardinal drive stalled at the
Westfield 18, on the third play, Elliott
turned a reception into a 46-yard gain.
Rawles broke loose for 30 yards to the
Plainfield nine then took care of busi-
ness with his nine-yard TD sprint around
the left side with 53 seconds remaining.

The Cardinals attempted to avoid
the shutout and failed, while the Blue
Devils attempted and failed to put
Head Coach Jim DeSarno “on ice”

with a bucket of Gatorade.
“I’m happy! I have been happy

when we won all year. These kids
played hard. We got a great effort
from our defense. Our defense car-
ried us all year, and it’s nice to see
Eugene go out the right way with
three touchdowns. He had such a
great year,” Coach DeSarno said.

Although they had a good feeling
about their abilities throughout the sea-
son, the playoff game against top-seeded
Ridge when the Blue Devils gave the
Red Devils all they could handle, proved
they could play with the best.

“We knew we had a lot of talent
here. We got guys who believe in
each other. It’s fun to play together.
Ridge was a very good team. As long
as we gave 100 percent, that’s all we
could ask for. I’m proud to be on this
team,” Sweeney said.

“When you play a team like Ridge,
you got to be perfect. We turned the
ball over three times. We knew we had
a pretty good team. We knew that all
year. I have not been able to say that to
too many teams, but this was a good
football team,” Coach DeSarno said.

Westfield now leads the series with
Plainfield, 57-45-7.
Plainfield   0   0   0   0 0
Westfield   7   0 20   7 34

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE RECOVERY...Blue Devil Brett Robertshaw dives to recover the fumble after jarring it loose from a
Plainfield running back, but the ball bounces towards the Cardinal goal and Blue Devil Jackson Simcox, left, actually
recovers it for the touchdown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR LEADING SCORER...Cougar senior co-captain Andrew Gee, No. 20, led his team with 16 goals. See more photos
at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE “TERROR”......Cougar forward Tommy Trotter, No. 4, terrorized oppos-
ing defenders throughout the season.


