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Dimitri Costa of Westfield
Achieves Eagle Scout Rank

WESTFIELD – Dimitri Costa, a
member of Boy Scout Troop No.
273, sponsored by Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield, re-
cently earned the highest honor in
Boy Scouting – the Eagle Scout
Award. Only 4 percent of all Boy
Scouts attain this honor.

Dimitri, the son of Denise Lauria
Venitelli of Westfield and Paul
Costa of Clark, was honored with
the Eagle Scout Award on Decem-
ber 2 at Jefferson Elementary
School. He will graduate from
Westfield High School in June 2014
and will attend The Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools,
working towards completing a two-
year certification in Masonry.

Dimitri’s Eagle Scout project
consisted of renovating
Brightwood Park in Westfield. He
oversaw a group of Boy Scouts,
volunteers and family who cleared
debris from the park, installed and
repaired benches and installed mile
markers along with signs warning
of hazardous, poisonous plants.
They also built a large picnic area
along with installing a large picnic
table between benches overlook-
ing the scenic lake for the commu-
nity to enjoy. Finally, they land-
scaped the entrance to the park
with trees and flowers and installed
a large entrance sign welcoming
patrons to the park. A blue-and-
white Brightwood Park sign de-
notes the entrance to the park.

Dimitri expressed appreciation
to the Westfield Town Council for

its agreement and commitment to
this project. He also expressed
thanks to his present and past Scout
leaders, Marge Nichols, Mike
Wolski, Dr. Eric Deutchman, Steve
Lee, Esq., John Cline, Vincent
Castaldo and Paul Costa, for help-
ing and encouraging him to pursue
this goal over his 10 years in Scout-
ing.

Dimitri additionally extended a
special thank you to St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church for its
charitable donation; the director
of Public Works in Westfield for
digging the holes for the signs to
be erected; Westfield Lumber, for
providing the wood and lumber
for the signs, benches and picnic
table; Home Depot, for supplying
the paint, paint brushes, paint roll-
ers and decorative hardware;
Lowes, for the concrete bags, and
Ace Hardware, for the nuts and
bolts used for this project.

Further, Dimitri extended his ap-
preciation to La Famiglia De
Sorrento for providing the troop
with lunch; Rich Concepts Land-
scaping, for providing plants and
shrubbery, and LV Graphics, for
designing the entrance sign and
poisonous plant signs. Addition-
ally, Dimitri expressed his grati-
tude to local business owners and
community members, as well as
the educators and staff of the
Westfield school district, for their
encouragement and support. Fi-
nally, he offered his thanks and
appreciation to all the Scouts,
friends and family who donated
their time, materials and resources
to complete this project.

NEW EAGLE HONORED...Dimitri Costa was honored during a Court of Honor
Monday evening at Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield on receiving the
Eagle Scout Award — the highest achievement in Boy Scouting. A Westfield High
School senior, Dimitri led a team in renovating Brightwood Park in Westfield as
his Eagle Scout project.

LET US BUILD YOU THE PERFECT GIFT...
A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP.
Every one of our mattresses can be custom built in any size or shape. All of our inner-spring 
mattresses are double-sided and easy to flip for maximum health and comfort. The Nirvana Latex 
Collection is exclusively available through our store. Stop by our spacious showroom to try out 
different mattresses and to get all of your questions answered. For over 30 years our family has been 
providing a great product and a great customer experience.

2-Sided Flippable Nirvana Latex

.com/ShovlinMattress MattressFactoryBeds.com
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“FAMILY MATTERS”

May the peace and joy of the

holiday season remain with you

through the coming year.

Merry Christmas and

Happy Hanukkah

from our “Family” to yours.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Charles P. Weidman

Charles P. Weidman Honored
As Five Star Wealth Manager

WESTFIELD – Charles P.
Weidman, a Certified Financial Plan-
ner (CFP®) with LPL Financial, was
recently recognized as a Five Star
Wealth Manager, a distinction
awarded to less than 3 percent of
wealth managers in the State of New
Jersey. Mr. Weidman was evaluated
on 10 key factors, includ-
ing professional creden-
tials, number of client
households served, client
retention rates, client as-
sets administered and a
favorable regulatory his-
tory. New Jersey award
winners appear in a spe-
cial section of the January
issue of New Jersey
Monthly.

“Our mission is to pro-
vide thoughtful, intelligent
and caring financial advice to indi-
viduals and families. I have focused
on providing personal service, inno-
vative strategies and unbiased guid-
ance for the past nine years, and it is
an honor to be recognized for those
efforts,” said Mr. Weidman. “Being
named as a Five Star Wealth Manager
demonstrates my commitment to
placing clients’ best interest first and
helping them gain confidence in their
financial future.” For more informa-

tion, please visit www.weidmanduda-
cfp.com.

Charlie also believes in the impor-
tance of giving back to the commu-
nity. He is President of the Board of
Trustees for the Westfield United
Fund, a Westfield Area “Y” board
member and Endowment Fund in-

vestment committee mem-
ber, and is an active mem-
ber of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church.

About Five Star Profes-
sional

Five Star Professional, a
third-party research firm,
collects nominations from
peers and firms, including
financial planners and advi-
sors, CPAs and estate plan-
ning attorneys. Self-nomi-
nations are not accepted.

The evaluation is based on 10 criteria
to determine overall performance and
satisfaction. After review by a panel
of local industry experts and a review
of regulatory history, Five Star Pro-
fessional determines the final list of
Five Star Wealth Managers.

LPL Financial, Member FINRA/
SIPC

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Probitas Verus Honos

HAPPY THANKSGIVING...On November 25, Lamberts Mill Academy (LMA)
received a visit from Vietnam veteran Michael Fitsimmons from Chapter 779 of
the East Jersey Veterans Association. He and fellow associate, Frank DeSanto,
arrived at the school in the morning with a trailer full of frozen turkeys and bags
with fixings that were distributed to students during the school day via a raffle.
Approximately 20 students went home that day with a frozen turkey and a
grocery bag complete with fixings for a full Thanksgiving dinner. Mr. Fitsimmons
has been conducting the event for the past 10 years. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Mr. Fitsimmons, LMA teacher Paula Falconer and Mr. DeSanto.

Moving Fair Tax Forward

Fanwood Business
Posts Toy Collection

FANWOOD  — Paul Watterson
and his wife, Jessica, owners of Nick’s
Pizza and Deli in Fanwood, started a
tradition last year when they spon-
sored a Christmas benefit for a
women’s shelter in Elizabeth, and
this year is seeking once again to help
those in need.

Be Craftful is providing handmade
ornaments for the Giving Tree,
Mara’s Café is providing free cup-
cakes and the Hallmark store is pro-
viding bags of candy, Mr. Watterson
said.

Mr. Watterson said members of the
community who want to help can come
into Nick’s and take an ornament from
the Giving Tree, which will have a
description of a child and his or her
wish for Christmas. Individuals are
asked to bring the toy mentioned back
to Nick’s, unwrapped, and the
Wattersons will take care of the wrap-
ping.

The holiday dinner is set for Tues-
day, December 10, which means all
donations must come into Nick’s by
Sunday, December 8. For more in-
formation, call (908) 322-8800, or
stop by the shop at 42 South Martine
Avenue in Fanwood.

By John O’Rourke
Fair Tax New Jersey State Director

Although HR 25 has 74 (Co) spon-
sors in the House of Representatives
and S122 has nine in the U.S. Senate,
the fact that none are from New Jer-
sey concerns me.

Members of our Fair Tax New Jer-
sey board and our community coordi-
nators have given briefings to candi-
dates and congressional staffs, made
presentations at numerous venues, had
“letters to editors” published, have
made appearances on various media
outlets, and have distributed Fair Tax
information at civic, political, union,
and social events across New Jersey.

Yet, in my opinion our representa-
tives have not “consistently” heard
from enough of us.

Unless you are satisfied with the
current federal income tax system
where our paychecks, Social Secu-
rity benefits, and pension checks be-

long “first to the federal government”
and then after withholding and pay-
roll taxes are deducted, “to us,” please
help make Fair Tax a household word
in New Jersey.

Please consider becoming an ac-
tive participant in this transforma-
tional tax replacement movement.

It has been a pleasure serving as the
volunteer state director for the past two
years and I wish Jim “Mil” Milroy and
his team the best of luck in the new year.

May God continue to bless all of
you!

Bill Targets Duplicative
Paper Requirements
TRENTON — Assemblyman Ron

Dancer (D-12th, Jackson) has intro-
duced legislation to streamline paper-
work and reduce expenses when an
individual with developmental disabili-
ties is receiving residential services.

A-4474 would update current law
by deleting language that provides
for a county to be notified of the
admission of certain persons with
developmental disabilities to residen-
tial services from the Division of
Developmental Disabilities in the
Department of Human Services
(DHS).

It also eliminates the requirement
for the counties to maintain records
of these persons, since the adminis-
trative duties associated with these
admissions have been delegated to
DHS at the state level.


