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Temple Sholom to Present
Monuments Men Program

FANWOOD — Temple Sholom
will welcome Harry Ettlinger of the
Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives
program, also known as the Monu-
ments Men, a team of men and
women whose mission during World
War II and its aftermath was to re-
claim artwork the Nazis had looted.
This free program will begin at 7
p.m. on Sunday, December 15, at
the temple.

Together, the Monuments Men
painstakingly recovered stolen mas-
terpieces from mines, castles and
other hidden locations, identified the
rightful owners and returned them.
The work of the Monuments Men
will be celebrated in an upcoming
movie directed by George Clooney.

Mr. Ettlinger, one of the original
Monuments Men, will provide a first-
hand account of this work, including
his experience pulling a Rembrandt
out of a salt mine.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and La Grande
Avenues in Fanwood. Attendees are
asked to meet in Westminster Hall
around the corner, off Marian Av-
enue, and to enter through the door
on Marian marked Temple Sholom.
For more information, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

This program is free thanks to a
grant from Temple Sholom’s Rabbi

Nathanson Fund. The lecture is in-
cluded in a series of evening events
for adults brought to the community
by the congregation’s Etz Chayim
adult education program. For more
information, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Willow Grove Announces
Worship, Pageant, Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the season
of Advent, as Christians prepare for
Christmas, the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church invites the community
to attend its worship and concert events
during the month of December.

All are welcome to enjoy Music
Sunday and an intergenerational
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, De-
cember 15, at 10 a.m. The choir,
under the direction of Paul DiDario,
will sing “Bethlehem Boy” and
other special Christmas pieces. Mr.
DiDario, a graduate of the Juilliard
School of Music and music director

of Willow Grove Church, will play
an arrangement of “Carol of the
Bells” by George Winston.

All children, youth and adults of
all ages are invited to help tell the
story of Jesus’ birth using music,
props and costumes as the narrators
read. The ancient story will come to
life as participants act out the events
and sing Christmas carols. The
Children’s Choir will sing “Go Tell
It on the Mountain.” After worship,
refreshments will be served.

Music Sunday will continue in
the afternoon with a special Celtic
Harp Christmas Concert at 3 p.m.
Preceding the concert, children and
families are invited to a Meet the
Instruments program at 2:30 p.m.
Both events will be free of charge.

The Christmas Eve service of Les-
sons and Carols will be held on Tues-
day, December 24, at 7:30 p.m. All
are invited to this special service of
readings, prayers and candlelight.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the south-side firehouse
and south-side soccer field, and near
the corner of South Martine Av-
enue. All church facilities are handi-
cap-accessible. For other ministries,
visit willowgrovechurch.org or call
the church at (908) 232-5678.

CHRISTMAS STORY...Children of the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
enjoy dressing up to tell the story of Jesus’ birth. This event will be celebrated
again on Sunday, December 15, with 10 a.m. worship, a Christmas Pageant and
a concert. Willow Grove Presbyterian Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

MITZVAH CLOWNS...Middle-school students from Congregation Beth Israel
in Scotch Plains dressed up as clowns to entertain residents of Atria Assisted
Living in Cranford on November 3, following a half-day training workshop at the
synagogue on how to apply face makeup, create balloon figures and engage an
audience. These “Mitzvah Clowns” (clowns who perform good deeds or
“mitzvahs”) entertain at sites such as nursing homes, hospitals and centers for ill
or special-needs children. Pictured, from left to right, are: In back, Mitzvah
Clown Chairs Joel “Big Daddy” Horowitz and Bruce “Professor Zee” Zakarin,
and in front, Mitzvah Clowns Matthew Sabony, Ben Fox, Alley Zakarin, Maya
Kessler, Aaron Hecht and David Feinman.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Post Christmas Lunch
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-

ity Senior Social Club will hold its
annual Christmas luncheon on Mon-
day, December 9, at 12:30 p.m. in
the parish center. The tree will be
decorated and the luncheon will be
catered by Robert Treat Delicates-
sen of Westfield. The parish center is
located adjacent to the church on
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

The club’s Christmas trip to
Pomona will take place today, Thurs-
day, December 5, arranged by Fa-
ther Matthew Looney. Club mem-
bers also are reminded to bring do-
nations for the Food Pantry.

FCC Invites Community
To Advent Celebrations

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church, located at 125
Elmer Street in Westfield, invites
visitors to celebrate the Advent sea-
son at holiday events beginning this
Sunday, December 8, at 10 a.m. with
a special program of Christmas mu-
sic from around the world, performed
by the Festival Chorus and guest
soloists.

The annual Alternative Gift Mar-
ket will take place immediately fol-
lowing the service. Anyone making
a donation to any of multiple chari-
ties on someone’s behalf will re-
ceive a gift card to send the recipi-
ent. Among the non-profits benefit-
ing are Bridges Outreach, Doctors
Without Borders, the Elizabeth Coa-
lition to House the Homeless and
Heifer International.

Also this weekend, the monthly
“First Saturday” service on Decem-
ber 7 at 5:30 p.m. will be an informal
worship alternative designed to of-
fer a holiday respite for time-pres-
sured families and individuals.

This year’s Advent adult studies
will feature daytime and evening
programs focusing on the theme of
nativity. Advent on Film: The Nativ-
ity Story will include a screening
and discussion of this film, consid-
ered by Biblical scholars and clergy
to be the most accurate and authen-
tic movie made about the birth of
Jesus. The movie will be shown in
two parts, on Monday evenings, De-

cember 9 and 16, at 7:30 p.m. in the
church’s Coe Fellowship Room.

On Tuesdays, December 10 and
17, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., “Held in
God’s Grace” will offer an opportu-
nity to relax and reflect on the Ad-
vent promise of hope and waiting.
Participants are invited to bring a
lunch; beverages and dessert will be
provided.

Musical offerings will continue
with the annual Mid-Day Musicales
concert program on Wednesdays at
noon. Upcoming performances in-
clude the Kaiser Woodwind Quintet
on Wednesday, December 11, and
soprano Maureen Francis, accompa-
nied by organist Barbara Thomson,
on Wednesday, December 18. There
is a $5 suggested donation.

Christmas Eve services will begin
on Tuesday, December 24, at 5 p.m.
with the annual children’s pageant.
At 10 p.m., there will be a traditional
candlelight service of scripture, song
and story.

Christmas morning will be cel-
ebrated on Wednesday, December
25, with a 10 a.m. worship service.
A family-style worship celebration
on Sunday, December 29, at 10 a.m.
will feature scripture readings and
an old-fashioned Carol Sing.

First Congregational Church is a
member of the United Church of
Christ. For additional information,
call (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.


