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For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 

www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

- Sofi a T. Amador
Union, New Jersey 

Sofi a T. Amador experienced her fi rst seizure at 10. With medication, 

the seizures were under control and eventually went away. Until she was 29. At 

that point they returned. With a vengeance. It was no surprise that she chose 

Overlook Medical Center. Overlook houses a Level 4 epilepsy center, one of the 

few in New Jersey. And it’s the fi rst and only place in the tri-state area that uses 

MEG technology solely for the treatment of patients. MEG technology is a non-

invasive procedure that maps electrical activity in the brain to locate the source 

of seizures. With that information, brain surgery was successfully performed.

And Sofi a has been seizure-free ever since.

JOINT CELEBRATION...Members of Club ’43, an organization of women who
were born in 1943 and have lived or worked in Westfield, marked their 70th
birthdays with a dinner recently at Echo Lake Country Club. From left are
celebrants Barbara Castronovo, Marge Merrill, Madeleine Sullivan, Penny
Dinger, Mary McEnerney, Nell Goodwin, Tina Lesher, Linnea Rhodes, Judi
Thompson, Patty Noerr and Mary Herald. Club ’43 was founded in 1983 when
Ms. Noerr brought together several women to mark their 40th birthdays. The
club now has 18 members. In 2006, Ms. Lesher wrote a book called “Club ’43"
about the members.

Westfield Library to Present
Two Creativity Workshops

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will host two holiday
creativity workshops on consecutive
Wednesdays, December 11 and De-
cember 18, at 7 p.m. each evening.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

On December 11, local artist
Wendy Rosenberg will present “The
Art of Gratitude.” In this workshop,
she will explore creative ways to make
gratitude fun — not just something
people “should” do, but something
that they cannot resist doing because
it is so enjoyable and the effects are
so powerful.

“What if gratitude was not just a
concept, but it was something you
could actually touch with your
hands?” she asked. “Connecting to a
true sense of gratitude can bring so
much more meaning to the holidays.”

Participants will leave the work-
shop with a completed poem and a
“Gratitude Garland,” which is a deco-
ration for their home and also meant
to serve as a reminder of the greatest
gifts throughout the holidays and

winter season.
On December 18, Ms. Rosenberg

will present “The Art of Giving.”
While the holidays often emphasize
giving and receiving tangible prod-
ucts, giving from the heart is often
the most meaningful gesture of all,
she said. “We just need to open our
minds and imaginations.”

In this workshop, she will guide
participants through creative exercises
that explore the role of service in their
lives. Participants will look at service
through a lens of creativity and fun,
and discover that the most meaningful
gifts are often the most simple.

These workshops will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
check if one’s library participates,
visit the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the workshops, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Calendar link, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.

Bonds of Courage Moves
Into Westfield Armory

WESTFIELD — Dr. Christine
Truhe, president of Bonds of Cour-
age, has announced that, to continue
to meet the growing needs of New
Jersey’s military and their families,
the organization will partner with
the New Jersey National Guard and
move offices to the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard Armory, located at 500
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Relocation to the Armory offers
easier access to those seeking ser-
vices provided by Bonds of Courage
and a true home for that support. In
addition, the community of Westfield
has celebrated the men and women
of the military through active sup-
port of the Armory over many years.

Since its inception in 2004 as Sum-
mit Supports Our Troops, the orga-
nization has rallied residents in the
Summit area to create a community
of civilians dedicated to supporting
the troops, which remains active al-
most 10 years later. In 2010, in order
to better serve a larger area and in-
creased need, the name was changed
to Bonds of Courage and its mission
was expanded to providing urgently
needed services in the areas of jobs,
health, families and finances.

“We are proud to continue our ser-
vices to troops, veterans and their
families with a New Jersey connec-
tion from all branches of the military
at a location which is both familiar
and comforting to those we serve,”
stated Dr. Truhe. “This multi-city,
public-private partnership is a proud
accomplishment for Summit,
Westfield and the State of New Jer-
sey.” She added that the organization’s
web address, bondsofcourage.org,
and telephone number, (908) 273-
4122, will remain the same.

According to Dr. Truhe, one of the
greatest challenges faced by mili-
tary support organizations is getting
services into the hands of those who
need them. This move into an active
armory will allow Bonds of Courage
to hand those services directly to
them, she said.

Bonds of Courage reminds the en-
tire community to remember the mili-
tary and, with the holiday season un-
derway, to continue to support New
Jersey’s troops, veterans and their fami-
lies with a donation. For information
on where to donate, and to learn about
services and opportunities to get in-
volved, visit bondsofcourage.org.

ONE GOOD TURN...Pack 34 Cub Scouts from Evergreen School in Scotch
Plains recently had their Good Turn Pack meeting, where they made Thanksgiv-
ing gift bags for the Heart for Humanity organization to benefit local senior
citizens. Each Cub-decorated bag contained winter gloves, a hat, a puzzle book
and a handwritten note.

POLICE BLOTTER
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Westfield
Monday, November 25, a victim

reported that while inside an es-
tablishment on the 100 block of
East Broad Street, someone un-
known removed her debit card from
her purse and engaged in four sepa-
rate transactions at local busi-
nesses. One transaction was suc-
cessful, causing the victim to suf-
fer a loss of $121.07, while the
other three transactions were un-
successful, according to police.

Tuesday, November 26, a resi-
dent on the 1700 block of Florida
Street reported that someone un-
known entered her parked motor
vehicle in her driveway and ran-
sacked the interior. Nothing was
reported missing at the time of the
report.

Tuesday, November 26, a resi-
dent on the 1700 block of Florida
Street reported that someone un-
known entered his unlocked motor
vehicle in the driveway and re-
moved $20 worth of items. There
are no suspects at this time.

Tuesday, November 26, a resi-
dent of the 1700 block of Florida
Street reported that someone un-
known entered his parked motor
vehicle and removed $45 worth of
items. There are no suspects at this
time.

Tuesday, November 26, a resi-
dent within the 100 block of
Barchester Way reported that
someone unknown attempted to
fraudulently charge merchandise
in the victim’s name on an account
that she never opened. According
to police, the total amount of at-
tempted charges was $611.81.

Tuesday, November 26, a resi-
dent on the 1700 block of Florida
Street reported that someone un-
known entered her unlocked,
parked motor vehicle outside her
home and removed $55 in cash.
There are no suspects at this time.

Tuesday, November 26, Jeffrey
Cope, 44, of Somerset was arrested
on the 400 block of Summit Av-
enue and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS), identified by police
as crack cocaine, and with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was
released with summonses and a
Friday, December 6 court date in
Union County Superior Court.

Wednesday,  November 27,
Nathan G. Wilkerson, 42, of Scotch
Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop in the area of
Prospect Street near East Broad
Street on a Westfield warrant for
$500. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and held
in lieu of bail.

Thursday, November 28, Cheryl
Rosania, 62, of Westfield was ar-
rested in the area of East Broad
Street near Prospect Street and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released to a sober adult.

Friday, November 29, Daniel
Rubenstein, 20, of Colonia was
arrested in the area of Embree Cres-
cent near Eaglecroft Road and
charged with DWI pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released to a sober adult.

Friday, November 29, a resident
of the 200 block of Golf Edge found
a small, clear-colored jewel, pos-
sibly a diamond, at the intersec-
tion of Central Avenue and East
Broad Street.

Saturday, November 30, Randy
Suarez, 31, of West New York was
arrested on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $612
pursuant to a pickup at  the
Ridgefield Police Department.
Suarez was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased on posted bail.

Saturday, November 30, a resi-
dent of the 500 block of Kimball
Avenue reported the theft of a
green-colored, cast iron address
plaque with gold-colored mark-
ings, which had been located in the
front lawn area of the residence.
The plaque had an approximate
value of $100.

Sunday, December 1, Wakiem
Davis, 31, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant for $189 pursuant to a
pickup at the East Orange Police
Department. Davis was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released on posted bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 20, a resi-

dent of the 40 block of Elm Avenue
reported illegal dumping on the
street.

Friday, November 22, a resident
of the 200 block of Coriell Avenue
reported an incident of criminal
mischief after someone threw eggs
at the victim’s house.

Sunday, November 24, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of King Street
reported an unknown person spray
painted his fence.

Sunday, November 24, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of Belvidere
Avenue reported an unknown per-
son spray painted his fence.

Sunday, November 24, a busi-
ness on the 100 block of South
Avenue reported a shoplifting in-
cident in which the suspect left the
store with $160 worth of gum with-

out paying for it.
Wednesday, November 27, Tarell

Strond, 31, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop at East 7th Street and Terrill
Road on an active warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Sunday, December 1, Marquis
Jones, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop at Midway Avenue and Terrill
Road and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana. He was
processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Scotch Plains
Monday,  November 25,

Alexander Gonzalez, 21, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop on
Elizabeth Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, November 27, a pa-
tron at a Park Avenue restaurant
reported that sometime during the
night someone removed his phone,
valued at approximately $300,
from his jacket pocket.

Wednesday, November 27, a resi-
dent of Park Avenue reported that
sometime in the afternoon some-
one removed approximately $500
from her purse, which she had left
in the lobby while she unloaded
groceries.

Thursday, November 28, the
driver of a cab reported that he
picked up four men from Linden
and drove them to Scotch Plains,
and when he asked for the fare
money, the four individuals ran
from the cab.

Friday, November 29, a resident
of Lindsey Lane reported that
someone opened up a credit card
in his name without his authoriza-
tion.

Sunday, December 1, a resident
of Myrtle Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone
scratched his motor vehicle, which
was parked in front of his house.

Sunday, December 1, Samone
Yarborough, 25, of Plainfield was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding
$189 warrant issued by the Scotch
Plains Court. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Sunday, December 1, Owen
Markley, 44, of North Plainfield
was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road on an out-
standing $10,000 warrant issued
by the Union County Court. He
was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday,  November 27,

Habeeb O. Musa, 44, of Perth
Amboy was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was processed and released at
the scene.

Wednesday,  November 27,
Cindy Ramirez-Vargas, 37, of
Bridgewater was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after
a motor vehicle stop on Fernwood
Road. She was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Thursday, November 28, a resi-
dent of New Providence Road was
the victim of fraud after she made
two wire transfers, in the amounts
of $1,632 and $1,410, to an ad-
dress in the Dominican Republic.
According to police, the victim
received a call from someone
claiming to be her grandson, who
stated he had been in an automo-
bile accident and was being held
by police in the Dominican Re-
public until he paid for the dam-
ages.

After the victim wired the money,
she realized her grandson was at
home in Berkeley Heights, police
said. Authorities advised the vic-
tim to try and cancel the wire trans-
fers.

Saturday, November 29, a wallet
was turned in to police by a NJ
Transit bus driver who found it
under a bench at a stop at the cor-
ner of Route 22 and New Provi-
dence Road. Police attempted to
contact the owner of the wallet,
but were unsuccessful.

Saturday, November 30, a pedes-
trian was struck while attempting to
cross Route 22 at Glen Road at ap-
proximately 5:04 p.m. According to
police, the driver of the vehicle stated
he was traveling 45 miles per hour
when he saw the pedestrian in the
middle of the highway, and was un-
decided about which direction to go,
causing the driver to strike the pe-
destrian with the passenger-side front
quarter panel.

An eyewitness stated that the
driver of the vehicle had passed
him on the right before re-entering
the left lane just prior to striking
the victim, and was traveling ap-
proximately 55 miles per hour, po-
lice reported. The victim, a 36-
year-old male from Plainfield, was
transported to University Hospital
in Newark with a head injury, au-
thorities said. No summonses have
been filed and the incident is under
investigation.


