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Menendez Votes for Rules
Change to Stop Filibusters

THANKSGIVING TRADITION...The Warinanco Ice Skating Center was the
scene of the annual "Turkey Bowl" on Friday. Visitors from all over came to
participate in the annual Thanksgiving Broom Bowl Challenge, a combination of
the games of broomball and bowling. The event  is sponsored each year by the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.  Pictured, from left to right, are:
Freeholder Sergio Granados with the winners, John Matias of Kenilworth,
winner in the 12-17-year-old category; Daren Rakowski of Linden, winner in the
8-11-year-old category, and Aidan Parris, winner in the 4-7 year old category. In
back is Donna Hayden, manager of the Warinanco Skating rink in Roselle, and
Union County Deputy County Manager William Reyes.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) last
month voted in favor of changes to
United States Senate rules to over-
come what his news release charac-
terized as “Republicans’ unparalleled
obstruction of qualified nominees to
judicial and executive posts.” He re-
leased the following statement.

“The American people have had
enough. Enough of the gridlock, in-
action and disregard for the concerns
of middle-class families. This is not a
decision made easily, but the abuse of
rules and the unprecedented obstruc-
tion against this President by the other
side have brought us here. We must
return to the people’s business,” Sen.
Menendez said in statement.

“We cannot continue to punish the
federal courts and anyone who is
waiting for their day in court. The
founding fathers trusted the Senate
with the confirmation of nominees
and the President with filling vacan-
cies as they appear. True to his duty,
the President has been nominating
highly qualified nominees to vacant
positions throughout the country. Yet
the country has watched Republi-
cans circumvent regular order and
refuse to consider nominees at an
unprecedented rate. Our country can-
not function if the Senate cannot ful-

fill even its basic Constitutional duty.
“We have repeatedly tried to work

with our colleagues and we have
used every other option possible.
Earlier this year, both sides agreed
to consider certain nominees and
give these qualified candidates up or
down votes in a timely manner by
unanimous consent, except in ex-
traordinary circumstances. Later,
Republicans abandoned any pretext
for delay and announced that they
would not consider any nominees to
the District of Columbia Circuit
Court and they blocked qualified
executive nominees including Mel
Watt — the first time since the Civil
War that a sitting member of Con-
gress has been filibustered. Their
refusal is not because they believe
any of the nominees to be unquali-
fied, but because they want to ob-
struct action in the Senate and focus
on unrelated political issues.

“That is why [on November 21], I
voted to create a new Senate prece-
dent to allow the Senate to fulfill its
Constitutional duty and decide non-
Supreme Court nominees on a ma-
jority vote. This change in precedent
will restore the right of any majority,
whether it is Democrat or Republi-
can, to operate as the American people
expect us to.”

Rep. Holt Looking for
Interns for Offices

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) is currently ac-
cepting applications for Congressional
internships in his offices in West
Windsor and Washington, D.C. for the
spring of 2014. Interns may currently
be in high school, college, or beyond.

Many interns are able to arrange
academic credit for their work, and
all gain invaluable experience and
individual attention to their personal
and professional development. Con-
gressional interns are selected on a
competitive basis and contribute in
many ways to the Congressman’s
work for central New Jersey, includ-
ing aiding in legislative research, at-
tending congressional hearings, help-
ing address New Jerseyans’ prob-
lems with federal agencies, conduct-
ing community outreach, and help-
ing with administrative duties.

Further information is available at
holt.house.gov. The application dead-
line is Thursday, December 12.

The Congressional District includes
all of Fanwood and most of Scotch Plains.

Residents Encouraged
To Sign Up for 1st Alert

COUNTY — With winter fast ap-
proaching, the Union County Board
of Freeholders and the Office of Emer-
gency Management encourages those
who have not signed up for the UC
First Alert Emergency Notification
System to sign up as soon as possible.

UC First Alert provides Union
County emergency management of-
ficials with the ability to quickly de-
liver messages to targeted areas or
the entire county and alert residents
during emergency situations. This can
be done either by text message or e-
mail. First Alert can also be used to
notify residents about special events,
traffic issues and other items, if so
desired. It is offered as an opt-in
service to residents and as a shared
service to municipalities.

Animal Cruelty Bill
OK’d By Committee
TRENTON — Legislation cracking

down on animal cruelty by ensuring
that domestic animals are provided with
necessary care was advanced by the
Assembly Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee  on Monday.
The bill, A-2694, would amend animal
cruelty law to clarify that failure to
provide necessary care is a criminal
offense and a civil offense under the
state’s animal cruelty laws.

The measure now awaits consider-
ation by the full Assembly.


