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OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

HAVE YOU STUMBLED INTO A

TAX MESS

                 YOU NEED A PROFESSIONAL 
                   Consultation is free, call today 
 
                 Daniel Cullinane CPA 
               16 Wernik Place, Metuchen, NJ 08840 
                               732-516-1648 
MBA in taxation CPA NJ, NY, Fla  35 years experience 
                   www.DanielCullinanecpa.com 

Westfield's newest hotspot

offering the most unique gifts...EVER!

"a unique, chic encounter"

Entire

 Purchase
Excludes artwork. Coupon must be presented at time of

purchase. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/15/14.

10% off
Jewelry

Home Goods

Artwork

Clothing

Stationery

Kids

Accessories

Bath/Body

Pet

Monthly

Special Events!

Parking available along
Westfield Avenue and

South Avenue

439 South Avenue, West
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.1895
GalleryUWestfield@gmail.com

Gallery U Boutique is a Vocational Training Site providing retail and business opportunities

for people with traumatic brain injuries.  Services provided by Universal Institute.

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

SCOTCH PLAINS INTERNAL MEDICINE

(908) 233-9020
2253 South Ave. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

YOUR MEDICAL NEEDS
We would like to welcome Dr. Nala, formerly 
a medical educator at Muhlenberg Medical
Center to Scotch Plains Internal Medicine.

Dr. Nala has taken over Dr. Paul Lewinter’s 
office who was in practice for over 50 yrs. 

We are accepting new patients, 
and would be happy to provide 

your total family medical needs. 

We also accept 
most insurances. 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Randolph Mayor Eying Run
For Congress in District 3

Randolph Township Mayor Tom
MacArthur, a Republican, is pursu-
ing a run to fill the Congressional seat
slated to be vacated by second term
U.S. Rep. Jon Runyan (R-3),
PolitickerNJ has reported.

Also considering a candidacy is
Steve Lonegan, who would move from
Bergen County to Ocean County. He
told politickernj.com he would run for
the seat only if Republican leadership
wants him, noting that he won 54
percent of Ocean County in his loss to
Cory Booker in the special U.S. Sen-
ate election in October.

Other Republicans eying the seat
are state Assemblyman David Wolfe
(R-10th, Brick) and Berkeley Town-
ship Council President James Byrnes.
Burlington County Freeholder Aimee
Belgard, a Democrat, is also running.

The Third Congressional covers
parts of Burlington, Camden and
Ocean Counties.

White House Delays Lunch
Of Small-Business Exchange
The White House has delayed the

launch of its online small-business
exchange by a year, The Hill reported
last Wednesday. The delay is seen as
another setback for the troubled en-
rollment process of President
Obama’s signature healthcare law,
the Healtthcare Affordability Act bet-
ter known as Obamacare.

“Once again, President Obama
has unilaterally delayed another
major portion of ObamaCare, and
once again, he has tried to bury bad
news around a holiday hoping no-
body will notice,” House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor (R-Va.) said in
a statement.

Christie to Allow Carriers
To Decide to Extend Policies

The Christie administration will
allow insurance companies to
makethe decision on whether to honor
existing policies for 800,000 people
who were notified they would be
losing health care overage because of
the requirements of the Affordable
Care Act (ACA)/Obamacare, The Star
Ledger has reported.

President Barack Obama asked
governors and state insurance com-
missioners to preserve for a year the
policies that five million people across
the country were expected to lose
because the plans did not meet ACA’s
minimum standards.

“Today Commissioner Ken
Kobylowski of Banking and Insur-
ance did what President Obama
should have done from the begin-

ning: allow the free market – not the
government – to decide the fate of
health insurance plans impacted by
new Obamacare regulations,” accord-
ing to Colin Reed, Governor Chris
Christie’s spokesman.

AmeriHealth New Jersey spokes-
woman Jill Roman said the company
was weighing its options.

Sweeney Rips Christie for
Not Supporting Dream Act

Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-
3rd, Gloucester) has accused Gover-
nor Chris Christie of reneging on a
campaign promise to sign The Dream
Act, legislation that would give un-
documented students the opportunity
to pay in-state tuition rates at state
colleges, politickernj.com has re-
ported.

“When he was running for gover-
nor he supported it and now that he is
running for president, he does not,”
Sen. Sweeney said.

Appearing on 101.5 FM’s
monthly Ask the Governor radio
program, Governor Christie said,
“They’re over reaching and making
it unsignable and making the ben-
efits richer than the federal pro-
gram, the federal Dream Act, that’s
simply not acceptable for me...They
have time to change that (legisla-
tion) between now and January 14.
If they do, I will (sign it), if they
don’t, I won’t.”

Lesniak Praises Launch of
Internet Gaming InN.J.

As Internet gaming became avail-
able to the public in New Jersey last
week, state Senator Raymond J.
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), a prime
sponsor of legislation allowing At-
lantic City’s casinos to offer online
gambling, praised the start of Internet
gaming.

“This is the start of a great op-
portunity for Atlantic City and the
casinos. Internet gaming will send
an economic lifeline to the casinos
by producing more jobs and addi-
tional revenue and it will generate
more financial activity for Atlan-
tic City and the state,” Sen. Lesniak
said.

 “This is the future of gaming. It
will position our casinos to be the
‘Silicon Valley of Internet gam-
ing’ by placing them at the hub of
future expansion into other states
and lays the foundation for a $50-
billion international marketplace.
We look forward to making Internet
gaming a success and on building
on that success for a future that is
bright and prosperous,” Sen.
Lesniak said.

Lance Votes to Speed Up
Nat. Gas Pipeline Approvals
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week
backed a House measure to expedite
natural gas pipeline approvals and
potentially expand the East Coast’s
constrained gas delivery system at a
time when New Jersey consumers
and businesses are increasingly rely-
ing upon natural gas for both heating
and electricity.

“New Jersey has experienced a se-
vere shortage of natural gas supplies
that has resulted in steep increases in
prices on consumers and businesses
alike,” Rep. Lance said. “Today’s
(November 22) House-passed bill will
expand our constrained gas delivery
system by reducing red tape and regu-
latory burdens. By making these com-
mon-sense reforms, this legislation
will allow new pipelines to come
online safely and efficiently, lower-
ing energy bills for New Jersey house-
holds and businesses.”

H.R 1900, the “the Natural Gas
Pipeline Permitting Reform Act,”
would streamline the permitting pro-
cess for natural gas pipelines,
strengthening our energy infrastruc-
ture to accommodate increased do-
mestic production and use of natural
gas in manufacturing and other sec-
tors. The bill modernizes existing

procedures to ensure that needed natu-
ral gas infrastructure is brought online
quickly, efficiently and in compli-
ance with all required laws and regu-
lations.

Passage of the bill comes at a time
when New Jersey is struggling to
address growing demand for natural
gas and supply constraints created by
tight pipeline capacity, according to
a press release from the Congress-
man. These constraints, he said, have
led to shortages and price spikes dur-
ing the peak demand periods, such as
extended winter cold snaps, helping
to drive the Garden State’s already
high energy costs even higher.

“American-made energy production
is one of the brightest spots in today’s
U.S. economy. As innovation leads to
even greater production, lawmakers
must work together to bring this in-
creased energy production to consum-
ers and businesses in a timely, safe and
efficient manner. Today’s bipartisan
action in Congress will help lower
energy costs and bring certainty and
jobs across the country while also
ensuring responsible environmental
protections,” Rep. Lance said.

Rep. Lance is a member of the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Tolls on Bridges, Tunnels
Into NYC Jump Again

REGION — Drivers are paying
more to cross Port Authority bridges
and tunnels as part of a plan to raise
tolls over a period of five consecu-
tive years. This is the third consecu-
tive year of toll hikes with more
planned for 2014 and 2015, accord-
ing to news reports.

E-Z Pass charges will increase by
75-cents at the George Washington,
Bayonne, Goethals, and Outerbridge
Crossing bridges and at the Lincoln
and Holland tunnels. Off-peak tolls
will increase to $9 and peak tolls will
increase to $11. Cars paying cash
will still pay $13.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
(D-19th, Sayreville), chairman of the
Assembly Transportation, Public
Works and Independent Authorities
Committee, criticized the toll hike.

“Sunday’s Port Authority toll hike
is the third of five, which will end up
resulting in a 50 percent toll increase
at a time of stagnant wages and neg-

ligible inflation,” Asm. Wisniewski
said. “It comes from an agency whose
management has been described as
dysfunctional, that operates with
minimal accountability and no trans-
parency, and that has lost sight of
what it means to serve the public.

“This is an agency that needs to
open its books and its operations to
public scrutiny if it has any hope of
regaining public confidence. If it
doesn’t it may well be time for Con-
gress to reassess the authority it
granted to the agency when it created
it nearly 100 years ago.”

Tolls for trucks with E-Zpass are
up $10 to $55 for 5-axle at off-peak
hours and $60 for peak times. The
toll  without E-ZPass is $85.

The Port Authority board of com-
missioners approved the increases in
August 2011, saying its revenues have
been down due to a decling cummuter
base at the crossings from New Jer-
sey into NewYork City.

GOP Poll: Christie
Ahead of Clinton

REGION – Governor Chris
Christie leads former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton in Iowa, ac-
cording to a new poll from the Re-
publican firm Harper Polling. The
poll was reported by The Hill.

Gov. Christie’s lead over Mrs.
Clinton in Iowa, an important  swing
state, is 43 to 38 percent.

CF Woman Charged With
Attempted Murder of Kids

Christie Appoints O’Dowd
State’s Attorney General

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie on Monday nominated his
current chief of staff, Kevin O’Dowd,
attorney general and Regina Egea,
currently director of the authorities
unit, chief of staff .

“Kevin has served me extremely
well over the last 10 years,” Gov.
Christie said during a Statehouse
news conference. “We began to
work together in January of 2003 at
the U. S. Attorney’s office and
worked on some of the most sig-
nificant matters that my office
handled during my term at the U.S.
Attorney’s office.”

Mr. O’Dowd has been chief of staff
for two years, having taken over for
Rich Bagger of Westfield. His wife,
Mary O’Dowd, is commissioner of
the Department of Health.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) commented on
the appointment.

“I’ve known Mr. O’Dowd to be
one of the most dedicated and de-
voted servants to the people of New
Jersey, in his leadership position in
this administration and his tenure in
the U.S. Attorney’s office. Kevin is
abundantly qualified to lead the state
Department of Law and Public Safety
for the next four years,” Sen. Kean
said. “New Jerseyans can rest as-
sured that Gov. Christie has once
again nominated the right person to
ensure the protection of our families
and communities. As the industry of
criminality continues to evolve, spe-

cifically with the advent of new tech-
nology, I look forward to working
with Attorney General O’Dowd on
measures to protect children and keep
New Jersey safe.”

Likewise, Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) said,“I
have had the pleasure of working
with Kevin for several years now and
I can say that he is the ultimate pro-
fessional. He is courteous, respon-
sive and willing to listen, even in
areas where we have vigorously dis-
agreed. I look forward to working
with Kevin in his new capacity and
wish him the best of luck.”

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) re-
sponded, “I would like to thank John
Hoffman for his professionalism and
class as the acting attorney general.
Mr. Hoffman has the thanks of our
entire state and my personal grati-
tude for his work.

“Congratulations to Kevin
O’Dowd. Kevin is an outstanding
lawyer and a person of the utmost
integrity. We are very lucky to have
people like John Hoffman and Kevin
O’Dowd who are willing to serve.
Credit must also be given to the
Governor for appointing the best
and the brightest to be part of New
Jersey government. The new chief
of staff, Regina Egea, is an out-
standing individual, very intelligent
and a class act. She is another ter-
rific addition to the leadership of
our state.”

CRANFORD – A Cranford woman
has been charged with attempted mur-
der in connection with an incident in
which she allegedly set her vehicle on
fire with two children inside on Octo-
ber 26, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Grace H. Park and New Jersey State
Police Superintendent Rick Fuentes
announced Tuesday.

Narcissa Zuber, 48, additionally is
charged with aggravated arson and child
endangerment. Zuber was arrested as
she was discharged on Friday from St.
Barnabas Medical Center in Livinston,
and transferred to Union County jail in
lieu of $800,000 bail, according to
Union County Assistant Prosecutors
John Esmerado and Robert Vanderstreet
and a Star-Ledger report.

A joint investigation by the
prosecutor’s office and the Troop E
Criminal Investigation Office and the
Arson Unit of the New Jersey State
Police determined that Zuber alleg-
edly set her minivan on fire along a
section of the Garden State Parkway
in Clark late last month. The children
in the vehicle at the time were rushed
to the hospital for treatment of inju-

ries; they since have been discharged
and are continuing to recover.

The identity of the victims, which The
Ledger reported are 7-year-old twins,  is
not being disclosed due to their age, and
the investigation into this incident re-
mains active.

 Zuber’s husband, Ron Zuber,  direc-
tor of the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Community Re-
newal, has taken a leave of absence.

“This is an unspeakable tragedy.
Our  thoughts and prayers go out to
Ron and his children,” said county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.


