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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOVELY WEATHER...A horse-drawn carriage crosses in front of the municipal building in Scotch Plains during the
holiday celebration on Sunday afternoon, officially marking the start of the holiday season.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIDDYUP!...At Scotch Plains' holiday celebration on Sunday afternoon, kids
spend time waiting for Santa's arrival by taking turns on the back of a pony.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HO, HO, HO...Santa discusses wish lists with young admirers while making a stop
in Cranford on Friday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Planning Bd. to Vote On
Stop & Shop Expansion
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The planning
board heard the final testimony and
comments from residents on Mon-
day night at its 11th hearing for Stop
& Shop’s application to expand and
renovate its Elm Street store.

As previously reported, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office
buildings at 203 and 195 Elm Street
to enlarge the parking area and in-
crease the store’s square footage from
35,426 square feet to 53,555 square
feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons law firm in Newark is repre-
senting Stop & Shop, while Ronald
Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski &
Holobinko in Red Bank is represent-
ing objector James Hughes of Mas-
sachusetts Street.

In November it was revealed that
Mr. Hughes’ objection is being funded
by Village Supermarkets (see
www.goleader.com/13nov21/
08.pdf). Mr. Geneslaw once again
stated his objection as to Mr. Hughes’
standing in this issue, given that it
was revealed in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he does not own
the property on Massachusetts Street
and he has failed to appear to testify
in the matter.

Special board attorney Robert
Cockren said that he will review the
new information, but that “courts in
New Jersey are quite liberal on stand-
ing” and that he believes Mr. Hughes
does not have to be a property owner.

Of the approximately 30 specta-
tors in the audience, 15 of them ap-
proached the microphone to speak in
favor of the project. While a handful
of residents wanted to see the build-
ing façade and lighting be made to

keep with the neighborhood, no one
objected to the project.

Tim Harrington said he believes, “This
is getting to be a restraint of trade.”

Dean Rud said that “our town de-
serves a beautified Stop & Shop,” and
that “the opposition seems a little un-
American.”

Elm Street resident Julie Diddell said
that she feels the store should have been
improved over the years by Stop &
Shop, and urged the board to pick the
best parking plan out of what was pre-
sented by both the applicant and the
objector.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
that in addition to an improved grocery
store being needed in the downtown,
Stop & Shop has always been a good
member of the community, supporting
charitable causes and community
events.

Residents of the condominiums on
Prospect Street, which back up to the
Stop & Shop, also voiced their sup-
port of the project, saying that they
walk to the store and that the store has
already addressed any current or po-
tential noise issues.

Nelson Place resident Sharon
Stockwell said, “We are not con-
cerned about increased traffic or park-
ing.”

Additionally, cross-examination by
Joseph Staiger, the objector’s traffic
expert, was completed. Mr. Staiger
had previously offered three alterna-
tive parking plans. He testified that
he feels his parking plans are supe-
rior to the applicant’s because it takes
the tractor trailer traffic away from
the front of the store.

Mr. Gasiorowski wanted to recall
his sound expert, but Mr. Geneslaw

WF Council Approves
Resolution For ’14 Sewer Tax

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its meeting
Tuesday night, the Westfield Town
Council approved an amendment
to a town ordinance regarding sew-
ers and sewage disposal.

The ordinance was amended au-
thorizing the town to charge a sewer
utility fee in 2014. The council an-
ticipates the fees to be similar in
structure to those of the last two
years.

Last year, residents of single- and
multi-family residences were
charged $170; residents of condos
and townhouses were charged $135;
residents of apartments were
charged $100, and business owners
were charged $315.

During the council’s conference
session before the public meeting,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea

stated that the council’s finance
committee is working with Hatch
Mott MacDonald, an engineering
consulting firm based out of Iselin,
which is analyzing water consump-
tion in Westfield. Its goal is to as-
certain if a consumption payment
model is more equitable to resi-
dents and businesses in town.

Councilman David Haas, a mem-
ber of the Finance Committee, com-
mented on the process during the
conference meeting. “In the [fi-
nance committee] meeting we were
discussing that we expect, in Janu-
ary, to have some determination
based on the data we are getting…I
think it’s important to let the public
know we are looking at that and we
will get to that presumably in the
first quarter of next year.”

Mr. Haas then questioned whether
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPTV Manager Seeks Equipment
Purchases As Upgrades Continue

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council was told this week that it
may need to spend $75,000 to $90,000
next year for new equipment and other
upgrades for Scotch Plains Television
(SPTV).

Station Manager Robert Duthaler —
whose firm, Duke Multimedia Produc-
tions, was hired by the township earlier
in the year to operate the station —
briefed the council about the state of
the network, which was plagued for
several months this year by poor sound
quality and other programming prob-
lems. He listed a variety of changes that
have been made, including repairing
the sound issues most evident during

live telecasts of the council’s meetings.
He also said the bulletin board is now
more fully operational, with 80 differ-
ent informational slides being broad-
cast. Mr. Duthaler said SPTV is work-
ing with the library and other commu-
nity organizations to post information
about their programs and activities.

He also told the council that a video-
on-demand library of council sessions
is available not only on the township’s
website but also on a YouTube webpage
(youtube.com/scotchplainsnjtv). SPTV
itself also has a new e-mail address at
sptv@scotchplainsnj.com. Mr.
Duthaler said the station now has a
uniform program schedule that he hopes
will soon be posted on the township’s
website.

“Everything I hear is all positive,”
commented Mayor Kevin Glover after
Mr. Duthaler’s presentation. “We’ve
made light years of progress.”

Duke Multimedia currently is loan-
ing SPTV some equipment because of
the age and increasing obsolescence of
the station’s existing equipment. And
the mayor said an investment in new
equipment will be needed. Mr. Duthaler
listed several purchases, costing be-
tween $75,000 and $90,000, that he
wanted the governing body to autho-
rize — including cameras, monitors,
an editing system, server upgrades and
technical equipment — and joked that
a “museum will look to us” for aging
equipment for their displays.

The mayor, noting that the station’s
licensing agreements with Comcast and
Verizon are up for renewal soon, said
that perhaps money from the licensing
fees the two cable outlets pay to the
township could be used to finance at
least some of those equipment pur-
chases.

Councilman Michael Marcus ex-
pressed concern about the station’s
ability to provide vital information
during a weather emergency or some
other type of crisis, but Mr. Duthaler,
whose responsibilities at SPTV are not
on a full-time basis, said announce-
ments could be posted remotely and
that, if a camera crew was needed on an
urgent basis, nearby towns with sta-
tions operated by Duke Multimedia
could pitch in to assist.

Councilman William Vastine said he
was pleased SPTV had again started
broadcasting weekly masses from St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and said church offi-
cials had expressed to him some inter-
est in perhaps providing other types of
programming as well. Mr. Vastine said
other houses of worship in Scotch Plains
might be interested in providing pro-
gramming of their own and, in the
process, helping to offset some of the
costs of operating the station. Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 8
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-7, 18
Obituary ........ 18

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-16
Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds ..... 17
A&E .............. 21-22

BREAKING GROUND…Pictured, left to right, Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi; Neil Sullivan, President, Westfield Senior Housing Corp., which will
operate the Village at Garwood; and Karen Simon, Executive Director, Westfield
Senior Housing, break ground on December 3 for the Village at Garwood. The
83,000-square-foot, 72-unit affordable senior citizen housing facility is being built
on the site of the former St. Anne’s School (320-324 Second Avenue) in Garwood.

Fanwood Council Investigates
Curbside Recycling for Borough
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil began a discussion about the
borough’s recycling center during Tues-
day night’s agenda meeting.

The subject arose in light of a letter
the council received from the Fanwood
Lions Club, a charitable organization
dedicated to serving the visually im-
paired, in part by collecting and recy-
cling used eyewear. The Lions wrote to
persuade the council that Fanwood still
benefits from its recycling center.

According to Fanwood’s website,

the borough is the only municipality in
Union County to use a centralized re-
cycling center rather than a curbside
recycling pick-up program. The recy-
cling center is a non-profit operation
maintained by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Recycling Association, which is

composed of some 20 individual non-
profit organizations and church groups.
Residents from any town can bring
their recyclables to the center, where
volunteers and workers sort, prepare
and then recycle the items by selling

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Senior Housing
Breaks Ground in Garwood
GARWOOD — Westfield Senior

Housing Corp. representatives joined
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi on
Tuesday at a groundbreaking for The
Village at Garwood, a three-story com-
plex for seniors on the site of the former
St. Anne’s School. The new facility
will feature on-site parking, laundry
facilities, and a recreation room.

“The Village at Garwood will ad-
dress the need in central Union County
for people 62 and older to ‘age in place’
among family and friends,” said Karen
Simon, executive director of Westfield
Senior Housing, which will operate the
facility. “Our mission is to provide
safe, affordable housing and a wide
variety of services that enable seniors
to remain in their homes as long as
possible.”

The Village at Garwood is funded by
a Federal Home Loan grant provided
through Two River Community Bank
of Westfield, the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) 202 program, low income hous-
ing tax credits, a New Jersey Housing
and Mortgage Finance Agency con-

struction loan, and the Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing Corp.

“When it opens, this facility will
extend the independence of senior citi-
zens through the provision of comfort-
able, affordable housing in conjunc-
tion with social and recreational activi-
ties,” said Neil Sullivan, president of
Westfield Senior Housing. “We are very
much looking forward to the opening
of this new facility in early 2015 and
thank the generous funders who are
helping to make this vision a reality.”

The architectural design is being done
by Steven S. Cohen Architects, and the
builder is Del-Sano Contracting Corp.
The opening of the facility is planned
for the first quarter of 2015.

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation extends the independence
of senior citizens through the provision
of comfortable, affordable housing in
conjunction with social and recreational
activities. The organization offers con-
gregate services, including meals, per-
sonal assistance, medication assistance,
and housekeeping support to the frail
elderly.


