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GARWOOD – The owners of the
virtually abandoned industrial
sites on North and South Av-
enues are so far not interested in
selling their properties for the
price buyers are willing to pay,
according to Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi.

“One wants to hold on to it until
he gets the money that he wants,”
she said. “It is very frustrating.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi, the borough’s
first Republican female mayor,
delivered a “state of the bor-
ough” address last Thursday at
The Pointe. She spent most of
her prepared remarks explaining
the borough council’s actions re-
garding the controversial ath-
letic field complex and attempts
to partner with neighboring towns
to share public services.

But residents at the senior resi-
dence complex’s clubhouse
seemed most interested in ef-
forts to replace the industrial
sites occupied by the Standard
Nipple Works and Garwood Pa-
perboard factories on North Av-
enue and the Casale Industries
plant on South Avenue.

“We really can’t move on it
unless we can get the owners of
the properties interested in sell-
ing,” Mayor Quattrocchi said
about redeveloping those prop-
erties. “The paperboard plant,
for example, is one that our bor-
ough engineer gets inquiries
about on a regular basis.”

She said she and planning board
member and former council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio also
have met with interested par-
ties. At one point, there was a
buyer, developer, a contract and
a “beautiful project,” but talks
with the owner fell through. She
said the same scenario happened

a second time.
“Unfortunately, the owner

wants the amount of money he
wants and he feels that the real
estate market has improved and
he’ll be able to get what he wants
without having to spend any
money to clean up that property.
That kind of scares people away,”
the mayor said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said taking
property through eminent do-
main is not a good idea because
the borough would have to raise
the money to purchase it or re-
claim it if the owner did not want
to sell.

“Do we really, at this point in
time, with a borough the size of
Garwood, want to get involved in
something like that?” she asked.
“Or is it better for us to sit and
wait a little while and get the
right developer to come in who is
willing to – with investors – bring
in the right project, which could
be a mixed-use like we have up
front, where you have retail
stores and apartments.”

Other highlights from Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s address:

The borough is continuing to
investigate shared services, not-
ing that Garwood has shared a
board of health with Westfield
since her children were in school.
Mrs. Quattrocchi said she went
and visited two dispatch services,
but “wasn’t real excited” about
what she heard.

“Here in Garwood our dispatch,
our policemen, they know every-
body,” she said. “If you call up
with a problem you get a pretty
fast return on your phone call.”
She said she has not heard back
from Union County or Westfield
about the cost and added that it
is hard to measure how much
dispatch is costing the borough.

While she mentioned the pro-
posed merger of Scotch Plains

spreader. The new dump truck will
replace a 28-year-old vehicle and
will be used to plow and salt, carry
debris from storms, pull the wood
chipper and leaf bag and haul
materials, such as sand, gravel
and dirt. Mr. Mathieu voted no,
saying he was “alarmed at the
debt increase we’re undertaking
here in Garwood,” particularly with
the Athletic Field Complex. “I’m
just kind of old fashioned. You
spend money on something, you
don’t spend money on something
else. You don’t just borrow more.”

Ms. Todisco reiterated that if the
borough had the cash to purchase
the dump truck, it would do so. “I
do not feel that the needs of the
town should be ignored because
some are upset about the Athletic
Field Complex, and I feel as though
this is something financially the
borough can handle.”

— Council members approved
5-1 raises for more than 15 non-
union employees. Mr. Mathieu
voted no as part of his continuing
effort against tax increases and
spending that he does not feel the
borough can afford.

and Fanwood’s police depart-
ments, she said she did not know
how much a similar move would
save the borough considering
Garwood’s police officers make
less than neighboring towns.

“Towns really don’t want to
share services,” she said. “It
sounds wonderful, but really, at
the end of the day, it’s going to
take here in New Jersey a good
amount of time for towns and
their residents to get on board.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the ath-
letic field complex is a little be-
hind schedule, but almost every-
thing has been completed with
the exception of the building,
which should be going up soon.
She said there has only been one
unforeseen expense – $12,500
for additional soil testing. The
borough held a special meeting
on August 16 to authorize the
expenditure, which is being split
between the borough and the
insurance company. Bond con-
tingencies cover the cost.

Elsewhere during her presen-
tation, the mayor addressed how
NJ Transit recently announced
that, starting in the spring, some
Raritan Valley Line commuters
will be able to travel directly to
New York Penn Station without
transferring in Newark during
non-peak hours. Mrs. Quattrocchi
praised the one-seat ride and
the economic benefit it will have
on Garwood. She said that in
order for Garwood to have more
stops, NJ Transit would have to
“cannibalize” stops in Westfield,
where more people take the train.

“If we can get somebody to
come in, such as the high-end
apartments with people working
in the city, and ridership on the
train line were to increase
(significantly)…would we get an
extra stop? I’m sure.”
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Athletic Field Complex, Shared Servicesremoval or street lights.

“I think the taxation system is
very unfair to people that are
new in town, to new construction
and to people that have remod-
eled their homes,” said Tom
Pedas, adding that some condo
owners are paying as much as
$14,000 a year. “We’re being
punished because we’re being
taxed at a higher rate.

“When you say that the town
would have to burden the cost of
this reevaluation, no one asked
me if I was willing to burden the
$3.2 million Athletic Field Com-
plex, which, as you know, I am
very much against.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt noted
that The Pointe condominium
complex was approved with re-
strictions, such as an age re-
quirement, and suggested the
developer did not adequately in-
form buyers.

Ms. Switzer said that The Pointe
is assessed fairly based on recent
sales, and that there are several
single-family home owners who
pay more than the senior resi-
dents. She recently reevaluated
the property and said the Pointe
would not see a decrease if a
reassessment was done.

Council President and Finance
Chairwoman Sara Todisco rec-
ommended the council take an
informal vote on the reassess-
ment at a future meeting, but she
said she was not in support of the
move, primarily because of the
cost, which would amount to $22-
$23 per $100,000 of assessed
property value per year for five
years.

“When those residents here in
Garwood have to pay, every single
resident and every single com-
mercial property owner as well,
has to pay for a reevaluation, you
can tell them that the cost is irrel-
evant,” she told Mr. Mathieu.

In other meeting news:
— Council members approved

5-1 a $170,000 bond to purchase
a new dump truck, plow and

Garwood Council Continued

Washington College
Announces Dean’s List

CHESTERTOWN, Md. - Wash-
ington College has announced
its Dean’s List for the Spring
2013 semester. Dean’s List stu-
dents are recognized for their
academic excellence and have
achieved a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher for the semes-
ter.

Jacqueline Hertz of Cranford,
Class of 2013, an English major
and creative writing and sec-
ondary education minor, was
named to the Dean’s List.


