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GARWOOD – Tax Assessor
Annmarie Switzer recommended
against re-evaluating property
values at Tuesday’s borough
council meeting, arguing the ac-
tion carried a high risk of in-
creased county taxes without pro-
viding much benefit to the mu-
nicipality or its taxpayers.

Despite Councilman Jim
Mathieu questioning the “fair-
ness” and “morality” of using an
assessment last conducted in
1984, the other council mem-
bers seemed unwilling to move
forward with the reevaluation,
which Ms. Switzer said would cost
about $200,000 – “a very expen-
sive gamble” – and take two
years to complete.

“There’s no way to predict the
outcome of a reval until it’s actu-
ally completed,” Ms. Switzer said.
“But the one thing I can tell you
is that if our net taxable value
goes up, we will pay more in
county taxes.”

Ms. Switzer said the borough
does not need a reassessment
because recent sales indicate the
borough is within accepted norms
of valuation. She informed the
council that property is assessed
at approximately 28 percent of
its value, a figure determined
annually by state authorities.

Based on a formula set by the
state, 16 towns in the county
have assessed values that differ
more than Garwood’s, she said.
None of them are doing a reval.
She suggested letting some of
the larger towns, such as Union
and Elizabeth, do a reassess-
ment first, so the borough is not
burdened with paying more
county taxes.

Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said property value is
speculative and the best time for
a reassessment would be when

the borough has relatively stable
home values and a lot of sales.
He said had the borough done a
reevaluation in 2007, many of
the homes would be overvalued
based on the current housing
market.

“When you reval, sometimes
you trade what may not be unfair
for another unfairness – because
there’s no guarantee that the
reevaluation is going to be any
better than what has been deter-
mined over the years as the
value,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said waiting for
other towns to reassess is not a
“workable solution,” pointing out
that towns across New Jersey
are doing reevaluations. He has
said the matter could potentially
curb redevelopment since new
businesses may be hit with the
highest taxes in order to subsi-
dize those homeowners who have
seen their property values sky-
rocket but are paying taxes based
on their homes’ value more than
three decades ago.

“At this rate, we’ll reassess
three times a century roughly,
and what I’m just wondering is,
‘how do you have a taxation sys-
tem based on property value
without a periodic reassessment
of that value?’

“We can tax you on all sorts of
things, but we tax you on how
much your house is worth in the
market,” he added. “We have
chosen this taxation system. We
have to update this.”

Mr. Renaud said many com-
mercial property owners have
appealed their taxes and are not
assessed at the same level they
were 30 years ago.

Two residents at The Pointe
spoke out for reevaluation, claim-
ing they are paying a dispropor-
tionate share of the taxes while
not receiving services like snow

Garwood Council Discusses
Merits of Reevaluation

On August 24, the New York
Giants honored the Cranford
Shark Finns for their efforts in
raising over $20,000 for the Spe-
cial Olympics New Jersey this
past spring. The team recog-
nized the Shark Finns on the field
during the first quarter of the
annual Jets-Giants preseason
game.

The Shark Finns were one of
approximately 120 teams to com-
pete in the annual New York Gi-
ants Snow Bowl in March, a flag
football tournament which raises
money to benefit the Special
Olympics New Jersey.

The team is named after, Finn
Morin, the two-year-old son of
Cranford residents Phil and
Maureen Morin. Finn was born in

2003 with Down syndrome.
“We are so proud to support

the Special Olympics New Jer-
sey,” said Phil Morin, a former
Cranford Mayor. “The Giants and
the SONJ are perfect together –
two tremendous organizations
whose efforts on behalf of those
with special needs benefits so
many individuals and families
throughout New Jersey. Our team
can’t wait to get out and com-
pete again in 2014.”

The mission of Special Olympics
New Jersey is to provide year-
round sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of Olym-
pic-type sports for children and
adults with intellectual disabili-
ties, giving them continuing op-
portunities to develop physical

The Cranford Shark Finns Flag Football Team

CR Shark Finns Honored at Jets-Giants Contest
fitness, demonstrate courage, ex-
perience joy and participate in a
sharing of gifts, skills and friend-
ship with their families, other
Special Olympics athletes and the
community.
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