
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, August 29, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

HOPLER RAPS 6 RBI; SPOLJARIC KNOCKS IN 4 RUNS; STRATTON 4 HITS; BROWN 1B, 2B, 3B

St. Alex Clobbers Struggling St. Annies, 14-3, in Playoffs
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No nail biting here as St.
Alexander of the Angels Division
simply overpowered St. Anne of
the Saints Division, 14-3, to win
the opening round of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 23.

At the start of the game St.
Anne’s Jim Killeen said, “Hope
you’re luckier [to us] than [Dave]
Corbin. I asked him to put a spin
on that two touchdown, 16-9
loss on August 14. No luck
though!”

Killeen’s luck continued to taste
sour.

St. Alexander’s bombardment
totaled 20 hits, led by Harold
Hopler, who went 4-for-5 with
six RBI, while Steve Spoljaric

inflicted four runs of damage,
including a three-run triple. Matt
Brown clubbed three hits, in-
cluding a double and three RBI.
Keith Karyczak went 3-for-4 and
scored twice, Rob Stratton went
4-for-4, including a double, and
scored twice. Nate Mangiris and
Frank Apicella slashed a pair of
singles.

St. Alex pitcher Hopler obscured
all of St. Anne’s hopes by yield-
ing just eight hits. Tom Litterio
led St. Anne with two hits and
two RBI, and Killeen also singled
in two runs.

“We lose, we’re staying at the
Sun Tavern in Fanwood perma-
nently,” warned Joe McEvoy af-
ter returning to the dugout empty

handed in the top of the first inning after St. Alexander pulled off a tailor-made double play
highlighted by Hopler, Stratton
and Karyczak.

Success came early for
Alexander in the bottom of the
first when Frank Samuelian was
granted a free pass, Karyczak
pushed an infield single, Stratton
slapped an RBI single and Brown
lofted an RBI sac fly to center.

Then in the third inning,
Karyczak waltzed to first on a
walk, Stratton sizzled a liner up
the middle and Brown clobbered
a two-run double.

“Way to put it in gear,”
Samuelian hollered.

St. Alexander broke the game
wide open in the fourth inning
when four more runs trampled
the plate. Frank Apicella and
Stratton hammered out timely

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos


