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ARRAY OF COLOR...Nyhavn is a district along one of Copenhagen’s canals that
features a long row of brightly-colored 17th and 18th century townhouses.

Plenty To See and Do In
Wonderful, Wonderful Copenhagen

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summer Travel Series

There is a reason why Copenhagen
consistently ranks at, or near the top of
lists of the world’s happiest places —
and you will realize it once you set foot
in this charming, clean, friendly, safe
and very livable city.

This city of 1.2 million, which is
actually situated on an island astride
the Øresund strait, with Sweden just a
few miles to the east, boasts clean air
and drinking water, an apparently very
content — and very blonde — popu-
lace, and delicious and interesting food,
much of it organic.

The Danish capital reminded me a
great deal of Amsterdam, with similar
architecture, pretty streets, less hustle
and bustle than most cities, bikes ga-
lore, canals, lots of great place to eat
and plenty of sights to see. Plus, like the
Dutch capital, you do not need a car in
very-walkable Copenhagen. Bikes are
available as well. Be sure to stay aware
of the heavily-used bike lanes along the
main streets. People of all ages ride
bikes, and some of them ride them very
fast.

The international airport — which
features a shopping area for travelers
on par with The Mall at Short Hills —
is about a 20-minute taxi or metro ride
from the city.

We stayed in the Vesterbro district, a
short walk from the city center where
most tourists congregate. The owner of
our hotel informed us that Vesterbro
was one of Copenhagen’s most vibrant

neighborhoods, and he was right. He
and his staff gave us top-notch restau-
rant recommendations for dinner and
lunch as well as a suggestion for late-
night cocktails at a nearby lounge that
was so wonderful that we returned
there to finish off each day.

At places like Bio Mio, an organic
restaurant, Les Trois Cochons, Paté
Paté and Granola, we were treated to
chicken that seemed to melt in your
mouth, delicious codfish and prawns,
the freshest-tasting vegetables right
down to the best peas on earth, an
amazing array of freshly-baked breads,
a cold cucumber soup that called for
seconds, wonderful cheeses and great
and creative desserts. Lidkoeb provided
a casual and charming atmosphere for
cocktails from a lengthy menu.

If shopping is on your agenda, the
Strøget is the longest pedestrian shop-
ping area in Europe and features pretty
much every retailer imaginable along
with cafes and restaurants and some
street performers. One side note: 7-11s
seem to be all the rage here; during a
10-minute walk into town over the
course of less than a mile, we counted
seven or eight outlets along the same
street! Many of the less-busy streets
also have interesting shops as well,
including Antik Vaben, a cluttered yet

charming antique and memorabilia
shop on Store Kongensgade that fea-
tured a slew of collectibles — pins,
statuettes, medals, uniforms, propa-
ganda—from World War II, mostly
German and Soviet. Alas, the three-
foot high bust of Lenin was too un-
wieldy to bring back on the plane.

A few blocks north lies Kastellet, an
old and well-preserved 400-year-old
fortress that features an old church, a
windmill, barracks and a public park
with beautiful walking trails from which

to observe the wildlife.
Near the top of the park
lies one of Copenhagen’s
most famous landmarks.

I did not know whether
the Little Mermaid statue
would be huge — 10 or
20 feet high — or small,
close to the shoreline or
situated out in the middle
of the harbor. But there
she was, all four feet of
her, just a few steps off the
shore, somewhat unobtru-
sive and unimposing. The
only signs that this
bronze icon (which
marked its 100th birth-
day last week) based on
the Hans Christian
Andersen fairy tale was
here were the small knot
of tourists edging their
way to the shoreline for
photos and a nearby ice
cream vendor.

Back in town, make
sure to head over to one
of the city’s most pic-
turesque spots: Nyhavn,
a district along one of
the canals stemming

from the harbor that features a long
row of brightly-colored 17th and 18th
century townhouses and other build-
ings along with several historic wooden
ships. Some canal tours leave from
here as well. For the best photos, go to
the far end of the canal, away from the
more congested and tourist-filed side.
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LAND AND SEA...The four-foot high Little Mermaid
statue stands in the harbor in Copenhagen.
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TWO-WHEELERS...As in Amsterdam, bicycles are everywhere in Copenhagen.

Another not-to-be-missed spot in
Copenhagen is Tivoli Gardens, located
right in the heart of the city and next to
the central rail station. Part-beautiful
gardens and part-amusement park (the
second oldest amusement park in the
world), the 21-acres of park features
fountains, gardens containing some
400,000 flowers, performing arts ven-
ues and more than 100,000 lights that
illuminate the place at night. The amuse-
ment park’s best-known attraction is its
wooden roller coaster, one of the world’s
oldest. Admission costs 95 Danish
krone, or about $18.

Copenhagen is full of museums, led
by the National Museum, which is
presently featuring a great Viking exhi-
bition that features a 120-foot long
Viking ship that is the world’s longest
Viking ship. You can also tour the
Carlsberg Brewery, the Church of Our
Saviour with its corkscrew spire, the
City Museum that focuses on
Copenhagen’s history and the vast
University Botanical Garden.

Then there’s Christiania. How to
adequately explain this self-proclaimed
84-acre autonomous neighborhood
of about 850 residents that’s smack in
the middle of Copenhagen? It is basi-
cally a large, liberal, progressive com-
mune, with its own laws, populated
mostly by hippies old and young,
artists, craftspeople, bakers, kids and
dogs. Cars are not allowed. What is
permitted here is more wide-ranging
than in the rest of Copenhagen. The
buildings range from ramshackle
homes in need of some attention to
architecturally-interesting cottages.
Much of Christiania is made up of
parkland and lakes, and hiking is one of
the fun things to do here.

As with most cities in Europe, it was
best to just wander aimlessly in
Copenhagen and discover some of its
treasures, big and small. The line, “Won-
derful, wonderful Copenhagen, friendly
old girl of a town” — as sung by Danny
Kaye in the 1952 movie “Hans Chris-
tian Andersen” — aptly sums up this
truly lovely city.

BETTER OUT THAN IN…Westfield resident Izzy Smelkinson, left, and Cranford
resident Zach Love recently completed a sold-out 10 show run of Shrek: The
Musical at the Summit Playhouse. The production, staged by Kaleidoscope
Productions/Pixie Dust Players, starred Zack as the amiable ogre and Izzy as his
trusty sidekick, Donkey.

Westfield Foundation Grant Helps Fund
DWC Internship for Meghan Dunn

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), with
assistance of a Westfield Foundation
grant, hired Meghan Dunn for their
summer intern position. The West-
field Foundation grants provide non-
profit and civic organizations with
financial assistance to provide sum-
mer employment to an area student.

The DWC has been fortunate to
have this assistance available for
many years. Particularly during the
busy summer months, the intern po-
sition is critical to downtown promo-

tional activities such as the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz festivals,
Sidewalk Sale Days, and the Down-
town Westfield 5K and Pizza Ex-
travaganza.

A Westfield resident and 2011
graduate of Westfield High School,
Meghan will be a junior at Boston
College (BC) this fall. Meghan is a
communications major with a minor
in international studies, concentrat-
ing in ethics and social justice.

During the school year, Meghan
volunteers with 4Boston, a weekly

service organization, tutoring elemen-
tary students at a housing project.
This past spring break, she volun-
teered with Appalachia Volunteers at
BC where she traveled to
Mechanicville, Va. to work for Habi-
tat for Humanity.

Meghan has also interned for the
Susan G. Komen North Jersey Affili-
ate, The City of Elizabeth’s Office of
Public Information, and Boston
College’s News and Public Affairs
Office.

This upcoming semester Meghan
will be studying abroad in Prague
where she will have the opportunity
to engage with local Czech high
school students and conduct interna-
tional outreach for Boston College.

Meghan is obtaining valuable work
experience in a small office environ-
ment while interacting with the down-
town business community. Working
closely with Executive Director
Sherry Cronin, Assistant Executive
Director Beth Brenner, and Jamie
Lemberg, Online Marketing Man-
ager, she has been involved in the
planning and promoting of events
such as the Downtown Westfield 5K
and Pizza Extravaganza, Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festivals and
Summer Sidewalk Sales. Meghan will
be finishing her summer employ-
ment focusing on press releases,
Main Street Reporting, and other
special projects.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, formed in 1996, is the man-
agement entity of the Special Im-
provement District. It is governed
by a seven member Board of Direc-
tors, has two full-time and one part-
time staff members, and numerous
volunteers serving on Design, Pro-
motion, Economic Development
and Organization committees. The
vision of the DWC is for Westfield
to be a preferred destination where
people want to live, work, and visit.
Westfield is also honored to be one
of 26 designated Main Street Com-
munities in New Jersey, a program
of the National Trust’s National
Main Street Center.

For the latest happenings, event
information, and promotional of-
fers from Westfield businesses,
check out
www.WestfieldToday.com.

Continuo Arts to Hold Auditions for 2013-14
SUMMIT — Continuo Arts is cur-

rently auditioning for the 2013-14
season and accepting new singers
ages 7 to 70 plus in one of their six
ensembles; Children’s Chorus, Inter-
mediate and Advanced Girls, Boys
Ensemble, Adult Civic Chorale and
Seniors Sing.

There will be free classes for each
ensemble on opening day, Tuesday,
September 3rd at Historic Twin
Maples, 216 Springfield Avenue in
Summit.

Times for the Open House Sing-In
are: Children at 4:30 p.m.; middle
school and high school at 6 p.m. and
adults at 7:30 p.m. Each ensemble
will have performances in local com-
munity concerts, community service
appearances as well as the opportu-
nity to travel and perform in Ireland,
Italy and the Sistina.

The repertoire will include selec-
tions from the Edward’s Requiem;
voiced for SATB chorus and treble
choir, singers of all ages have the
ability to perform in this historic
event.

In addition to an invitation for new
singers to join, Continuo Arts ex-
tends the hand of welcome to non-
singing, art-loving residents in the
Tri-State area to join them on what is
truly a rare and extraordinary oppor-

tunity of a lifetime.
In February 2014, members of the

Continuo Arts Intergenerational Cho-
ral Ensembles and many non-singing
music and art aficionado’s, will travel
to Ireland with stops in Limerick,
Dublin, Waterford, and Wicklo. Then
it is on to Italy with performances in
Assisi, St. Peter’s Basilica and culmi-
nating in the concert experience of a
lifetime inside the Sistene Chapel.

Whether performing or in the au-
dience attending a private concert
surrounded by the world’s great ar-
tistic masterpieces, everyone present
will undoubtedly experience the
transformative power of great music
and art.

Travel and ensemble information
can be found at
www.continuoarts.com. To schedule
an audition, call (908) 264-5324.

CONCERT OF A LIFETIME…New Jersey’s Continuo Arts Foundation has
been invited to present a concert inside the Sistine Chapel and is extending a
welcome to area singers.


