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The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

“The Great Gatsby” 
By Raconteur Radio 

Saturday, September 7 at 2:00 pm 

Come and listen to an excit-
ing, live rendition of the       
F. Scott Fitzgerald classic tale 
of wealth and power in the 
1920’s.  
Raconteur Radio presents 
staged radio dramas, much 
in the same way that the 
Raconteur, a bookstore and performance venue in 
Metuchen, did. Make sure you sign up for this fun, 
highly imaginative reading! 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

  Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar 
link, or call 908.789.4090     

option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

424 St. Marks Avenue
Westfield

908-233-9094
Carolyn@carolynmusic.com

*Comprehensive music CLASSES for 4-6 year olds

*Private PIANO lessons for 5 year olds to adults

** New Offerings ** Classes & Seminars covering
ROCK, JAZZ & POPULAR music

Proud of our
55 years of teaching.

Continuing the tradition of KNOWLEDGEABLE
EDUCATORS, including the present 4 who have

a combined EXPERIENCE of 130 years.

Enrolling for the Fall

Pineda Conservatory Class
Registration Now Open

MUSICAL THEATER…Center Stage Theatre students perform in the Pineda
Conservatory’s production of Guys and Dolls. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Jack Ritter of Westfield, Dylan Randazzo of Cranford, Julian Mone of Westfeld,
and Cheyenne Pellicoro of Greenbrook.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Pineda
Conservatory is currently accepting
registrations for its musical theatre
and musical theatre dance classes.
All classes are held in Scotch Plains
at the First United Methodist Church
with performances held at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre.

Classes are taught by a staff of
professional performers and educa-
tors including Juan Pineda (musical
theatre) who spent over 10 years on
Broadway, Ra-Sean Holloway
(dance) who also performed nation-
ally, most notably with the Radio
City Christmas Spectacular, and
Valerie Pineda (voice) who studied
at Manhattan School of Music and is
founder of Pineda Lyric Opera.
Alumni of the Pineda Conservatory
have gone on to careers in perform-
ing arts and have attended the na-
tions leading universities and con-
servatories.

Classes are offered for grades two
through five, six through eight and
nine through 12. Musical Theatre
classes meet on Wednesdays and
will include a performance in De-
cember and a fully staged show in
June to be held at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club Theatre in Cranford.
Dance classes will focus on musical
theatre dance and will include tech-
nique, ballet and choreography, also
with two performances. Students of
all levels encouraged to participate.

“Our goal is to make you a better
dancer and to give you the perfor-
mance tools you need to show your
skills off at an audition,” said Ra-Sean
Holloway, dance instructor.

For younger performers, the Star-
light Musical Theatre Class for grades
two through five meets Wednesdays
from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. and includes

group songs including duets and trios,
basic stage direction, improvisation and
theatre games. The final performance
for this class is a show especially writ-
ten for the students in the class.

For students in grades six to eight,
the Spotlight Theatre program meets
from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. and includes
solos, duets, trios, scene work, advanced
staging, and improvisation. The end of
the year performance for this class is
You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown.

The Center Stage musical theatre
class for grades nine through 12 in-
cludes advanced scene study, mono-
logues, solo work and three perfor-
mance opportunities including a final
show.

Starlight Dance for grades two
through five meets right before the
Starlight musical theatre class at 4:15
p.m. for those who will participate in
both classes. Thursday Spotlight Dance
for grades five through eight is held at
5 to 6:15 p.m., Center Stage Dance for
ladies meets Thursdays from 6:15 to
7:30 p.m. and the conservatory’s all
Mens Class for grades eight through 12
will be held on Thursday from 7:30 to
8:45 p.m.

“We started the class [Mens Class]
last year and it was an enormous suc-
cess. Young men with an interest in
dance or a desire to become a well
rounded musical theatre performer
participated. We’ve been able to see the
improvements in each performer,” said
Valerie Pineda.

Space in each class is limited and
early registration is encouraged. Stu-
dents registering for more then one
class receive a $50 tuition reduction.

For more about classes and regis-
tration visit
www.pinedaconservatory.com or call
(908) 731-1377.

Tickets on Sale for Autumn
Hay Rides at Trailside

“Lee Daniels’ The Butler”
Sets the Table for Contemplation

3 and ½ popcorns

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets go on
sale beginning Tuesday, September 3,
for autumn hay rides and fun around
the campfire at Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside. Spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, these fun-filled
autumn activities include hay rides,
folk songs around a campfire, hot
chocolate and marshmallows toasted
over the fire.

Hay ride tickets are available at
three locations: every day from noon
to 5 p.m. at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center, 452 New Providence
Road, in Mountainside; weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Union
County Administration Building, De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal, 2nd Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza at Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth;
or at the Colleen Fraser Building, 300

North Avenue East, in Westfield, from
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday; 12:30 to 7:30
p.m. on Thursday; and 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Friday.

No tickets will be sold at the hay
rides. Tickets for these popular out-
ings must be purchased in advance.
Seating for the hay rides is limited.
The cost is $5 for Union County resi-
dents and $10 for out-of-county par-
ticipants. Rides begin at 6:30 p.m. on
the Friday evenings of September 20;
October 4, 11, 18; and at 3:30 p.m. on
Sunday, October 13.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Center
at (908) 789-3670; or the Union
County Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal at (908) 527-4900;
or visit the Union County website at
www.ucnj.org.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

It is astutely illustrated in “Lee
Daniels’ The Butler” that you cannot
separate American history from the
annals of African-American slavery,
subjugation and the ongoing exodus
that plays out in our daily domestic life.
The sins of the past, born of an igno-
rance predating ancient times, shame-
fully wraps around the spine of our
humanity like a cancer.

The search for a cure to our social
ills, a work in progress, is touchingly
told here via the compelling saga of
Cecil Gaines (Forest Whitaker), butler
to eight United States presidents. A
long-durable form for chronicling the
events and movements of time, this
mode, albeit simplifying, gives the com-
plex panorama accessibility. Whatever
might be lacking in an academic sense
is shored up on the emotional end by
several, convincingly heartfelt perfor-
mances.

Forest Whitaker excels in the title
role, a metaphoric witness to the perse-
cution whose intermittent narrations
complement an award-worthy embodi-
ment of what it takes to survive in an
environment so blinded by its preju-
dices that it barely recognizes them.
Cecil’s odyssey from virtual slavery on
a cotton plantation in the South to a
position of responsibility and tacit in-
fluence in the White House elicits a
spectrum of emotions.

We are again shocked by the sheer
physicality of the ugly violence, from
out and out lynching to the brutal re-
prisals that attend protests, demonstra-
tions and sit-ins. We know exactly what
he means when James Marsden’s JFK,
watching the cataclysm on TV, disbe-
lievingly declares, “I don’t know what
country I’m watching.”

 Mr. Daniels, working from a script
by Danny Strong, inspired by Wil
Haygood’s article, skillfully balances a
commentary on the major turning
points, punctuated by actual footage,
with a cerebral contemplation on the
arduous road to real freedom. But
where he excels most, thanks to Mr.
Whitaker’s tour de force, is in depict-
ing what Cecil describes as the two
faces the black man must wear if he is
to make his way in America.

 Numerous other points are made -
historically, psychologically and in
the realm of socioeconomics - as the
milestones in Cecil’s life are superim-
posed and analogized by the greater
pageant of our civilization. Hypocrisy
confounds. The duplicity, even in the
name of equality, is astounding. A
running example seriocomically mir-
rors the greater problem at hand: With
each succeeding administration, Cecil
vigilantly sallies forth, petitioning for
equal remuneration and opportunity
for the black White House staff.

 It is also a love story, and a pretty
good one at that, thanks in great part
to Oprah Winfrey’s marvelous por-
trayal of Cecil’s wife, Gloria. Watch-
ing as she shares the trials and tribu-
lations foisted upon them, and toss-
ing in some personal devils of her
own for good measure, we are re-
minded what a fine actress she is. We
also take a little lesson in how the
wiles, ravages and vagaries of world
events impact a marriage. i.e. — child-
rearing in a bigoted, strife-torn envi-
ronment.

 Their eldest son, Louis, played by
David Oyelowo, becomes an activist
while at Fisk University, whereas
Charlie, portrayed by Elijah Kelley,
opts for the military. Reading be-
tween the lines gives you a glimpse
of the parental woes this augurs.

 While both Miss Winfrey and Mr.
Whitaker exact enough dimension

from their characters to occasionally
loosen matters with a bit of comedy
relief, the turnstile procession of
Cecil’s employers imparts a near cyni-
cal whimsy to the doings.

 Robin Williams is Dwight D.
Eisenhower, the first in the group to
carve a notch for civil liberties. John
Cusack’s Nixon is the tragically para-
noid opportunist; Liev Schreiber de-
picts Johnson as an ill-mannered boor
who, despite his disregard for Emily
Post, passes more civil rights legisla-
tion than anyone since Lincoln; and
Alan Rickman captures Reagan as a
personally nice but rather deluded,
near doddering chief executive.

 But James Marsden’s John F.
Kennedy falls short, literally and figu-
ratively. A full two inches less in
stature than our 35th President, he
looks and seems more like Bobby.
Still, when that terrible moment
comes, you feel the pang of opportu-
nity lost, and there I was again, seated
at my desk, senior year in high school,
the shocking news coming over the
loudspeaker.

Director Daniels is good at
that…lassoing the big events and tell-
ing them through the viewpoint of
the common man just trying to real-
ize his entitled portion of life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness. Prob-
lem is, thanks to the Catch 22 of
intolerance, most of those who really
need this education will not attend. Too
bad. Because in experiencing the sub-
lime grace and powerful conviction
with which “Lee Daniels’ The Butler”
serves up its personalization of history,
one just might gain a better understand-
ing of racial injustice in America.

…
 “Lee Daniels’ The Butler,” rated PG-

13, is a Weinstein Company release
directed by Lee Daniels and stars For-
est Whitaker, Oprah Winfrey and David
Oyelowo. Running time: 132 minutes

NJWA Music Studio
Registration for Fall Open

WESTFIELD  — An exciting year
of musical instruction and perfor-
mance, and the guidance of a creative
staff of highly skilled music educa-
tors and professional artists, awaits
those who enroll in the fall semester
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Music Studio (NJWA), which
begins on Sunday, September 8.

Vocal and instrumental lessons,
for both children and adults, are of-
fered daily in a 30, 45 or 60 minute
format. In addition to the fall ses-
sion, there are also separate winter,
spring and summer sessions for
which students may register at any
time during that session and tuition
will be pro-rated accordingly. The
Music Studio calendar can be found
on the organization’s web site listed
below.

Instrumental instruction is given
on strings, guitar, woodwinds, brass,
percussion and piano. At the Music
Studio, students learn to read music,
study scales, understand rhythm, in-
terpret repertoire, and develop range,
tone and technique in solo and en-
semble playing. The studio uses a
wide variety of music including
classical, contemporary and jazz.
Vocal students are taught proper
breathing techniques, tone produc-
tion, languages, diction, projection

and interpretation.
In addition to music lessons, the

Music Studio also offers opportu-
nities for area musicians to play in
its many intergenerational bands,
orchestras and a symphony. Among
them are the NJWA Concert Band,
NJWA Summer Symphony, Rockin’
Jazz Band, and the International
American Alphorn Ensemble. Mu-
sicians may also elect to join
Wednesday Morning Strings, the
NJWA Flute Ensemble, or the Sat-
urday Afternoon Parent/Partner Be-
ginning String Ensemble and Train-
ing Orchestra. Additional classes
and programs are often added to the
schedule throughout the year.

The NJWA is also home to the
Westfield Fencing Club and the
NJWA Summer Workshop, in addi-
tion to a number of extension pro-
grams throughout the community.

For more information on any
NJWA program, call (908) 789-
9696, visit their studios at 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield, or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

MUSIC WORKSHOPS...An exciting year of musical instruction and perfor-
mance, and the guidance of a creative staff of highly skilled music educators and
professional artists, awaits those who enroll in the fall semester of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Music Studio, which begins on Sunday, September 8.

Chatham to Host Fine
Arts and Crafts Festival

CHATHAM — On Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, the Chatham Area Arti-
sans Guild will host the First Annual
Chatham Area Fine Arts and Crafts
Festival. This upscale-juried event
takes place outdoors at the Chatham
Borough Train Station located at 30
Fairmont Avenue, Chatham Borough
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The festival will feature over 100
talented artisans and crafters display-
ing and selling their unique creations
in pottery, sculpture, glass, jewelry,
fashion, home décor, furniture and
home accessories, items for the gar-
den, photography, handmade fash-
ion and accessories, statement jew-
elry and fine art.

Along with the exhibitors the event
will offer a variety of delicious foods
being sold, a free concert and many
sponsor giveaways.

This event is produced by JC Pro-
motions, Inc. Event Planners. For
additional information call (201) 998-
6311 or email
events@jcpromotions.info.

Gatsby Era Featured at
Lifelong Learning Series

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey is featuring “The Cul-
ture of the Gatsby Era” as part of the
Lifelong Learning Series, a five-week
course on Tuesday evenings from
7:30 – 9 p.m., October 1  through 29.

For more information visit
www.artcenternj.org/gatsby.aspx or
email info@artcenternj.org or call
(908) 273-9121.

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

He knows

where to go

to get the

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

BEST
RESULTS

In shopping, as in fishing, the secret to success

lies largely in knowing WHERE to go to get

the best results. The experienced angler

“picks his spots” carefully on the basis of

the best advance information he can

get. The experienced shopper does the

same thing. Scans the ads in this paper to

find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for

how much … uses the advertising columns as the

tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.

Thus this paper renders a double service … valuable

alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and

to the advertiser who wants to sell well!

Follow the Leader &
Get with the TIMES

goleader.com/subscribe

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

