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WF Schools Get New Coat of
Paint for a New School Year
WESTFIELD - Westfield Public

Schools open their doors for students
on Tuesday, September 3, following
a busy summer by the custodial and
maintenance crews.

More than 25 classrooms in West-
field schools have been painted.
Work at Edison Intermediate School
also has included the replacement of
sidewalks, bleachers and boilers.
Summer maintenance projects have
taken place throughout the district
according to the scheduled plans for
each building, such as updating heat-
ing valves, removing and installing
new flooring, replacing sidewalks
and installing new lockers,
countertops, drop ceilings and ceil-
ing lights.

In total, Westfield’s maintenance
and custodial staffs have readied
902,000 square feet of rooms, hall-
ways and stairwells in the district’s
10 schools. In addition to projects
undertaken in-house, major work has
taken place this summer by contrac-
tors who are replacing roofs on West-
field High School, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and Washington El-
ementary School.

“The average age of our school
buildings is more than 70 years old,”
stated Margaret Dolan, Superinten-
dent of Schools. “Although main-
taining them can be challenging, it is
prudent that we keep them safe and
clean for our students and staff,” she
added.

Westfield Literacy Workshop
Helpful Beyond Words

WESTFIELD - As summer comes
to a close, teachers in all six elemen-
tary schools in Westfield honed their
skills by attending a four-day Sum-
mer Literacy Institute.

Led by McKinley teachers Dana
Passananti and Stephanie Willis, 25
teachers reinforced and extended their
mastery in implementing the school
district’s Readers and Writers Work-
shop model of literacy instruction.

“This workshop gives teachers tools
that strengthen students’ skills as they
become independent readers and ver-
satile writers,” explained Marc Biunno,
principal of McKinley School.

In addition to attending informa-
tional and discussion sessions as well

as collaborating with grade level col-
leagues, teachers practiced with dis-
trict students during an effective mini
lesson and one-on-one reading con-
ferences.

Christina Cleaver, second-grade
teacher at Franklin School, com-
mented, “This is an incredible experi-
ence to meet with colleagues and dis-
cuss new curriculum.”

“Everyone is in a different place in
their careers,” stated Ms. Cleaver, who
is entering her sixth year in the profes-
sion. “Dana and Stephanie are provid-
ing so many practical ideas that I can
use in my classroom – and this hands-
on approach is a great way for us to get
involved,” she added.

New teacher Suzanne Toriello
stated, “This is absolutely wonderful
and has reinforced my passion for
wanting to teach.”

Literacy workshops are provided as
professional development throughout
the year through Westfield’s Office of
Curriculum, Instruction and Program
(CIP). Paul Pineiro, Assistant Super-
intendent of CIP, said, “By offering
this workshop in the summer we are
giving veteran teachers a refresher
and providing our new teachers with a
great head start to the new year.”

FRESH COAT…More than 25 classrooms have been painted in the Westfield
Public Schools including this one getting finishing touches by, pictured left to
right, Frank Benimeo and Donald Cherry at Edison Intermediate School.

AWAITING STUDENTS’ RETURN…Edison Intermediate School head custo-
dian Russell Frame is surrounded by desks and chairs awaiting return to
classrooms, while a clean sheen is given to the floors.

Kean Student Leaders Mentored on
Suicide Prevention Hotline

SUMMER LITERACY…Stephanie Willis, third-grade teacher at McKinley El-
ementary School in Westfield, demonstrates effective reading and writing tech-
niques during the Summer Literacy Institute, launched by the school district and
attended by 25 elementary teachers. Incoming fourth graders, pictured from rear,
front row, Max Owens, Katey Peretz, Emelia Fowler and Rachel Jones, and
incoming sixth graders Ana Fowler and Elaina Jones, participate in the mini lesson.

UNION – A new statewide suicide
hotline and new overdose prevention
law are saving lives and can help
students whose struggles with the
pressures of university life can some-
times seem daunting, the Commis-
sioner of Human Services and Secre-
tary of Higher Education stressed
recently while meeting with 300 Kean
University student mentors.

The mentors, coordinated by the
university’s Office of Student Affairs,
are preparing to help incoming fresh-
men navigate the campus as well as
adjust to the academic and social
aspects of a new and often stressful
phase of their lives.

“Kean University is committed to
ensuring the safety and well being of
all of our students through campus-
wide programs, services and peer
mentorship,” said Janice Murray-
Laury, vice-president for student af-
fairs at Kean. “Our mentors are trained
to provide reliable and responsible
solutions to student concerns, so in-
tegrating the new statewide suicide
hotline and overdose prevention laws
as one of our resources will help us
alleviate students’ stressors and po-
tentially save lives.”

Commissioner of Human Services
Jennifer Velez and Higher Educa-
tion Secretary Rochelle Hendricks
thanked the mentors for their ser-
vice and asked for their help in in-
forming students about the hotline
and the law, and in fighting the stigma
that can prevent people from seek-
ing treatment for behavioral and
emotional health issues.

“College life can be exciting and
interesting but for some students, the
academic and social pressures can
cause anxiety or depression, which
could lead to dangerous behaviors,”
said Commissioner Velez. “Hope and
help are available – 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, whether through
the suicide hotline – NJHOPELINE
(855-654-6735) – or through 9-1-1
for overdose situations.”

The hotline, where callers reach New
Jersey-based counselors with access to
statewide professional mental health
services, began operating May 1. To
date, 2,681 people have called.

“The suicide hotline is working.
People are reaching out and counse-
lors are getting them immediate help
before they make the irreversible and
devastating decision to end their life,”

Ms. Velez said.
Secretary Hendricks said she saw

the positive results of suicide preven-
tion efforts when she was an admin-
istrator at Princeton University.

“We want everyone to know about
this life-saving resource that can help
students cope with problems that can
seem overwhelming at this stage in
their lives. Help is available. It is
always available, and students should
know that there is a trained person
who will listen, care and know what
to do,” Ms. Hendricks said, referring
to the hotline. “I have seen suicide
prevention services in action, and I
know that they work.”

In addition to the suicide hotline,
New Jersey has a new statute called
The Overdose Prevention Act, also
known as the Good Samaritan Law.
Signed May 2 by Governor Chris
Christie, it protects most people from
prosecution if they call emergency
services when someone is overdos-
ing on alcohol or drugs.

“Save a life. Don’t think twice, just
call 9-1-1. That’s what we want people
to do,” Commissioner Velez said. “In
many cases, people don’t report over-
doses because they are afraid they
will be arrested and charged with a
crime. We don’t want fear to stop
someone from saving a life.”

Ms. Velez also asked the mentors
to make sure students are aware of
where they can get information about
substance abuse treatment: 1-800-
662-HELP.

Photo courtesy of Ken Ilgavisis
GOING GREEN…Union County Master Gardener Susan Marino-Jennings of
Mountainside shows campers how to “pot up” some of the pretty begonias that
campers were allowed to take home after their day out “going green” with the
Master Gardeners on July 19. Pictured, left to right, are: Sophia, Isabella and
Rania from Camp Discovery (Plainfield).  The Master Gardeners hosted 14
Discovery campers, ages 6 to 12, at their Trailside Demonstration Gardens.

PIZZA RUN…Almost a dozen students from Saint Peter’s Prep in Jersey City
competed in the 5K and Pizza Extravaganza in Westfield this summer. Pictured,
left to right, are: Michael Larkin (Cranford), William Delaney (Summit), James
Tanella (Westfield), Brandon Parrado (West New York), Brandon Rossi (East
Hanover), Coach Jerry McCann, Dom Mastrodonato (Maplewood), William
Fitzpatrick (Westfield), James Wright (Fanwood), Robbie Wisowaty (North
Arlington) and Hans Parrado, father of Brandon. Ryan McGann of Cranford, a
recent graduate, placed ninth and will attend Fordham University in the fall.
Other top finishers on the team included Parrado (14th), Rossi (28th), Fitzpatrick
(36th), Delaney (47th) and Wright (55th).

WHS Graduation
On TV36, Website

WESTFIELD - The video of the
Westfield High School commence-
ment exercises of the Class of 2013 is
available for viewing on the district’s
video website at https://vimeo.com/
72492722. The video also is being
aired on WHS-TV36 every Tuesday,
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. For
exact programming schedules, check
westfieldnjk12.org/tv.

In addition to broadcasting student
events and board of education meet-
ings, WHS-TV36 runs “Points of
Pride” – a listing of significant ac-
complishments by students and staff
in the Westfield Public Schools and a
“Bulletin Board” – a version of the
district calendar.

Union County Students
‘Rock’ 4-H Science Week

UNION COUNTY - This summer’s
4-H Science Week at Rutgers Uni-
versity featured a wide variety of
projects, including a sustainability-
themed experiment in dividing re-
claimed concrete to make landscap-
ing blocks. Science Week is a state-
wide program designed to encourage
young people to pursue careers in
science, under scholarships provided
by Samsung.

Three students from Union County
received Science Week scholarships
this year: Osaze Morris, Sean
Penaranda and Christopher Morris,
who all attend Rahway High School.

In Union County, 4-H also offers a

wide variety of clubs for students in
grades 1 to 12, which meet once a
month during the school year. 4-H
clubs enable students to develop im-
portant life skills while exploring popu-
lar activities including Lego robotics,
archery, cooking and much more.

Union County 4-H is a program of
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County, supported in part
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders.
For more information about 4-H clubs
in Union County, contact 4-H Agent
James Nichnadowicz at the Exten-
sion offices at (908) 654-9854 or
Nichnadowicz@njaes.rutgers.edu, or
visit ucnj.org/rce.

Campers ‘Go Green’ with
UC Master Gardeners

AREA -The stifling July heat wave
did not stifle the enthusiasm of camp-
ers and counselors from Camp Dis-
covery (Plainfield) on their recent
outing at the Trailside Demonstra-
tion Gardens cultivated by the Union
County Master Gardeners (MG).

On July 19, Camp Discovery Direc-
tor Eric Halpern and his group of 14
campers (ages 6 to 12) and six counse-
lors returned to the Demo Gardens at
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside
for a morning of education and enrich-
ment. The gardens were flush with
beautiful trees, shrubs and perennials,
and brimming with a summer’s bounty
of herbs, vegetables and berries.

A total of 29 Master Gardener and
Master Tree Steward volunteers
guided the campers through six ac-
tivity stations developed by the Mas-
ter Gardeners and on garden tours.
The campers also learned how to
transplant begonias grown from
seeds, and got to take home their
newly potted plants.

The event, directed by Master Gar-
dener Laurie Westra of Cranford, was
hosted by the Children’s Program
Committee of the Union County
Master Gardener program.

This year’s theme at Camp Dis-
covery is “Going Green.” All pro-
gram activities are anchored around
the theme of environmental steward-
ship, focusing on the need to “reuse,
recycle and reduce.” This fit in well
with activities demonstrated by the
MGs. For example, when campers
asked about the reusable plastic wa-
ter jugs surrounding his raised to-
mato beds, MG Fred Taylor instructed

that, “tomatoes won’t grow until the
soil is warmer than 55 degrees, so the
sun warms the water, which radiates
into the beds to warm the soil — in
other words, we’re using solar heat!”

Mr. Halpern and his counselors were
impressed to learn that the Master Gar-
deners have cultivated nearly 20,000
pounds of fresh produce for donation
to local food pantries and soup kitch-
ens. “This enriches the nutrition of
Union County residents,” said Mr.
Halpern, “and gives our campers a
real-world example of the benefits of
volunteerism and good land use.”

The Camp Discovery program is
held at the United Church of Christ
– Congregational in Plainfield.
Funding is per donations to the
United Plainfield Community De-
velopment Corporation. All
Plainfield elementary school chil-
dren are invited to attend. Fees are
based on family income and size.
To get involved or donate, check
the outreach tab on the church’s
website at reddoorchurch.org or call
(908) 755-8658.

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of
Union County are trained volunteers
celebrating their 25th year as provid-
ers of gardening, land stewardship
and horticultural therapy services in
Union County. The program is head-
quartered as part of the Rutgers Co-
operative Extension in the county
building located at 300 North Av-
enue, East, in Westfield.

For more information, call (908)
654-9854 or visit mastergardeners-
uc/org, or call the MGs’ Garden
Helpline at (908) 654-9852.
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Washington College
Announces Dean’s List

CHESTERTOWN, Md. - Wash-
ington College has announced its
Dean’s List for the Spring 2013
semester. Dean’s List students are
recognized for their academic ex-
cellence and have achieved a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher for
the semester.

Jacqueline Hertz of Cranford,
Class of 2013, an English major
and creative writing and secondary
education minor, was named to the
Dean’s List. Saint Joseph’s

Announces Dean’s List
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. - The fol-

lowing residents earned Dean’s List
honors for the Spring 2013 semester
at Saint Joseph’s University.

Michael Gerard Abbattista of West-
field is majoring in Sociology.

Sarah E. Knapp of Westfield is
majoring in Interdisciplinary Health
Services.

Julia Murphy of Westfield is major-
ing in Elementary/Special Education.

Students must achieve a grade point
average of 3.5 or above, a B or greater
in all their classes, and complete at
least 15 credits to earn Dean’s List
status for a semester.

Marist Announces
Dean’s List

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. - The fol-
lowing local student has been named
to the Marist College Dean’s List
for the Spring 2013 semester:

Gianna Popola of Garwood is a
member of the Class of 2016 and is
majoring in Criminal Justice.


